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PREFACE 



The Dip-ioNARY OF Criminal Justice Data Terminology is a reference 
work developed by SEARCH Group, Incorporated, through a grant from the' 
Law Enforcement Assistance Adihinistration (LEAA). 

This first edition of the dictionary proposes standard names and definitions in 
selected areas qf terminology needed for the communication of basic criminal 
justice information and statistics between states and at the national level Its 
publicatwn represents the first step in the process of arriving at a consensus on a 
. national criminal justice statistical terminology. This edition will be modified and 
wuTbelssiiy^'^"^ '° comments and criticisms, and subsequent editions 

c.. I5^K'*^''u°"^t'l'''^.P'i°^"''' "tensive research and analysis effort 

guided by the SGI Criminal Justice Glossary Review Project Committee, The 
committee members, identified on page iii, represent both operating criminal 
justice agencies and statistical services. Each member is to be thanked foF his 
Sument''°"'"^"''°"' ""^"'^ necessary for the preparation of this 

This dictionary grew out of a program initiated by LEAA in 1971 to 
standardize criminal justice statistical terminology. The first phase of the project 
was a contract, awarded to Auerbach Associates, Inc., of Philadelphia That 
contract produced a document entitled CriminalJustice Glossary: Draft II which 
was subjected to a series of critical reviews by LEAA's National Criminal Justice 
Information .and Statistics Service (NCJISS) and the National Institute of Law 
Enforcement anc} Criminal Justice (NILECJ), other offices of the Department of 
Justice, and selected criminal justice organizations throughout . the United States 
me original research and the resulting comments, suggestions, and recommenda- 
tions greatly ai4ed the development of this publication 



IMPORTANT 



Dear Reader: \ 
This is the first edition of the Dictionary of Criminal Justice^ 
Data Terminology. The terms contained herein are those the x 
project committee felt were basic for criminal justice information > 
and statistics systems and could be defined within the time allotted 
for this phase of the Dictionary project. 

Future editions will define additional terms.and will updAte and 
revise as necessary the definitions contained in this first edition. We 
need your comments to make these future editions as useful as possi- 
ble. We need to know what additional terms you believe should be 
defined. We also need some feedback from you as to^the adequacy 
and utility of the terms and definitions in this edition for your cur- 
rent and planned information system and statistical activities. 

To aid you in transmitting your opinions and recommendations to 
us, we have provided several self-mailing, postage-free "user re- 
sponse forms*' in the back of this edition. If all of these forms have 
been used, or if you wish to comment in letter form, please write to: 

Director, Statistics Division 
National Criminal Justice 

Information and StatisticsN^ervice 
Law Enforcement Assistance Administration 
U.S. Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 20531 

Your comments will be greatly appreciated. 
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INTRODUCTION 



The^publication of the first edition of the Dictionary of Criminal Justice 
Data Terminology is the first step in the development of ? national standard 
criinjnal justice data terminology. The final goal i$ to produce a standard 
reference work for all collectors, processors, analyzers, and .uSers of criminal 
justice statistics. . ' 

The basic similarity of penal codes and criminal justice processes throughout 
the 50 states makes this undertaking possible. The great expansion in the dehiand 
for information makes it necessary. 

, As long as most criminal justice information systems and survey efforts were 
small m scope and served single-agency purposes, their limited interest and access 
almost guaranteed that their users would be professionals well acquainted With 
.the technical language by which facts were communicated. But the last decade 
has seen a great increase in the numbers and kinds of information systems in 
operation or development and an even greater increase in the numbers and kinds 
of survey publications and users. 

Computerized information systems -are now asked to meet a wider range of 
operating and planning needs of law enforcement, court, and correctional 
agencies than in the past. They are exp>ected to transmit more information about 
offenders and more statistics about agency activities, between agencies, among 
states, and between state and federal agencies. This information must also function 
as the basis for comparative analyses of crime problems and agency performance 
and for ivational summary statistics. 

Information system operators, planners, and statisticians have already accom- 
plished a great* deal towards standardization of data terminology. But at every 
junction and level m these systems, the use of the same words to denote different 
referents, or of different words to ^denote the same referent, often obstructs the 
flow and interpretation of facts. In some instances the nomenclature itself is 
unsatisfactory, Cor definitions adequate for data system use are not generally 
available.' - ' / * 

To rectify this situation it is necessary fo delibeAtclynnitiate the kini of 
evolutionary process that leads to the creation of an unambiguous technical 
vocabulary. In other fields, particularly the physical sciences, the process has 
occurred naturally. In some areas of criminal justice, agreement or near-agree- 
ment on a standard vocabulary has been reached. But no general reference work 
focused on statistical usage exists. There is no standard source of terminology for 
describing information used by rafore than one ^agency, or by ^^Itiplg-purpose 
users such as planners. The chief purpose of the publication of this first edition is 
to create the means by which evolution toward a urtiform national terminology 
can take place. 

It is important, in considering the goal, to observe that the establishing of a 
uniform and unambiguous terminology does not require that each term have only 
one referent. While ^ifhat is the ideal goal, m many cases it cannot^ and need QOt, be 
reached. What is necessary is to arrive atJBrformal agreement that each term will 
be understood to have the agreed meaning in all its appearances unless a deviation 
is stated, and to'arrivie* at a standard way of describing such deviations. The 
' ■ / ' ■■■■ ■ " . ■ 



2 . Introduction 

further development of the dictionary will require incc&ased attention -to^this 
aspect of the terminological problems of data reporting systems. 

The standard terminology proposed, in this first editioii, for the exchange of 
statistical information between states or at the national level cannot be implement- 
ed next year or even in several years. It does not exhaustively name, define, and 
place in classificatory relationship all the facts needed in even a minimum data 
reporting system intended to describe the most important aspects of the criminal 
justice process. Further, d(ny given name or definition may prove to be inadequate 
for national purposes and require revision. 

' The first edition of the Dictionary of Criminal Justice Data Terminol- 
ogy is intended to^be used in at least four sp)ecific ways. 

First, the proposed standard terms, definitions, an^ conditions of use should be 
- regarded as test objects or prototyj^es to which data system operators and users 
can address suggestions for improvements. A chief obstacle to the development of 
an unambiguous national crimioal justice data terminology has been the lack of 
any document explicitly stating standards that can serve as a focus of discussion ^ 
and be explicitly accepted, rejeqU^d, or modified. 

Second, the entry fprmat and logic establish a model for data collectors and 
interpreters to use in selecting terms, writing explicit definitions, and stating 
exceptional usages, whether the terminology is intended for national or individual 
^unsdictiiDnal use. One of the- main problems data usets encounter is the simple 
absence of explicit definition^ in many data presentation*, together with the 
vagueness or inaccuracy of some of the definitions that are offered. 

Third, insofar as the proposed prescriptive definitions of statistical terms 
.^correctly reconcile diverse usages, they may provide a basic terminology for 
"interagency and interstate ahd national information exchange, and in some 
jurisdpions provide a basis for improved data collection and analysis. In 
jurisdictions where even a well-founded national standard definition does vio- 
lence to reality< the standard can serve as a departure point for* clarifi^ing and 
communicating deviations. 

Fourth, the selected terms and definitions do presently correspond with 
nomenclature and meaning in some actual data systems and other usage contexts. 
Thus the entries may be of assistance in understanding vyhat is meant by some 
currently published statistic$( and prose texts. In this sense, the dictionary may 
function as a conventional reference work. . 

The goal, of an unambiguous national terminology will not be reached until 
there is a national consensus regarding whaf words must mean, in a standard data 
terminology, as opposed to what th^y can m^an in different jurisdictions. This 
first edition has attenipted to include enough general classificatory terminology 
and enough examples of more detailed categories to illustrate different problems 
in definition and reporting conventions. It is hoped that the many tho"usarids of 
creators and users of criminal justice information will regard ,this.document as a 
device for bringing terminological problems into a clear focus and as an 
environment for rigorous discussipn of preferred standard Aisages. It is hoped that 
readers will respond v/'\i\] facts and suggestions that will further the development 
of a comprehensive national criminal justice statistical language. 

To assist users in communicating their comments and suggestions to SEARGH' 
Group, Inc.*, and- the Law Enforcement Assistance Administration, pOstage-free: 
comment forms have been provided in the back of this publication. ^ 



TECHNICAL APPROACH 



A conventional dictionary) must describe actual usage. In those instances 
. where words are ambiguous^at is, capable of being understood in two or more 

senses), the dictionary will usually describe the features of meaning that are 
' shared and unshared with other words— the areas in which meanings overlap 

Ambiguity is treated simply as a characteristic of language and its occurrences 

noted. 

The writing of a dictionary intended to establish a uniform national terminol- 
ogy for the communication of criminal justice statistical information requires an ' 
entirely different approach: The aim is to eliminate or reduce ambiguity through- 
out a large technicar vocabulary. The chief purpose is not to describe how this 
kind of a language is used, but to consciously improve the existing language now 
used to describe certain kinds of facts» that are collected, analyzed and 
interpreted. 

In order to make explicit what constitutes an adequate statistical terminology 
a set of requirements for a national criminal justice data terminology was 
developed: 

1. The statistical terminology (that is, statistical terms and definitions) must 
name and describe important referents at a significant level of detail The 
background assumption is that statistics are created and analyzed to meet specific 
needs for information concerning the nature of crime, the efficiency and effective- 
ness of government agencies in dealing with crime, and the extent to which 
requirements of due process are met. The terminology must therefore differentiate ^ 
precisely among the attributes of criminal acts, system events, and government or ^ 
personal entities that are relevant to these issues.. Since thp relationships between . 
decisions made at different process points are often of basic importance, the 
terminology must account for process sequences and alternatives. 

2. Each statistical term (that is, each name for something that is countable or 
quantitative in nature) must be that word or phrase that can be adopted for 
national use with the least variation from es,tablished legal and other technical 
usages. 

3. Each statistical term's referents, however, must include only what is 
recordable and consistently encodable, which often does not coincide with the 
legal definition of a term. 

4. Each definition, if possible, must describe a unique statistical referent or set 
of referents so that exclusive categories are established. When ambiguity cannot 

.be eliminated, reporting conventions or other devices for describing alternative ^ 
meanings consistently must be established. 

5. Each term's definitions must, when necessary, account for different mean- 
jngs acquired by the same term when used aj different points in the criminal or 
juvenile justice processes. . 

6. All class/subclassvrelationships must be stated when the referent events or 
entities can be aggregated. 

7. The entire set of terms and definitions must be as compatible as possible 
with the terminology of existing criminal justice information and statistics systems 
of national relevance. 
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^ ^ The need 'to meet these requiremcrUsydetermined the selection of referents, 
definitions, and/ tmn&^-that^ i^ how it should 1>C 

^described^and by what)na|pne it should be called. ' 

Because the elements of offense and the structure of criminal justice proceed- 
ings tjiroughout the country arfc relatively Uniform, there is already* a substantial 
consensus about wtqch facts (that is, referents) are worth describing and analyz- 
ing akid a fair concensus about names for themt Thus, the selection of referents is 
relatively straightforward. -While many important referents have not been dc-' - 
scribed in tftis first edition^ the need to describe comnv>n serious crimes, to cover 
such procesS events as artests, convicVions, and sentences, and to^describc Xhe 
' maj^ types of agencies is self-evident. ' r y 

Tfie application of the requirements to the writing of definitions also yields 
fairly consistent, results. * The exact wor^g of a "given definition is often 
unconventional, but the relation bet\yeen the basic requirements and the choice of 
definitional substanpe is usually clear. Tlie mfethpd resembles the answering of the 
traditional journalists" questions concerning who, whW, when, where, how, and 
why. It is generally recognized, for example, that the definitions of the different 
kinds of orders to appear in court should Specify who must appear, why, when it' 
eccurs in the process, and who issues the ordpr; A definition of an agency must 
include at a minimum its functions— Avhat it does, and also when and why itdoes 
it. How much detail is needed concerning these factors is usually easily deter- 
mined, because the need for distinguishing one thing from another lias already 
been established, ^ " . 

The selection of terms,(that is, names for referents) was found to 6c the most 
difficuit part of the development of a st^itistical terminology. It was generally 
assuqied that, once the decision was made concerning what was worth describing, 
the choice of name would be fairly obvioXis. Even though the relationships 
between wferds and referents are rately one-to-one in actual practice, and 
nomenclature varies more often than not, there are many selection criteria that 
are simple at least in principle. • ' 

"Larceny," for example, is to be preferred to "theft" as the nanie for the 
specific offense because there is frequent use of "theft^* as the name for an element 
common to a number of offenses. 

The recommendation that "summons" represent an order signed by a judicial 
officer, and "citation" represent a notice or order to appear in court signed by a 
law enforcement officer, is also based on the facts of usage. Even though the 
recommended usage conflicts with practice in some jurisdictions, the use of 
. "summons" for a court prder is nearly universal, while the law enforcement 
notice to appear is variously and often arbitrarily liamed. 

Conversely, several ^synoilyms are listed as equally usable in such instances as 
"attorney syn lawyer syn counsel" because the different names for the identical 
referent are necessary in different contexts, for example, "defense attorney," but 
"assigned counsel." ' 

However, as the work of organizing basic terminology into a classificatory 
vocabulary progressed it was found that some widely ^ised names, especially in 
the area of process terminology, do not fit well into a national language intended 
to be both comprehensive and internally consistent. Language that is s^atisfactory 
from the viewpoint of a single agency's need fpr information concerning the c 
pM)cesses it conducts may* be inadequate to account for the flow of cases and 
persons through the eiltire system. 

A generally useful criminal justice slitistical terminology must be able to 
describe and classify all significant entry and exit events, and all important 
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intcrvenihg actions, in a single vocabulary. It must also permit alternative 
hierttrcWc^t Classification^ 

the system. At the same time, it must, to be successful in tbe long range, select 
names and establish data definitions in sucK^a way that the terms will function 
with the same meaning in prose contexts, including defmitions of other statistical 
iterms of related meaning. To do all this may require the invention of some n6w 
statistical terminology or the reshaping of some common usages. 

Court process terminology illustrates some of the difficulties. There, is no 
commonly accepted generic or/'cover" term fot accusations filed in court— that 
is. complaints, informations, and indictments. Technical reports analyzing court 
casc>eporting prdblems may take advantage of the common English language 
^practice-of naming a major class after one of the subclasses ("silverware" for 
'eating utensils whether made of silver, stainless steel, or plastic). Thus, "indict- 
ment" is in fact sometimes used to mean both indictments and informations, but 
this solution is particularly unsuitable for terms that name categories io' statistical 
tabulations. The dictionary therefore proposes "charging document" general 
use cover term, while recognizing that anv single publication may list such formal 
accusations under the heading of filings in a specific court or , set of courts. 

Conversely, "court' disposition" is widely used ai a cover term, but with 
different subsets. Some systems include sentences; ot}wrs do not. The dictionary 
therefore proposes the available term "adjudication.' to represent all court 
decisions ending a case, otcluding sentences, and "court disposition", to represent 
final court decisions incluSCling the sentence. The reasorfing is that anything called 
an agency deposition connotes a final action to many information system users, 
and that such an important datum as the sentence shotild also be included in what 
may be regarded as one of the possible final actions of a trial court. And m turn, 
since "adjudications" mclttde "dismissals," but the usage of the latter often 
includes prosecutor's actions.'a standard terminology must narrow the meaning of 
"dismissal" and provide another term for prosecutorial rejection of a case without 
court action. ' " 

Much, correctional terminology also presents problems that, when analyzed, 
are found to be complex problems of both nomenclature and definitipns. 

It is generally understood, for example, that it is difficult to define "prison." In 
fact, it is not difficult to describe the particular kind of facility meant by that term 
in a given national data presentation, because there is a general consensus 
concerning the relevant attributes of such facilities for most presentations. A more 
serious. problem is that correctional facility names"have firmly attached connota- 
tions that some data users favor or disfavor. But the substitution of names that 
denote function, as "detention facility" fort"jail." which would seem to be the 
obvious solution, raises other problems: A.Uiort functional name almost always 
fails to indicate enough important attributes.' A jailj for example; is not merely a 
"detentftYi facility." it is a local adult detention (pre-sentencing) and commitment 
(post-^ntencing) facility that may also hold juveniles. "Jail" is also often used to 
denote facilities, such as county farms, that hold only sentenced, i.e.. committed 
prisoners. ° ' . , 

This edition of the dictionary does propose a basic classification system for 
correctional facilities.%Msing short functional names for the various classes. 
However, it is much rpore necessary, and more possible, to reach agreement on 
t^e.words and phrases used as descriptors for the basic classificatory features of 
facilities. Adoption of a standard descriptor list will establish both a minimum set 
of classification features and an unambiguous set of words and phrases for naming 
facility glasses whe;i clarity is more ifiiportant than convenience. 

The entry "correctional facihty" therefore contains both a list of proposed 
standard facility descriptors and a proposed basic classification system. The 
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reiativft- clarity and objectiveness of the descriptors, as compared with the 
tompfexity and partial arbitrariness of the classification system and its'nomencla- 
turc, can be not^/ . 

Part of Jhe complexity, of course, <l6cs aot stem from any general characteris- 
tic of "language, l)ut rather from the fact that full application of only those 
descriptors seen as basic Ibgiq^ly yields more •than a thousand types of facilities. 
Even though most of these combinations of features do ndi exist in reality, any 
brief correctional facility classificatioji system .v^l require explicit convfehtioris 
for indicatyig exceptions bv creating special subclas^j|q|^cfh if the standard 
descriptors are used to identify the exceptions or specialj^bclasses. 

• Probation processes ^Iso illustrate problems of definition and noihenclature. It 
is not clear what features distinguish different types of supcrvisoryor rehabilita- 
tion programs from each other, although costs vary so ipuch tHat aome difference 
in program activities Ynust be presu^ned. There is also no generally uScd namis -(Qf 
all the possible outcomes of probation. *'Revocation,** for exatnple, is a hearly 
universal term fo> removal from probation status because of violation of condi- 
tiojiSj but there are no commonly accepted names for the remaining types of 
outfomeSr~or the to^ set of probation outcomesyTerminatiOns,** for example, a 
reasonable choice of name for the total set, is in fact sometimes used to represent a:^ 
subset that excludes revocationj. The development of a satisfactory terminology 
^for this-sct of p«:pcesscs and outcomes will also require'a larger range^of research 
and particip^tiohvjhan is possible in the first stage of work towards 
standardization. r 

A general problem in correctional terminology is the substitution of termino- 
logical change for functional change. Facilities and programs are constantly re- 
named, apparently in the belief that name changes will cause improvements in the 
emotional environment of both government personnel and inmates or clients and 
will reduce stigmatization. The physical sciences employ precise descriptors for 
the objectifiable features of the materials and processes with which they are 
concerned. As long as correctional terminology lacks such building units, its 
^ nomenclature wilUcontinue to be inadequate for the communication of technically 
valid statistical information. 

The examples discussed above should indicate the kinds of problems encoun- 
tered in applying the principles set forth in the data system terminology 
requirements. 

Generally, deciding what can and should be described and how to describe it 
docs not present great difficulty. Errors result more from faulty application of 
principles than from defects in the principles. It is mainly in the area of selecting 
nomenclature that purely linguistic problems arise for which solutions are not 
obvious and cannot be arrived at by applying a short set of basic rules. 

There are instahces where there are literally no clearly suitable single words 
or short phrases available in English for what must be described. The possible 
names may have connotations thai conflict with intended statistical usage, or may 
have well established denotations broader or narrower than what is required. In 
•such cases, progress towards a clearer language depends not upon discovery of 
the most **logical" solutibn, but rather upon consensus alone: agreement to adopt 
a new term or to alter the meaning of a familiar term, for no other reason than the 
need for an adequately descriptive vocabulary that is uniform across jurisdictions. 
Future expansion and improvement of a jiational standard terminology will 
require, more explicit treatment of these prqblems. 
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These notes briefly describe the contents and uses of the en-tries and the format 
for individual entries. 

ENTRIES 

Entry means the boldface entry term plus all the following definitional and 
explanatory material. • • 

Entries are alphabetized by entry term, irrespective of spaces an(l punctuation. 
Some terms, such as "manslaughter, voluntary" are inyerted in order to keep 
together entries, that are closely related. Thus the comma signals only that the 
natural word order of the phrase has been reversed. If a term requires qualifica- 
tion in some contexts, the qualifier appears in parentheses, as in **case (court).** 
Theee are also reversals of natural word order, but the parentheses indicate that 
the qualifier may be omitted when the context makes it clear that, for example, 
"court case** and not "police case'* is meant. 

Each entry term is followed by an indication of the part of speech: n, noun, v, 
verb, adj, adjective, adv, adverb. When exact synonyms exist, as in "attorney syn 
lawyer syn counsel," the entry is alphabetized by one version and the others are 
listed after it. If one version is preferred it is so stated in the entry. 

Each entry contains, at a minimum,, an entry term and a prose definition. 
.Where necessary, defining feature lists, recommended conditions of use. and 
annotation^ are added. 

ENTRY TERMS 

^ Entry terms are of two types: statistical terms capable of uniform national 
usage and nonstatistical or peripheral terms. Statistical terms are marked with 
number sig^s (^). 

Statistical terms are words or phrases representing quantitative concepts or 
basic units of count in criminal justice statistics: countable crimes, process events, 
and entities. They are terms that can be sufficiently clearly and uniformly defined 
to be used in the collection and analysis of interstate and national statistical 
'information. 

Each statistkaUerm is prOtvided with a proposed prescriptive definition and, in 
some cases, prescribed conditions of use of the kind that must be observed if 
national usage is to be unambiguous. Some, such as "arson,** **conviction,** and 
"law enforcement agency*' can be given such unvarying meanings that they, or 
their subtypes, can serve ^s units ofx:ount indata systems. Others, such as "crimes 
against {Persons** and "recidivism,** describe optional aggregates of fundamental 
units or calculations based upon them. These can also be rigorously defined, but 
unambiguous use of these ^erms depends also upon observing certain conditions of 
use that specify actual presentation context. For example, when "crimes against 
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persons" is used, tHe included offenses should be prominently listed in each and 
every data presentation. Or'when "recidivism" appears in statistical presentations, 
the units of count used to construct the rate or rates should be precisely and 
prominently described in each display of figures conceming'rates. 

The statistical terms have been selected on the basis of three criteria. The first 
is the importance of their referents, that is, the importance of what the terms 
commonly name. The second is the frequency of their actual appearance in data 
systems, which is evidence both of the importanqe of-the referents and the degree 
of general acceptance of the term itself as a common name^ The last criterion is 
the ability of the term to function in' a technical language that must, >while ^ 
deviating as little as possible from establishe(J usages, enable consistent, logical * 
classification of all signifjpant system entry and exit events, and intervening 
actions. * ) \ 

Peripheral terms are nonstatistical terms that have been given entry status iter 
various reasons. They are provided with expository definitions, that is, descriptions 
of actual general usages, not recommended usages. These definitions are often 
ambiguous. 

The peripheral terms may be terms, such as "theft," that are commonly used 
in statistics but should not be, because less ambiguous terms are available. They 
may be terms concerning which no national consensus can now be reached, such 
as "child neglect." In these instances the term is made an entry in order to - 
describe the problem and thus initiate the evolutionary process that should lead to 
eventual agreement on usage They may be nonquantitative terms directly 
necessary for the understanding of statistical terms, such as "probable cause." 
Nonquantitative terms are given only when their special meaning is not easily 
obtainable from a standard dictionary. 

Most statistical terms can, of course, be used without alteration of meaning to 
construct compound terms, such as "juvenile probation case," or "adult criminal 
homicide arrest." The possible patterns of such compounding, which is pervasive 
and necessary throughout English, are not discussed in this dictionary, except 
where they relate to special problems in classification or conventions concerning 
usage. 

PROSE DEFINITION 

The prose definition for each term either prescribes an unambiguous usage for 
national or interstate data systems or describes actual usage. The prescriptive 
definitions often do not precisely correspond with legal or operational usage. The 
fact that only what is consistently recordable can function in a data system causes 
some of these definitional deviations. 

"Arrest,*^ for example, must reach beyond "for the purpose of homing to 
answer a criminal charge" to the actual registering of a specific charge, because it 
is the latter record that creates the arrest datum for an informatiop system. 

The meaning of "adjudication" is defined as the court decision that ends a 
criminal or juvenile proceeding, as opposed to the process of reaching the 
decision. This provides a cover term for the outcomes of such proceedings, broad 
enough to include both judgments and dismissals, but narrow enough to corre- 
spond with the decision point that typically generates the datum recorded for 
interagency information purposes. This choice enables the use of "court disposi- 
tion," including both judgments and sentences, to represent the last decision data 
generated by a trial court. 

"Citation" and "summons," for example, are narrowed in meaning for a 
different purpose, that of maintaining a distinction between orders signed by law 
enforcement officials and those signed by court orticials. 
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"Dependent** is another example of meaning resh&ped to enable consistent 
national usage. "Dependent" is defined as the legal status determmid by adjudica- 
Hon, whether or not the cause of the determination is dependency (in the sense^f a 
child simply being without care), willful neglect, or abuse— ilistinctions made in 
some states but not all. At the same time, the term is limited to the result of a 
formal court process, as opposed to the sense in which it \% used to described 
children handled by welfare agencies without court proceedings. ^ 

In no case are the prescriptive usages meant to supersede a different usage in a 
jingle agency or intrastate data system. They a^e intended rather to indicate 
proposed standard usage in a proposed national terminology into which diverse 
state and local usages can be ti;;dnslated to^j)ermlt the com'munication of* informa- 
tion across state boundaries afid at the federal level. - 



DEFINING/EATURES ^ 

Defining feature Hsts have been provided for those statistical terms hafving 
complex definitions. These lists repeat, sometimes with added detail, what is said 
in the prose definition. They describe those important shared and unshared 
elements" o^' meaning of the statistical terms that are often not o'bviois ' when 
embe(lded^in a leimthy sentence or clause. They are not intended to be checklists 
identifying everything that could fall within a given category. They emphasize 
those aspects of at given crime, process, or entity that distinguish it from those 
with which it might be confused in data system contexts. Presenting these 
meaning elements free of grammatical context should make the smallest signifi-^ 
cant differences in referents plainly visible for consideration. 

RECOMMENDED CONDITIONS OF USE 

These are rules and instructions critical to the consistent and unambiguous 
usi^e of data system terms. • - 

Some rules pertain" pnly to single term denotations established for the purposes 
of this dictionary. Ty[)ical instructions such as "do not use citation (appear) as a 
synonym for summons/* are of this type. 

Som^ conditions of use relate to reporting and data display conventions. 
Examples are such terms as "crimes against persons,'* which may represent 
different aggregates of basic units of count, or "prosecutor,** which in a national 
statistical terminology should always be accompanied by an indicatiop of the level 
of government. * , , I 

Other conditions of use do not pertain to the attempt to assign single mi^nings 
to key words or phrases, but rather to the need fjpr consistently indicating the 
nearly inevitable, necessary exceptions from the preferred standard meanings of 
some terms. The class "criminal justice agency** and the subclasses of "correc- 
tional facility** present many problems of this type. These also illustrate the 
overlap of definitional and reporting system convention problems. 

In this section and in the following annotation section, boldface type i|idicates 
that the terms mentioned are closely related and also defined in this dictionary, 
and that the user should compare the entries to insure complete understanding of 
the exact meaning. Not all related entries are cross-referenced in this manner, 
only those entries providing information that is probably essential to clear 
statistical usage. ^ 

i O 
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The boldfafce emphasis is added only to the first appearance of a related term 
in a given entry, unless it occurs in the entry sequence in inverted form. In that 
case, the inverted form, also boldfaced, is given inr parentheses after the first 
appearance in normal word order. ^ 

ANNOTATION 

This section contains explanations of the need for the recommended condi- 
tions of use, mention of important relationships between terms, discussiqn of 
differences between legal and data system usages, examples of what is included or 
excluded from the defined denotation of a key term, noncritical suggestfoiis for 
use, and general comment. 

There are various kinds of relationships between terms. Peripheral term 
entries usually define nonquantitative words or phrases that are used with special 
meanings ip the definition of key terms, or terms that are unacceptable alterna- 
tives to the recommended key terms. Statistical terms may have both shared and 
unshared defining features with other key terms, that is, contrastive relationships. 
These types .of relationships are noted in- the annotation section. 

Key terms may have hierarchical relationships with other > terms, that is, 
^uperordinate and subordinate inclusion relationships. These are sometimes noted 
in the entries, but are fully depicted in the clarified lists of statistical terms. 

The classified lists of terms and their accompanying explanatory notes provide 
a general perspective on the classificatory problems involved in the construction 
•of a criminal justice process terminology, and also specific information on some 
established data classifications. 
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abscond (corrections) v To depart from a geographical area or jurisdiction 
prescribed by the conditions of one's probation or parole, wiUiout 
authorization. 

r0comm0ndeampndltlon8 of use Do not use as a synonym for escape or 
abscond (courtM 

annotation This act differs frpm abscond (court) or escape in that the 
probationer or parolee is not fleeing prosecution nor is he escaping from 
custody but is rather committing an act which may cause a current 
probation or parole status to be revoked. 

abscond (court) v To intentionally absent or Qpncejil oneself unlawfully in 
order to avoid a legal process. 

|( acquittal n a judgment of a courts based either on the verdict of a jury or a ' 
judicial officer, that the defendant is not guilty of the offensc(s) for which he 
has been tried. < , 

racommandwf^eiandltlona at usa Do not use as a synonym for not guilty 
verdict (yerdfct, not guilty) in statistical reporting. 

annotation Conyiction and dismissal are the other possible adijudications 
(criminal). • A not guilty verdict must be accepted by the court in its 
judgment, and thus must result in an acquittal. Thus these terms are almost 
synonymous. However, guilty verdict (verdict, guilty) and conviction cannot 
be used interchangeably. . ^ 

adjudicated adj Having been the subject of completed criminal or juvenile 
proceedings, and convicted, or adjudicated a delinquent, status offender or 
dependent. 

annotation "Pre-adjudicated*' or "unadjudicated," and "adjudicated," arc 
used in some entries in this dictionary to characterize correctional popula- 
tions. In this context, "adjudicated" is limited to adults who have been 
convicted and juveniles concerning whom a juvenile court has sustained a 
petition. It does not include p)ersons who have exited the system as a result 
of dismissal of the case, acquittal, or nonsustaining of a juvenile court 
petition. * . 

^ adjudication (criminal) n The judicial decision terminating a criminal 
proceeding by a judgment of conviction or acquittal, or a dismissal of the 
case. , ^1 

racommandad conditions of uaa Do nc^ use court disposition (disposition, 
court) as a synonym. • In criminal court adjudication statistics, indicate 
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which cases originated in juvenile court but were subsequently transferred to 
a criminal court for prosecution. 

annotation In this terminology, the possible adjudications are conyiction» 
acquittal, and dismissal. Although the term "disposition," unmodified, is 
often used to indicate the end of criminal proceedings, there is no uniformity 
, in its use. It may refer to the point at which the case reaches judgment or is 
dismissed, or it may include the sentence in the case of conviction. Thus a 
presentation of court "dispo#tions" may describe either convictions, acquit- 
tals, and dismissals, or Sf)ecific sentences, plus acquittals and dismissals. This 
\ disparity in usage creates significant difficulties in the communication of 
court data among jurisdictions, particularly elapsed time information. This 
dictionary proposes therefore the use of the term "adjudication (criminal)" 
for the immediate outcome of prosecution and "court disjibsition" for 
outcome descript^ions 'which include sentences. 

^ adjudication Guvenile) n The juvenile court decision terminating an 
adjudicatory hearing, that the juvenile is^either a delinquent, status offender, 
or*def>en(^ent, or that the allegations in the p)etition are not sustained, 

recommandad conditions of usa Do not include transfer to adult court as an 

adjudication. , 

annotation The decision at a transfer hearing to transfer a juvenile to 
criminal court for prosecution as an adult is not considered to be an 
adjudication in this dictionary since it is not an outcome of an adjudicatory 
hearing. • The possible adjudications are that a juvenile is a delinquent, a 
status offender, a dependent, or that the petition is not sustained, which is 
similar to acquittal. • An adjudication that ajuvenile has committed a 
delinquent act is similar to a conviction in a criminal court, in that a court has 
made a finding that the juvenile has committed an act that could be 
prosecuted as a crime if he were an adult. ^See adjudicated for a special 
usage in correctional contexts. 

^ adjudicatory hearing n in juvenile proceedings, the fact finding process 
wherein the juvenile court determines whether or not there is sufficient 
evidence to sustain the allegations in a petition. 

daflning fiaturaa 

• hearing by a judicial officer in a juvenije court 

• concerns matters of fact 

• determination whether to sustain or dismiss petition 

racommandad conditions of usa Do not include transfer h^rings or disposi- 
tion hearings, 

annotation An adjudicatory hearing occurs after a petition. (Juyenile) has 
beer\ filed and after a detention hearing (if any). If the petition Js not 
sustained, no further formal court action is taken. If it is sustained, the next 
step in the proceeding is a disposition hearing to determine the most 
appropriate treatment or care for the juvenile. • For statistical purposes, the 
adjudicatory hearing ends when a finding is entered, that is, an adjudicatioi^ 
(juvenile) is made. • An adjudicatory hearing concerning an alleged delin- 
quent is analogous to a trial in criminal proceedings since both proceedings 
determine matters of fact concerning alleged acts. An- adjudication of 
delinquent requires proof "beyond a reasonable doubt.** An adjudication of 
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status offender requires that the "preponderance of evidence** support the 
allegation(s). 

# adult n A person who is^ithin the original jurisdiction ^of a criminal, rather 
than a juvenile, court oecause his age at the time of an alleged criminal act 
was above a statutorily specified limit. 

annotation The assumption of jurisdiction by a criminal or juvenile court is 
based on the age at the time of occurrence of the alleged offense or offenses, 
and not the age at time of arrest or of initiation of court proceedings. • A 
juvenile court may waive jurisdiction and transfer the Juvenile to a criminal 
court for prosecution as an adult. • Although the age limit varies in different 
states, it is most often the 18th birthday. The variation is small enough to 
permit nationally aggregated data to be mesiningful, although individual 
states should note their age limit in communications with other states. 

• UCR defines a juvenilrf as anyone under eighteen years of age. • See 
youthful offender. • 

alias n Any name used for an official purpose that is different from a person's 
legal name. 

annotation Nicknames and monikers not used on official* documents are not 
aliases. An alias is a false name that has been substituted for a correct legal 
name on such documents as a driver's license or a check, or a name 
established for that purf)ose. • Criminal records often list aliases but do not 
usually list nicknames or monikers. • In criminal history records, false names 
may be designated by "AKA/* abbreviation for "also known as.*' 

i( appeaL/i a request by either the defense or the prosecution that a case be 
removed from a lower court to a higher court in order for a completed trial 
to be reviewed by the higher court. 

daffning faaturaa ^ ' . 

• request by defense or prosecution 

• that a case which has reached judgment 
' . • be reviewed by a higher court 

annotation When a judgment is appealed, the court in which it was first 
given cannot be a party to the review process. • Appeals may be either on 
the record or de novo. In the latter instance, matt<^rs of fact as well as law 
may be reviewed. • The right to hear appeals is an important factor in 
distinguishing among types of courts. • Types of Judicial officers are 
distinguished by whether their decisions, in criminal or juvenile cases are 
subject to de novo review. • De novo review proceedings are counted as 
trials in computations of court workload. 

appaaranCO n The act of coming into a court and submitting to the authority of 
that court. 

t( appaarance^, first syn Initial appaaranca n The first appearance of a 
juvenile or adult in the court which has jurisdiction over his case. 

daflning faaturaa 

/ first appearance in court 

Viv* j^^^"^^^ adult 
%• court has jurisdiction over the case 



20 



14 



Entries 



annotation Various procedural steps may be taken during a first appearance. 
The accu^ may be informed of the charges against him, a plea may be . 
entered, and bail set; or the accused may merely be, informed of his rights 
and of the general nature of the proceedings and it may be determined ^ 
whether the accused has counsel. A first appearance niay include a detenhi- 
nation of probable cause and the arraignment. * Despite this variety, the use 
r- of "first* appearance" in information systems' is justified by the need to 
cdpture elapsed time information. It describes the time at which court 
proceedings begin, following the filing of the charging document, regardless 
of .what the first appearance may actually entail in specific cases, • A first 
appearance is often called a "preliminary arraignment," or a "presentment," 
alid occasionally a "magistrates preliminary hearing" or a "prjjiiminary 
hearing." These terms are not recommended for purposes of interstate or 
^ national information exchange. ; 

dppollant n A person who initiates an appeal. 

arraignment n The appearance of a person before a court in order that the 
court may inform him of the accusation(s) against him and enter his pjea. 

recommended conditions of use Do not use for purposes of interstate or 
national information excha/ige. initial plea or first appearance as 
appropriate (plea, initial; ap^iearance, first). 

annotation The meaning of arraignment varies widely among jurisdictions. 
An arraignment may extend over several appearances and in some cases 
may include reading formal cliarges, advising 'the defendant of his rights,' 
appointing counsel, entering a plea and other actions. Commonly, arraign- 
ment is used to refer to the appearance of the defendant, at a hearing in 
which he is informed of the charges against him but which does not include 
th^ entering of a plea. Because of the variation in usage, arraignment is not a 
recommended term for data exchange. • See rights of defendant. 

^ arrest n Taking a person into custody by authority of law, for the purpose of 
charging him with a criminal offense or for the purpose of initiating juvenile 
proceedings, terminating with the recording of a specific offense. 

defining features 

• taking into custody by placing under control by actual or potential 
physical restraint 

• by authority of law 

• specific offense(s) recorded by law enforcement ^ency in relation to 
identified adult or juvenile, by booking or other official registration 

recommended conditions of use Do not count as arrests events not termi- 
nated with booking or other official registration of an offense(s). Do not use 
booking, citation (appear), or summons as synonyms. Include juvenile arrests 
where either a criminal or status offense is recorded. 

annotation See probable cause and rights of defendant for legal aspects of 
^ arrest. • This definition differs from the legal definition of the term, which 
does not require that the purpose of holding to answer a criminal charge be 
fulfilled. Interagency and state level data systems conventionally treat arrest 
together with most serious offense charged as an indivisible unit of count. 

• UCR includes in counts of arrests those instances wkere a person is taken 
into custody on the grounds of "suspicion" and no offense is recorded. 
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• The definition excludes those events commonly described as "field 
interviews/' "field interrogations,** or ''temporary detentions** in any loca- 

; tion, whether or not the officer considers the person under arrest during 
some part of the episode. • "By authority of law** is included as a defining 
feature because, although the existence of fhe legally liece^ry probable 
cause (qjc arrest can later be challenged, at the police level of action and 
reporting it must be assumed that it does exist. 

^ arson n The intentional destruction or attempted destruction, hy fire or 
explosive, of the property of another, or of one*s own property with the 
intent to defraud. . 

defining fMtuw 

• starting a fire or causing an explosion ' - 

• intent to destroy the property of another, or , 

• intent to destroy one*s own property with the intent to defraud 
" or . ^ / 

• attempting^the above act • 

r^comnwmhd conditions of ubo Do not include the causiog «of fires or 
explosions with intent to kill or injure another person, or those that do kill 
or injure. Count thos^e offenses under appropriate aggrayated assault and 
criminal homicide categories (assault^ aggrarated; homicide, criminal). 

\ mnoiaiion The matter of intent distinguishes arson from lesser crimetf such 
as reckless burning and malicious mischief * An example of arson with 
intent to defraud is the destruction of property in order to collect insurance. 

• Instances of ar^n attempted or committed by means of an explosive or 
incendiary device can also be counted as bomMbg incidents, 

# assault n Unlawfol intentionil infiicting, or attempted or threatened infiicting, 

of injury upon another. ^ ^ 

~ mnotatfon Assaults are most commonly classified as aggrarated assault 
(assault, aggrayated) and simple assault (assault, simple), with respect to their 
seriousness. Other special categories are assault with a deadly weapon, a 
subclass of aggravated assault, often codified with a special penalty range, 
and assault on. a law enforcement officer, codified with respect to the status 
of the victim but irrespective of seriousness. • Thc^ational Crime Panel 
reports defme assault as "An unlawful physical attacK by one person upon 
> another, including both aggravated and simple assault. Excludes rape and 
attempted rape, as well as attacks involving theft or attempted theft, which 

' are classified as robbery.** ^ 

# assault, aggravatsd n Unlawful intentional causing of serious bodily injury 

with or without a deadly weapon or unlawful intentional attempting or 
threatening of serious bodily injury or death with a deadly weapon. 

d0flnlng fsatursM^UCR Part I offon— 

• intent 

• actual infliction of serious bodily injury, or 

• threat or attempt to inflict injiiry or death by means of a deadly weapon 

gnnotatfon UCR subdivides assault into (a.) firearm, (b.) knife or cutting 
instrument,' (c.) other dangerous weapon, and (d.) hands, fist, feet, etc. — 
aggravated injury. Hiese constitute aggravated assault. Examples of aggra- 
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vated injury arc broken bones, loss of fceth, internal injuries, ii\junes 
requiring stitches, and loss of conscioUstiess. Attempted murder is incW)o() 
in this category^y UCRw *• In UCR if no deadly weapon is used and no 
serioih injury is inflicted, the offense is simple amult (assault, simple); if the ; 
as9aul^is for the purpose of tde unlawful faking of projperty,''then the offense 
i^jTiiihtry; if for the purpcijs^ of effecting rape, then it is forcible rape (rape^ 
forcible). •.The phrase ''aggravate a^ult** is not used in many state penal 
codes. However, almost exactly the same distinction between the mofc and 
the less serious crime can be found in every podc under different names, 
sometimes indicated by classification into felonies and misdemeanors. • The 
National Crime Panel reports defme aggravated assault as Attack with a 
weapon i^efulting in^any injury and attacks without a weapon resulting either 
in serious injury (e.g., broken bones, loss of teeth, internal injuries, loss of 
consciousness) or in undetermined iiyury requiring 2 or more days of 
hospitalization. Also kicludcT attempted assault with a weapon." • Terms 
, appearing in state, codes synonymous or nearly synonymous with aggravat- 
ed-assault are: aggravated assault and battery, aggravated battery, assault 
with a deadly weapon, assault with intent to kill, assault with the intentj^o 
commit murder or manslaughter, atrocious assault, attempted murder^ and 
felonious assault. 

# assault on a law enforcement officer n A simple or aggravated assault, 
where the victim'is a law enforcement officer engaged in the performance of 
his duties. 

anhotMtlon This type of assault is counted by UCR and is usually distin- 
guished in statutes by a separate penalty range. • Simple resisting of arrest 
where the law. enforcement officer's safety is not in danger does not 
constitute assault on a law enforcement officer. 

^ assault, simple n Unlawful intentional threatening, attempted inflicting, or 
inflicting of less than serious bodily injury, in the absence of a deadly 
weapon. , 

defining f0Mtur0B 

• intent ^ 

• no deadly weapoh 

• inflicting of bodily injury less than serious, or — ^ - 

• attempt or threat to inflict bodily injury 

annoMion This offense is UCR assault category 4.e., a Part II offense. 
Examples of less than serious injuries are bruises, black eye, cuts, scratched, 
swelling or other injuries requiring no more than usual first-aid treatment. 

• The National Crime Panel reports define simple assault as "Attack without 
a weapon resulting either in minor injury (e.g., bruises, black eye, cuts, 
scratches, swelling) or in undetermined injury requiring less than 2 days of 
hospitalization. Also includes attempted assault without a weapon." • Either 
the use of a deadly weapon or the actual infliction of serious ii\jury suffices 
to establish the more serious offense, agsrayated assault (assault, aggravated). 

# assault with a deadly weapon Unlawful intentional inflicting, or 
attempted or threatened inflicting, of injury or death, with the use of a 
deadly weapon. 

ii3 
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annotation Assault with a deadly weapon is a subtype of aggravated assault, 
often treated separately in statutes and data systems. It includes the UCR 
assault subclasses (a.) through (c). See assault, aggravated. 

# assigned counsel n An attorney, not regularly employed by a government 

agency, assigned by the court to represent a particular person(s) in a 
particular criminal proceeding. 

^ It ' > 

defining features 

• a defense attorney ^ 

• assigned by the co\irt in a particular case 

• not employed by the government 

• may be compensated by government fee or retainer for each case 

recommended conditions of use Do not u^ as a synonym for public 
defender. * 

annQtatlon^ Alh assigned counsel may be, but is not necessarily, ^p^id by a 
government agency for his work on a particular case. An attorney who is 
regularly employed by the government to represent p)ersons in criminal 
proceedings is a public defender. The third type of 'defense attorney is 
privately retained counsel. 

# attorney syn lawyer syn counsel n a person trained in the law, admitted to 

practice before the bar of a given jurisdiction, and authorized to advise, 
represent, and act for other persons in legal proceedings. 

annotation An attorney may represent private individuals, corporations, or 
the government. 

backlog n The number of pending cases which exceed the capacity of the court, 
in that they cannot be acted upon because the court is xvccupied in acting 
upon other cases. ^ ;^ ^ 

recommended conditions of c/sd Specify which indicators are used to 
_ compute backlog. Do not use as a synonym for pending caseload (caseload, 
pending). See case (court) and caseload (court) for further conditions and 
explanation. 

annotation Backlog is not easily measured. Cases may be "backed up" at 
various stages in the judicial process, and It is often difficult to deterniine 
yvhether a case is waiting because of the inadequate capacity of th^ courier 
^ because of some other reason independent of the courti A court may have a 
vpry large pending caseload, but because it also has a very large capacity to 
handle cases of that type, there may be very little backlog, and each 
individual case may be handled with little waiting time. * Backlog may be 
measured by observing the interaction of filing rate, disposition rate, 
^ ' pending caseload, length of time from filing to disposition and other factors. 
A commonly used indicator of backlog is the average time from filing to 
^disposition compared with an ide^l tinle for cases of that type, "Disposition" 
may be taken to mean either/adjudication (criminal) or court disposition 
(disposition, court). • Backlog,iike caseload, is often studied with respect to 
an ii-idividual judicial ofQcejy^ In statistical queueing theory, backlog is the 
total "queue length" (Lq). 
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# borrtblng llfciclant n The detonation or attempted detonation of an explosive 

or incendiary device with willful disregard of risk to the person or property 
of another,, or for a .criminal purpose. 

arjnotatlon A category of events used by the N^ional Bomb Data Center of 
* the FBI, but not a codified offense. • It includes those instances of arson 
committed or attempted by means of an explosive or incwidiary device. It 
does nbt include fake bombs or hoax devices. • The offense .charged will 
differ according to the criminal purpo^, for exaihple, murder, extortion or 
Narson, or according to the degree of recklessness or negligence, Manifested. 

# booking n a police administrative action officially recording an arrest and 

identifying the person,- the place, the time, the arresting authority, and^he 
reason for the arrest. 

d0flnlng f0atur09 

• description of person, place, time; arresting authority and reason for arrest 
(alleged offense) 

• entry of these facts in ah official police register 

annotation An arrest is not a booking, but the latter is usually the action that 
must signify the completion of the arrest process in order for it to be 
reportable to an interagency or interstate data system. • Fingerprii>tiiig is 
not a necessary feature of this event. Its inclusioiiJin the procedure is a 
matter of administrative/need and choice. _ — 

# burglary n Unla\yful entry of a structure, with or without force, with intent to 

commit a felony, or larceny. 

defining featuns-^UCR Part I otfanw 

• unlawful entry of a fix^d structure, including all buildings used for regular 
residence, industry or business, and appurtenances* thereto such as a 
garage or tool shed, excluding such specialized structures as telephone 
booths and recreational^vchicles not used for regular residence 



• with or without force j 

• intent to commit a felony^or larceny 
or 

• attempting above act • 

annotation If a more serious felony, such as rape, is accompanied by 
unlawful entry, it is classified^fTuCll as the more serious pffense, rather 
than as burglary. • UCR Subdivides burglary into (a.) forcible entry, (b.) 
unlawful entry, and (c.) attempted forcible entry. • The National Crime 
Panel reports define "burglary** as "-unlawful or forcible entry of a home or 
business,^ usually, but not necessarily, attended by theft. Incudes attempted 
forcible entry.*^ The National Crime Panel classifies burglary against house- 
holds separately from burglary against businesses. The former is also divided 
into forcible entry: "a form of burglary in which force is used to gain entry, 
(e.^5 by breaking a window or slashing a screen);" unlawful entry: "a form 
of burglary committed by someone having no legal right to be in the 
premises even though force is not used;" and attempted forcible entry. The 
latter is divided into completed burglary and attempted burglary. 

camp/ranch/farm /2 Any of several types of similar confinement facilities, 
usually in a rural location, which contain adults or juveniles committed after 
adjudication. 
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recommended cpnd/t/one of use See detention facilitj^ and correctional 
institution for classification. 

ennotetfon *'KsincW "camp/* and *Tarm*V are not necessarily synonyms. 
They may or may not be distinguishable from each other in a ^iven 

^jurisdiction. • Facilities known by these names should be classified acQprd- 
ing to the reason for custody and the custodial authority of the facility: 

-Adult camps, road camps, ranches, county farms, and the like are classified 
as adult detention facilities (detention facility, adult), if^heir custodial 
authority is limited to persons who have received sentences ma year or less, 
even if they hold otily committed persons. JuVenile camps^ ranches and 
. ^farpis^are classified as juvenile correctional institutions ^correctional institu- 
tions, juvenile) if they hold only committed personsj because length of 
commitment is not a cfassificatory feature in the proposed classification for 
juvenile facilities. • See correctional facility for list of recommended 
standard descriptors. . 

case n At the level of police or prosecutorial investigation, a set of circum- 
stances under investigation involving one or more persons; at subsequent 
steps in criminal proceedings, a charging document alleging the commission 
of one or more crimes, -or a single defendant; in juvenile or correctional 
proceedings, a person who is the object of agency action. 

recommended condftfons of use Do not use **cas^" in interstate or national 
information exchange without explicit definition. 

annotstlon The definition of "case,** as indicated above, varies according to 
the process step and, in criminal proceedings, whether ^he charging docu- 
ment or individual defendant is the unit of count. See complaint requested 
, (police), case (court), caseload (corrections), caseload (court) for recom- 
mended usages. 

^ CasO (court) n a single charging documerit under the jurisdiction of a court; 
or a single defendant. 

recommended conditions of use Sp^c\^y whether the case count is based on 
defendant or charging document. • Specify whether only active cases, or 
bofh active and inactive cases are counted. • Begin a count of cases at filing* 
Specify whether acUudication (criminal) or court disposition (disposition, 
court) is taken as endpoint. 

snnotstlon Although there are advantages to reporting with respect both to 
charging documertts and individual criminal defendants, a defendant-based 
system is to be preferred in order to determine liow the system is treating 
individuals. A judicial information system which is part of a larger system 
designed to trace the progress of individuals throughout all portions of the 
criminal justice system (an OBTS system) needs to provide defendant-based 
case data. • In a system based on dp^ndants, if a single charging document 
napjes multiple defendants^ then each defendant is recorded in statistical 
reports as a separate unit. If an individual is named as a defendant in separate 
charging documents, he is counted as a separate unit in each, unless the 
charging documents are consolidated into a single proceeding. • A distinc- 
tion is made between "active** and "inactive** cases. Inactive cases are those 
which cannot be acted upon and are not likely to come to trial anytime sobn 
because, for example, the defendaf^ is a fugitive, incompetent, in a mental 
hospital, etc. • For statistical purposes, a court case may be counted as 
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disposed of cither when the case reaches adjudication (criminal) or when it 
^ reaches court disposition. The case remains under the jurisdiction of the 
court until sentence, or longer in the case of a suspended sentence/ 
However, there are advantages to the use of adjudication as the endppint. In 
the time between conviction and sentencing, the case is efTectively in the 
hands of the agency responsible for any presentence .investigation and not 
under the direct control of the court; Calculations of court workload and of 
court time needed to dispose of cases may therefore exclude the interval 
from conviction to sentencing. • The distinction between defdridimt-based 
, and charging document-based systems, the distinction between active and 
inactive cases, and the choice of adjudication or final disposition as end- 
point, figure crucially in the defmition of caseload (court), pending caseload 
(caseload, pending), and backlog. 

CaMload (corrections) n The total number of clients registered with a 
correctional ageqcy or agent during a specified time period, often divided 
into active and inactive, or supervised and unsupervised, thus distinguishing 
between clients with whom the agency or agent maintains contact and those 
^ with whom it does not. 

m 

mnctatfon In the correctional context, caseload usually refers to those 
persons for whom a probation or parole agency has supervisorial responsibil- 
ity. Persons in the custody of a confinement ^cility are typically not called 
"caseloads." However, a correctional counselor within a confinement facili- 
ty is sometimes considered to have a caseload if his responsibilities are 
limited to a specific group of inmates. 

caseload (court) n The total number of cases filed in a given court or before 
a given judicial officer during a given period of time. 

recommended conditions of use Specify whether the case count is based on ^ 
defendant or on charging document, whether only active cases or both active 
and inactive cases are included, and whether adjudication (criminal) or court 
. disposition (disposition, court>is taken as the endpoint. 

annotation (Caseload (court) includes not only nev{ cases but also the pending 
caseload (caseload, pending) at. the beginning of the reporting ^riod, 
previously terminated cases which are reopened or reinstated, andA cases 
transferred from another court. • See case (court) for further information. 

it caseload, pending n The number of cases at any given time which have 
been filed in a given court, or are before a given judicial ojFficer, but have^ 
not reached disposition. > 

recommended conditions of use Specify whether the count of cases is based 
on defendant or charging document. Specify whether only active cases, or 
both active and inactive cases are counted. Specify whether aiUudication 
(criminal) or court disposition (disposition, court) is taken as the endpoint of a 
case. Do not use backlog as a synonym. 

annotation Pending caseload is not equivalent to backlog, which is a 
measure of the extent to which p)ending -caseload exceeds capacity. • See 
case (court) and caseload (court) for further information. 
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CCH n An abbreviation for ''computerized criminal history." 

annot9tlon A computerized criminal history is criminal history record 
information concerning an identified offender or alleged offender contained 
in an automated file. CCH is also a common name for the program of 
automated files maintained by the FBI and several states for the naticmal and 
state exchange of criminal history record information. A computerized 
criminal history does not include fingerprints, but entry of information into 
the automated file is contingent upon fingerprint verification of identity. 
The national CCH program uses the Uniform Offense Classification (UOC) 
and other coding structures. • The data base designs of CCH and OBTS 
systems are similar. 

charge n A formal allegation that a specific person(s) has committed a specific 
offense(s). 

annotation This word is frequently used in general discourse as a synonym 
for accusation* and also as a cover term for the various formal actions, 
occurring at different steps in the criminal justice process, accusing persons 
of offenses More specific terms recommended in this edition for statistical 
use are complaint requested (poh'ce) and complaint, information, and indict- 
ment. See also arrest. 

^ charging document n A formal written accusation, filed in a court, alleging 
that a specified person(s) has committed a specific offense(s). 

defining features 

• formal written accusation 

• specified person(s) alleged to have committed specific offense(s) 

• document filed in court 

annptatlon There are three types of charging document. A complaint is an 
accusation made by any person, but often by a prosecutor. An information is 
an accusation made by a prosecutor. An indicUnent is an accusation made by 
a grand jury (jury, grand). • The filing of a charging document in a court 
initiates criminal proceedings against the accused. • Complaints, informa- 
tions and indictments are sometimes collectively spoken of as "indictments." 
"Charging document" is proposed to cover all three in order to eliminate 
ambiguity. 

^ check fraud n The issuance or passing of a check, draft, or money order that 
is legal as a formal document, signed by the legal account holder but with 
•the foreknowledge that the bank or depository will refuse to honor it 
because of insufficient funds or closed account. 

defining features 

• issuing or passing check, draft or money order . 

• by legal account holder **" , 

• intent to defraud, meaning foreknowledge that funds are insufficient or 
account closed ' 

annotation When the printed check is illegally created or signed by a person 
other than the legal .account holder the offense is forgery. • Instances of 
check fraud are often called "NSF checks," "nonsufficient funds checks," 
"insufficient f^mds," and "bad checks." 

• AS 
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# chief of police n a local la>y enforcement officer who h the appointed or 
elected head of a police department. 

Mnnotatlon See ^lice diepartnient* « Examples of special, local agencies and 
districts having law enforcement subunits headed by chiefs of police arc 
bridge, transited housing authorities. * See law enforcement officer, local. 

Child abuse n a willful action or actions by a person causing physical hanii to a 
chUd. 

r0comm0nd0d conditions of use Count as dependents all children over 
whom a juvenUe'court has assumed jurisdiction because of child abuse. 

anno^Hon Child abuse; meaning assault upon a child, is sometimes a 
codified criminal offense. It may include actions that result in the withhold- 
ing of food or medical care from a child. A juvenile court determination that 
abuse has occurred can be a reason for an adjudication of dependent. 

child neglect n willful failure by the person(s) responsible for a child's well- 
being to provide for adequate food, clothing, shelter, education and 
supervision. 

recommend0d conditions of use Count as dependents all children over 
whom a juyenlle court has assumed jurisdiction because of willful child 
neglect. 

annotation Child neglect, meaning willful neglect, is sometimes a codified 
criminal offense. A juvenile court determination that neglect has occurred 
can be a reason for an adjudication of dependent. 

# citation (appear) n a written 9rder issued by a law enforcement ofTiper 
directing an alleged offender to appear in a specific court at a specified time 
in order to answer a criminal charge. 

defining features 

• alleged commission of a criminal offense 

• order issued by a law enforcement officer 

• in lieu of arrest and booking 

• requiring appearance in designated court at specific time 

• to answer criminal charge 

recommended conditions of use Do not use summons as a synonym. Do not 
include citations such as parking tickets, where the forfeiting of bail 
eliminates the necessity to appear in court. 

annotation In some jurisdictions "summons*^ is used for* an order signed by a 
law enforcement officer. For the purposes of interstate or national informa- 
tion exchange, it is recommended that "summons" be used to mean the 
order signed by a judicial officer This is the traditional sense of sunmions, 
which should be preserved in order to distinguish between issuing authori- 
ties. • The use of the term "citation (appear)" also serves to distinguish 
orders where court appearance is required from parking violations and other 
infractions, foV which the forfeit of bail usually closes the proceeding. These 
notices, which could be called "citations (forfeit)" are not recorded in 
criminal justice information systems. • See summons; subpoena; and warrant, 
bench for court orders requiring appearance. 
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# COfnmltmont n The action of a judicial officer ordering that an adjudicated 

and sentenced adult, or adjudicated delinquent or status offender who has 
been the subject of a juvenile court disposition hearing, be admitted into a 
correctional facihty. 

mrnotathn In this terminology an adult can be committed only after he has 
been convicted and sentenced, or a juvenile adjudicated to be a delinquent or 
status offender only after a disposition hearing* >vhereas an adult or juvenile 
can be held in detention during any portion of the criminal or juvenile 
justice process before commitment. 

# community facility syn nonconf Inement facility, adult or Juvenile n 

A correctional facility from which residents are regularly permitted to 
depart, unaccompanied by any official, for the purpose of daily use of 
community resources such as schools or treatment programs, and seeking or 
holding employment. 

defining f0atur09 

• nonconfinement facility 

• regular access to schools, treatment programs or employment 

• pre-adjudicated or committed adults or juveniles 

rBCOnunemM conditions of use Indicate level of government, and whether 
adult or juyenile, 

annotation In this terminology correctional facilities are divided into three 
major groups: (1) detention focilities and (2) correctional institutions, both of 
which are confinement facilities, and (3) community facilities. "Community 
facihty" includes all facihties where the residents can regularly leave during 
the day, unaccompanied by any official, whether or not a security rating is 
applicable to movement within the facility. It does not include confinement 
facilities where a small proportion of the inmates may leave occasionally for 
work release or other furlough programs., • Facilities variously called 
"halfway houses," "group homes," "residential treatment centers," "juve- 
nile homes," "shelters," and the like, which fit this definition>^hould be 
classified as community facilities • See correctional fecility foXa list of 
recommended standard descriptors. . 

# complaint n a formal written accusation made by any person, often a 

prosecutor, and filed in a court, alleging that a specified person(s) has 
committed a specific offense(s). 

defining fsaturas k i . 

• formal written accusation 

• specified person(s) alleged to have committed specific offense(s) 

• accusation made by any person 

• document filed in court 

annotation Complaint, information and indictment are the three types of 
charging document • The filing of a charging document in a court initiates 
criminal proceedings against the accused. • A complaint, is usually filed in 
misdemeanor cases or to initiate probable cause hearings in felony cases. 
Informations and indictments are usually used to initiate felony trials. In 
some jurisdictions, however, a complaint, when made by a prosecutor, has 
the same function as an information and can be used as an alternative to an 
» information. ■ 

V 30 
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^ complaint denied n The decision by a prosecutor to decline a request that he 
seek an indictment or file an information or complaint against a specified 
person(s) for a specific offenses). 

• ' rwcomnwndM conditions of Me Do not use dismissal as a synonym. 

; annotation A decision by the court to halt further proceedings is a dismissal. 

* Complaint denied is one of two responses to a complaint requested (police); 
the other is complaint granted. • A complaint denied results in the charges 
being dropped and further proceedings halted. • "Complaint rejected" or 
"complaint declined" are used as synonyms in some data systems. 

# COmpiaint granted n The decision by a prosecutor to grant a request that he 

seek an indictment or file an information or complaint against a specified 
person(s) for a specific offense(s). 

MnnotBtion Complaint granted is one of two responses to a complaint 
requested (police); the other is ^Hnplaint denied. • "Complaint accepted^ is 

used as a synonym in some data sy^ms. 

# COmpiaInt requested (poiice) n a request by a law enforcement agency 

that the prosecutor seek an indictment or file a complaint or information 
" against a specified person(s) for a specific oiTense(s). 

annotation Complaint requested (police) is the request to prosecute, where- 
as complaint is the formal charging document • The prosecutor may respond 
to a complaint requested with a complaint denied or a complaint granted* 

• The police are not the only source of requests for prosecutorial action. 
Citizens and governmental agtncies may also request action. Requests by 
citizens may account for a significant portion of prosecutorial workload. 

confinement famity n A correctional facility from which the inmates are not 
regularly p)ermitted to depart each day unaccompanied. 

racommehded conditions of use Subdivide into detention facilities and 
correctional institutions. 

annotation In this terminology correctional facilities are divided into three 
major groups: (1) detention facilities and (2) correctional institutions, both of 
which are confinement facilities, and (3) community facilities. The distin- 
guishing feature is behavioral: whether or not the inmates can regularly 
leave each day without supervision. This discrimination, which places the 
category ^undary at the point of facility-pommunity interaction, appears to 
correspoiid most closely with considerations of relative cost, isolation of 
inmates or residents' rehabilitative experience. The contrast is not described 
in terms of sectirity levels, or the applicability of a secuAty rating, because 
such distinctions relate to both complex physical, architectural features of 
buildings or areas, and complex human regulation of inmate movement, 
mainly within facilities. Nor are relative degrees of "restrictiveness," which 

^ are used to characterize facilities in some statistical definitions^ considered 
relevant, since such distinctions cannot be consistently and objectively 
defined at present at the national level. Thus in this terminology, a faciUty 
w^th a minimum security rating is a confinement facility if the inmates 

~ cannot leave unaccompanied each day, or a conmiunity facility if they can 
regularly leave for short periods each day, no matter what restrictions may 
apply to them when they are inside the facility. • Facilities in which a small 
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proportion of inmates participate in , work release or other furlough pro- 
grams are included in confinement facilities. 

convict n An adult who has be^en found guilty of a felony and who is confined in 
a federal or state confinement facility. 

annotation See inmate and prisoner for preferred terms. 

# conviction n a judgrfieilt of a court, basdp either on the verdict of a jury or a 
judicial officer or on the guilty plea/ot^^he defendant, that the defendant is 
guilty of the ofTense(s) for which he has been tried. 

racpmmanded conditions of use Do not use as a synonym* for guilty verdict 
(verdict, guilty) in statistical reporting. 

annotation Acquittal and dismus^ai are the other possible adjudications 
(criminal). ' A guilty verdict nidy be rejected by t|je cQiirt in its judgment, 
and thus does not necessarily result in a cooyiclipni' > ' 

^ correctional agency n a federal(^state, or local' criminal justice agency, 
under a single administrative authority, of which the principal functions are 
the investigation, intake screening! supervision, custody, confinement, or 
treatment of alleged or adjudicated adult offiwiders, delinquents, or status 
offencjers. . 

defining features 

• federal,. state, or local criminal justice agency 

• principal functions are investigation, intake screeninjg, supervision, 
custody, confinement, or treatment ^ 

• of alleged or adjudicated adult offenders, or 

• of alleged or adjudicated delinquents or status offenders 

annotation CJorrectional agency is a subclass of criminal justice agency. 
Subtypes of correctional agency include probation agency, parole agency, 
and agencies that administer correctional facUities. • The classification of 
correctional agencies for statistical purposes requires numerous refinements 
and reporting conventions designed for specific data presentation purposes. 
The following conventions are recommended as standard national usage 
from which deviations should be indicated: 

1. Private agencies are excluded. 

2. Agencies of which the sole function is the care of juvenile dependents are 
excluded. 

3. A correctional agency that administers more than one correctional 
* . facility is counted as a single agency. 

4. All administratively separate agencies should be classified -and counted 
separately, even if they perform only one function. Thus a parole authority 

• detached from the agency. that administers confinement facilities is a 
separate agency. 

5. For summary statistics, the same agency may be counted more than once, 
when classifying agencies by specific function. Thus a given probation 
agency having a broad range of responsibilities could be counted once under 
adult probation agencies, a second time under juvenile probation agencies, 
and a third time under intake units. A sheriffs department could be counted 
as both a law enforcement and a correctional agency, depending upon the 
purpose of the presentation. 
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* 6. Compound names should be used in statistical publications for single 
agencies which perform functions often assigned to two agencies, for 
example *"adult probation/parole agency.'^ 

# correctional day program n A publicly fmanced and operated non* 

residential educational or treatment program for persons required, by a 
judicial officer, to participate. 

annotation This term is pr6vided«fcccount for the dispositions of persons 
who are not committed to corr^onal facilities but are required by a 
judicial officer to attend a day program designed for a correctional purpose. 
>yhen this category is needed for data presentations, it should include all 
government programs sp>ecirically intended for a correctional clientele, 
whether or not the program is conducted in publicly or privately owned 
premises. 

# correctional facility n a building or part thereof, set of buildings, or area 

enclosing a set of buildings or structures, operated by a government agency 
for the custody and/or treatment of adjudicated, and committed persons, qr 
persons subject to criminal or juvenile justice proceedings, 

annotation Although this term is also used in some official contexts to 
represent only secure institutions for aiUudicated persons, such as prisons 
and training schools, it is here proposed as the generic name for all 
government facilities in which alleged or adjudicated offenders are confined 
or reside. Correctional facilities are not defined in this terminology as those 
operated by correctional agencie^tt^ecause whether or not a sheriffs depart- 
ment, for example, which operaSs a jail, is designated^ law enforcement 
agency or a co/rectional agency depends upon the purpose of the data 
presentation. • Although there is at present a lack of consensus on correc- 
tional facility nomenclature and no comprehensive, standard list of facility 
attributes and descriptors, there is a substantial consensus that certain 
features are fundamental to almost all descriptions and classifications of 
correctional facilities. In order to provide names and definitions for the 
classification features common to most statistical data presentations con- 
cerning correctional facilities, a list of these basic attributes and descriptors 
has been developed. 

Recommended standard descriptors for correctional facilities: 

primary attributes standard descriptors 

A> intended age group 1. adult 

2. juvenile 

3. youthful offender (indicate jurisdictional defmition) 

B. type of custody 1. tonfmement (24-hour confinement within facility) 

2. community/nonconfh^iT)ent (residence with 
regular access to community resources and 
, activities) 

C. reason for custody * 1 . detention (detained pending adjudication or 

commitment) 

2. commitment (by sentence, or juvenile disposition) 
* 3, ' diagnosis or classification . 

4. voluntary referral (subject voluntarily accepts 

referral to community facilijty by agency or * 
•court) I 



T 

See footnotes it end of table. 
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primary attributes 

D. custodial authority of facility . 
(adult)' 



custodial authority of facility 
(juvenile) • 



standard descriptors 

1. detention of 48 hours or mor^ 

to sentencesrof a year or less 

2. sentences of more than a year 

1. delinquent 

2. status offender 

3. dependent 



E. level of government 



1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 



federal 
state 
regional 
local 

male 
female 

average daily population 
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F. sex ' ^ 1. 

2. 

O. number of inmates or residents • 



* Voluntary referrals are technically not in custody* but the descriptor is needed to account for the 
judicial status of all residents of community facilities. 

* ^'Custodial authority of facility'* defmes adult correctional institutions by upper sentence limit and 
therefore does not require the designation of minimum sentence length customarily used in defming 
prisoners included in data presentations, that is, prison population characteristics. 

» A facility solely int^ed for the care of dependents is not a correctional facility in tKis terminology, 
but the descriptor is needed to account for all residents of those juvenile fiacilities t^tot contain mixed 
populations. 

It is recommended that these standard descriptors be used to describe and 
classify public correctional facilities in interstate and national exchange of 
statistical information intended for general users. The descriptors are intend- 
ed to serve as the basic elements of official facility names, definitions and 
classification systems. One or more of the descriptors for each attribute may 
pertain to a given facility. These mixtures, such as "youthful offender/ju- 
venile," or "male/female," should be indicated in data presentations. • It is 
important to note that this approach separates the more Resolvable problem 
of establishing classification features, that is, descriptors, from*^the very 
difficult problem of finding acceptable, unambiguous and convenient short 
names for types .of correctional facilities. If a consensus on the importance 
and suitability of these or similar descriptors can be confirmed, then 
unambiguous communication of statistical data concerning correctional 
facilities will be possible, whether pr not national agreement on short names 
and particular classificatory arrangements can be reached. That is, whether 
a given facility is for convenience called a "prison," or a "correctional 
institution" as is proposed in this edition, is not important as long as official 
communications use the basic standard descriptors, in addition to short 
names, when describing and classifying facilities. • There are a number of 
other correctional facility attributes that are sometimes considered basic. 
These include security level, special youthful offender dispositions, location, 
available rehabilitation programs,! drug involvement, actual or prescribed 
length of stay, age distribution, J and probation or parole status of the 
residents in nonKX)nfmement faci^ies. These are treated as secondary in this 
edition, because of the difficulty of establishing names and category defmi- 
tions consistently and reliably applicable to all jurisdictions. It is recom- 
• mended that data presentations employing descriptors for these secondary 
attributes as classification features be accompanied by explicit defmitions of 
their meaning in the jurisdiction(s) originating the data. • In order to initiate 
the process of reaching a consensus on a basic correctionjfl facility category 
nomenclature, and to illustrate use of the basic descriptors, the following 
classification system is proposed: .j m 
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corrcctioeal fteillty. 



I. correctioaal institutioo 
correctioiul Institution, adult 



Building, part of a building, or area encloaing a 
set of buildings or structures, operated by^ 
government agency for the custody and/or 
treatment of adjudicated, and committed per- 
sons, or persons subject to criminal or juvenile 
justice proceedings. 



* confinement 

* committed (sentenced) adults 

* custodial authority includes sentences of 
more than a year 

Common names: "prison," "pcmtpntiary," "fed- 
eral or'state correctional facility." 



correctional institutioD, Juvenile 
■4 



II. detention facUity 
detentioD facility, adult 



* confmement 

* delinquents and sutus ofTenders 

* committed after a juvenile disposition hear- 
ing 

Common names: "training school," "reforma- 
tory," "boy's camp." 

* confinement 

* custodial authority of 48 hours or more 

* adults detained pending adjudication, or 
committed after adjudication for sentences 
of a year or less 

Common names: "jail," "county farm," *^onor 
farm," "work camp," "road camp." 



detentfon facility, juvenile 



• confinement 

* juveniles detained pending adjudication, or 
mixed detained and adjudicated 

Common names: "juvenile hall," "detention 
center," "shelter." 



IIL community %yn nonconfinement facility, 
adult or juvenile 



* non-confmement 

* residence with regular, daily access to com- 
munity activities and resources, unaccom- 
panied by any official 

* adults or juveniles detained pending adjudi- 
cation or adjudicated and committed per- 
sons 

Common names: "halfway house," "group 
home," "residential treatment center," "juve- 
nile home," "shelter." 



This choice of nomenclature and definitions corresponds with the general 
usage of the Advisory Commission on Standards and Goals.* The system 
proposed here employs the first two descriptors for each of three attributes: 



•LEAA's Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention has begun to develop 
working definitionvtof "shelter care," "juvenile detention facility," and "juvenile correctional 
facility," for ust*^ monitoring compliance with the sututory provisions of the Juvenile 
Justice and Delinquency- Prevention Act of 1974. The terminology in this dictionary is not 
intended to be used for that purpose, which may require different names and definitions. 



Entries 



type of custody, reason for custody,^ and custodial authority of facility, as 
basic .classification features. Additional descriptors, such as male/female or 
federal/state, can be used as labels or to describe exceptions, or to create 
further subclasses, depending upon' the purpose of the daU prescnUtion. 

• Sec the individual entries: conflneiii^t fadlity, detention Aicility, corm^ 
tional institution, community facility, prison, JaU^ tndning soliool, diagnosis 
and classiflcation center, aunp/ranch/farm, residential treatment center, 
detention center, halfway house, group home, and shelter forjurther classifi- 
catory information. , 

correctional Instltlitlon n a generic name proposed in this terminology Ifor 
those long-term adult confinement facilities often called "prisons," "federal 
i or state correctional facilities," or "penitentiaries," and juvenile confinement 
\ facilities called "traiking schools," "refofmatories," "boy's ranches," and 
\ the like. 

S ^notation In this terminology correctional facilities are divided into three 
ajor groups: (1) detention facility and (2) correctional institutions, both of 
which are confinement facilities, and (3) community facilities* • The distinc- 
tions between adult correctional institutions and detention facilities and 
juvenile correctional institutions and detention facilities are^oot precisely 
parallel because length of sentence is a classificatory feature that is not 
applicable to juveniles. • "Correctional institution?' customarily denotes a 
facility for the long-term confinement of sentenced adults or committed 
delinquents or 'status offenders. It is used in many national pubhcations 
interchkngeably with "correctional facility." However, "correctional insti- 
tution" is rfepommended here in preference to "correctional facility" be- 
cause the latter term is the only available generic name for all custodial or 
residential facilities operated by government agencies, and is equally often 
used in that broader sense. • "Correctional institution" includes facilities 
where a smlall proportion of inmates leave occasionally for work release or„ 
other furlough programs. • Certain traditional subclassifltations of this type 
of facility, according to security level, rural or urban location, or types of 
available occupational or rehabilitative programs, are not defined in this 
terminology because of the Jack of a national consensus on classification. 
^ features. When such subclassification is necessary, explicit jurisdictional 
definitions should be inclnded in the data presentation. • See correctional 
institution, adult and correctiom^institution, juvenile for specific defining 
features and further classificatory^nformation. 

# correctional Institution^ adult n a confinement facility having custodial 
authority over adults sentenced to confinement for m*re than a year. 

defining f^Mturia 

• confinement facility 

• for sentenced adults 

• custodial authority includes sentences of more than a year 

recommended conditions of us^ Do not\se correctional facility as a 
synonym. Indicate level of government. Indicate whether all or part of 
facility is intended for special dispositions pursuant to a youthful offender 
statute, or as a diagnosis or classification center. 

mnotetion See correctional institution. • The wording of this proposed 
classificatory definition differs from those in most current statistical publica- 
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tions concerning such facilities since it pertains to the facility as a whole, not 
to the possible range of population characteristics. The definition, which 
characterizes facilities by upf)er sentence limit, distinguishes the typical state 
or federai'lfacility for long-tenn confinement from facilities of which the 
custodial authority Jtops at sentences of a year, or less than a year. It 
includes facilities in which a sniall proportion of irtihates participate in work* 
release or other furlough prbjgrams. • Atypical facilities, such as state 
ciperated jails or locally operated prisons, are unambiguously classifiable by 
using the distinguishing feature of upper sentence limit and indicatingftthe 
level of government. This classification does cause the facihty confining 
prisoners with sentences of fropi a few months up Xo two or three years to 
be placed in the same class as the common one year to life facility. However, 
this misalignment also occurs in , current survey publications which use 
lower sentence limit to define facility populations. .These imperfection^ in 
basic classification structures must continue to be dealt with by footnotes or 
* other devices for indicating deviations from general patterns., • This'cate- 

* gory includes facilities usually called "prisons," "penitentiaries," ^'^rison 
camps,^' "prison farms," ".state or federal correctional facilities" and the like, 
tt does not include such facilities as "county farms" ^d "road camps," . 
unless their custodial authority extends to sentences of more than a year. 

• See detention facUity. • See correctional facility for a list of recommended 
> * standard descriptors. 

# COrr Clonal institution, ]UVenile n A confinement facility having custodi- 

al authority over delinquents and status offenders committed to cenfinement 
after a juvenile disposition hearing. 

defining features 

? confinement facility 

• for delinquents and status offenders 

• committed after a juvenile disposition hearing 

recommended conditions of uke Do not use correctional facility as a 
synonym. Indicate level of government ^ Indicate whether all or part of 
facility is intended for special dispositions pursuant to a youthful offender 
stattite, or as a diagnosis or classification center. 

annotation See correctional institution. * This definition includes all juvenile 
facilities of which the primary function is the custody of juveniles who have 

♦ been adjudicated-to be delinquents or status offenders and committed to 
confinement by a judicial officer. It includes facilities in which a small 
number of inmates participate in work release or other furlough pro- 
grams. • This class includes facilities commonly palled "training schools,", 
"refomi, schools," "reformatories," and "boy's ranches,** or "camps" and 
"farms". • The national Juvenile Justice Act of 1974 apparently uses 
"correctional facility" to mean "correctional institution."* • See correction- 
al facility for a list of recommended standard facility descriptors. 

* 'LEAA^s Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention has begun to develop 
working definitions of "sheftr care," "juvenile detention facility," and "juvenile correctional 
facility," for use in monitoring compliance with the statutory provisions of the Juvenile 
Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act of 1974. The terminology in this edition of the 
dictionary is not intended to be used for that pur;posc, which may require different names and 
• ' definitions. 
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corrections n a generic term which includes all government agencies, facili- 
ties, programs, procedures, personnel and techniques, concerned with the 
investigation, intake, custody, confinement, supervision, or treatment of 
alleged or adjudicated adult offenders, delinquents, or status offenders. 

count n Each separate offense, attributed to one or more p)ersons, as listed in a 
complaint, information, or indictment. * 

annotation A single count may name one or more persons within a single 
charging document and a single p)erson may be named in one or more counts. 

counterfeiting n The manufacture or attempted manufacture of a copy or 
imitation of a negotiable instrument with value set by law or convention, or 
the possession of such a copy without^authorization, with. the intent to 
defraud by claiming the* genuineness of fhe copy. 

^defining features ^ 

• model produced or issued by public agency or corp>oration 

• unauthorized copying of a model negotiable article or instrument 

• intent to defraud, meaning misrepresentation of genuineness of copy 
or . 

• attempting the above act 
or 

• possession of a counterfeit ^^-^ 

recommended conditions of use Do not include forged works of 

annotation UCR and many statutes do not distinguish between forgery and 
counterfeiting. The distinction rests on the fact that a counterfeiting presup- 
poses the prior existence of an officially issued uem of value which provides 
a model for the perp>etrator.. Examples include currency, coins, postage 
stamps, ration stamps, food stamps, bearer bonds, etc. This kind of model is 
absent in a fergery. 

^ court n An agency of the judicial branch of government, authorized or 
established by statute or constitution, and consisting of one or more judicial 
officers, which has the authority to decide upon controversies in law an(f * 
disputed matters of fact brought before it., 

defining features * 

• agency of judicial branch of government 

• established by constitution or statute 

• consisting of one or more judicial officers 

• has authority to decide upon cbntroversies of law and fact brought before 
it. 

recommended conditions of use In interstate or national information ex- 
change, classify courts with criminal jurisdiction as criminal justice agencies. 

annotation The terms "judge" and "court" can be synonymous. The phrase 
."order of the court" is equivalent to "order of .the judge." • In this 

terminology a court is an organizational unit of which the geographic 
Jurisdiction is established by^Haw. Sessions of the same court in different 
, locations are not counted as separate courts. However, some statistics, for 

example caseload statistics, may need to be presented by court location. 

• The above definition describes all courts. However, because the features 
•that define the jurisdiction of different types of civil courts are different 
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from those that define the jurisdiction of different types of criminal.courts, , 

the following subclassificatipn applies only to the latter. The three major 

classes of criminal court defined in this dictionary are: court ^ limited 

jurisdiction, court of general jurisdiction, and court of appellate jurisdiction. 

All these courts share the basic defining features. There are three unshared 

features used to distinguish among classes of criminal courts: extent of felony 

trial jurisdiction, extent of jurisdiction over a|H|»eab, and whether or not it is 

a court of record, as folldws: 
if •. 

court of limited Jurisdiction 

1. no felony trial jurisdiction, or trial jurisdiction limited to less than all 
felqnies ' , 

2. may or may not hear appeals 

3. not necessarily a court of record 



court of general Jurisdiction 

1. trial jurisdiction over all felonic* 

2. .may or may not hear appeals - . • . - 

3. court of record 

court of appellate Jurisdiction 

1. no criminal trial jurisdictiom 

2. hears appeals 

3. court of record 

Courts of general jurisdiction have jurisdiction to try all criminal offenses, 
not only felonies. It is theit unlimited felony trial jurisdiction, however, 
which sets theny apart from courts of limited jurisdiction. In very few states 
are courts of limited jurisdiction empowered to try any felonies at all. In 
those states where they do have felony trial jurisdiction, it is restricted. In a 
few states, they have jurisdiction over those felonies where the penalty 
prescribed falls below a certain statutorily specified limit. In these cases, the 
courts of general jurisdiction maintain concurrent jurisdiction over those 
felonies which the cpurts of limited jurisdiction are also empowered to try. 
• Courts with jurisdiction over juveniles (JuTcnile courts) do not fit uniquely 
into any one of these categories, because some are special courts which 
could be subsumed under courts of limited, jurisdiction, but others are 
sessions of courts of general jurisdiction. • The court typology and^terminol- 



National Survey of Court Organization, 1973, aiid National Survey of Court 
'Organization: 1975 Supplement to State Judicial Systems, published by the 
U.S. Department of Justice, Law Enforcement Assistance Administration. 
These publications include courts with jurisdiction limited to juvenile or 
other civil matters as well as those with criminal jurisdiction. These courts 
are included because' many courts heai*.civil as well as criminal cases, or 
have jurisdiction over juveniles as well as adults, and cannot consistently 
provide budget, manpower, and ^caseload data for civil vs. criminal and 
juvenile vs. adult functions. Tbiis, in order to allbw the development of 
comprehensive and nationall/ comparable data in th6se areas, it was 
necessary to include all court/ in the survey. • The terminology used in the 
various states for classes of courts X^^o^ at all uniform. Some of the most 
common names are Usted in the dictionary entries for the individual classes 
of courts. Complete lists of the terms used for the various state systems are 
to be found in the National Survey of Court Organization publications. 
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Bureau of the Census studies. 



# court of appellatib Jurisdiction n A court which does not try criminal 
cases, but which hears appeals. 
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dmflning features 

• court 

• no criminal trial jurisdiction 
' • hears appeals 

• court of reco^-d 

annotMtlon The other two classes of court defined in this dictionary are: 
court of general jurisdiction and court of limited jurisdiction. • A court of 
appellate jurisdiction hears appeals frOm a court of general jurisdiction, and 
in some cases also hears appeals directly from a court of limited jurisdiction. 
•Courts of appellate jurisdiction include both courts of intermediate appeals 
and courts of last resort. A court of last resort has jurisdiction over all final 
appeals within a state; within the state system there is no appeal from a court 
of last resort. A court of intermediate appeals is limited in W appellate 
jurisdiction by state law or at the discretion of the court of last resort in the 
state, and the court of last resort may review its decisions. Not all states 
have courts of intermediate appeals. • Courts of appellate jurisdiction are 
commonly named "court of appeals" and "suprepie court." • In special 
cases a court of appellate jurisdiction may have original jurisdiction. For 
example, the United States Supreme Court has original jurisdiction in 
controversies involving two or more states.* 

# court of general jurisdiction n Of criminal courts, ^ court which has 

jurisdiction to try all criminal offenses, including all felonies, and which may 
or may not hear appeals. 

defining features 

• court ' . . 

• trial jurisdiction over all felonies 

• may or may not hear Appeals ^ 

• cotirt of record * 

annotation The other two classes of court defined in this dictionary are court 
of limited jurisdiction and court of appellate jurisdiction. • A court of general 
jurisdiction tries all felonies, while^a c^urt of limited jurisdiction eitl^ is 
_ limited in its jurisdiction to trying the less serious felonies, or in most ca^, 
has no felony trial jurisdiction. • In some jurisdictions, a court of general 
jurisdiction may review the decisions of a court of limited jurisdiction. 

• The decisions of a court of general jurisdiction may be reviewed by a 
court of appellate jurisdiction. • Courts of general jurisdiction are conMnon- 
ly named "superior court," "district court," and "circuit court.** • The 
factual determination of a court of general jurisdiction is final; apfi^s are 
on the record and on matters of law rather than on matters of fact • See ^ 
juvenile court for special problems of classification. 

# court of limited jurisdiction n Of criminal courts, a court of which the trial 

jurisdiction either includes no felonies or is limited to less than all felonies, 
and which may or may not hear appeals. 

defining features 

• court . . 

• no felony trial jurisdiction, or xrial jurisdiction limited to less than all 
felonies ' * 

• may or may not hear appeals 

• not necessarily a court of record 
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Mnnoi9tk>n The other two classes of courts defined in this dictionary are: 
court of general Jvuriadlction^and court of appellate Jurisdiction. • A court of 
limited jurisdiction. is limited to a particular class or classes of cases, and 
cannot try every felony. A court of limited jurisdiction often has jurisdiction' 
over mlademeanoi' or traftic cases, over probable cause hearings (hearing, 
probable eause) in felony cases, and occasionally over felony trials where the 
" ' penalty prescribed for the offense is below a stotutorily specified limit. A 
court of general jurisdiction has unlimited jurisdiction to try all criminal 
cases, including all felonies. • In some jurisdictions a court of general 
jurisdiction may hear appeals from a court of limited jurisdiction, and in 
some cases may review decisions of a court of limited jurisdiction de nom 
In other jurisdictions, appeals from a court of limited jurisdiction are made 
directly to a court of appellate jurisdiction, bypassing the court of general 
jurisdiction. • With respect to civil cases, a court of limited jurisdiction may 
be limited to a certain type of case,, or to cases where the amount in 
controversy is below a statutoril^^^ specified limit. • Courts of limited 
jurisdiction are commonly named "city court,*' "county, court," "municipal 
court," "justice court," "magistrate court," "police court," "traffic court," 
"domestic relations court," "family court," "probate court," and "small 
^ claims court.'*" • See JuVenllrMurt for special problems of classification. ^ 

# credit card fraud n The use or attempted use of a credit card in order to 
obtain goods or services with the intent to avoid payment, 

defining fMtur09 

• intent to avoid paymei^ for goods or services 

• fraudulent use of valid card by legal owner, or 

• use of valid card by unauthorized person, or 

• use of stolen, forged, revoked card 
or 

• attempting the above 

r0comm0nd0d condition of U90 Do- not include illegal credit card manufac- 
ture or larceny. 

annotBtion The unlawful acquisition of a credit card is larceny. Unlawful 
manufacture is forgery. 

^ crime syn criminal offense « An act committed or omitted in violation 
of a law forbidding or commanding it for which an adult can be punished, 
upon conviction, by incarceration and other penalties or a corporation 
penalized, or for which a juvenile can be brought under the jurisdiction of a 
juvenile court and adjudicated a delinquent or transfer to adult court. 

defining faatur^a ^ 

• act specifically prohibitecWy law, or 

• failure to perform an act specifically required by law 

• adult punishable by incarceration upon conviction, or 

• pausing a juvenile to be subject to adjudication for a delinquent act 

rmcomm0nd0d conditions of u$0 Do not include infractions. Do not include 
status offenses. 

mnnotBtion Although all authoritative legal sources specifically define all 
punishable acts as crimes, this definition does not correspond with actual 
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usage. There are, for example, great numbers of traffic offenses, often called 
"infractions" or "violations," for which the only penalties are fine or loss of 
driviiig privileges. Such minor offenses are raVdy, if ever, recorded in 
criminal justice data systems. • The major classes of crimes, in this termin- 
ology, are felonies and misdemeanors, at the level of reported crimes. At the 
level of arrest and judicial proceedings, where the age of the accused person 
may be known, they may be subdivided into felonies, misdemeanors, and 
delinquent acts. 

# Crime Index offeneee syn index crimes n a ucr classification that 

includes all Part I offenses with the exception of involuntary (negligent) 
manslaughter. ^ 00/ 

r9commmd0d condltlonB of u$0 Do not use in data presentations without 
specifying the offenses included. 

Mnnotwthn A shared feature of all the offenses in this classification is specific 
criminal intent, a feature not present in inToluntary (negligent) manslaughter 
(manslaughter, Inyoluntary). • Index crime data is presented in the form of 
numbers, rates or percentage changes in relation to areas, population and 
periods of ttmsuto describe the volume, trend, and distribution of^crime in 
the United States. • The subclasses of Crime Index- ofTfcnses arc described in 
the entry for UCR, in the subsection UCR offense classification. 

# Crimes against businesses syn business crimes syn commercial 

crimes « a summary term used by the National Crime Panel reports, 
including: ^ 

^ burglary (against businesses) 
. robbery (against businesses) 

r0cammmtd0d conditlon9 of u90 Do not use in data presentations without 
specifying the offenses included. 

mnoiatfon One of <Jhree major classes of offenses in the National Crime 
Panel reports. The other two are crimes against persons and crimes against 
households. • Crimes against businesses do not include commercial larceny, 
such as shoplifting and employee th6ft. • See National Crime Panel reports 
for further information. 

» Crimes against households syn household crimes n a summary term 

used by the National Crime Panel reports, including: 

burglarly (against households) 
household larceny 
motor vehicle theft 

r0commmtd0d condition of U90 Do not use in data presentations without 
specifying the offenses included. 

muH>Mlon One of three major classes of offenses in the National Crime 
Panel reports. The other two are crimes against persons and crimes against 
businesses. • See National Crime Panel reports for further information. 



# crimes against persons n a summary term used by UCR and the National 
Crime Panel reports, but with different meanings: 
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UCR 

murder 

nonncgligcnt [voluntary] 

manslaughter 
negligent [involuntary] 

manslaughter 
forcible rape 
aggravated assault 



National Crime Panel 

forcible rape 

robbery (against persons) 
aggravated assault 
simple assault 
personal larceny 



ncomnrnnM conditions of umo Do not use in data presentations without 
specifying the offenses included. 

annotation In the UCR system, this is one of the two subclasses of Part I 
offenses; the other subclass is crimes against property. • The UCR class 
crimes against persons should not be confused with the more frequently 
used UCR class crimes of riolence, wliich includes the crime of robbery and 
which is limited to crime index offenses, thus excluding involuntary (negli- 
gent) manslaughter. • In the National Crime Panel reports, this is one of 
three major classes of offenses. The other two are crimes against households 
and crimes against businesses. * See UCR and National Crime Panel reports 
for further information. 

# crimes against properly ^yn property crime n A summary term used by 

UCR, both as a subclass of the Part I ofTenses and as a subclass of Crime 
Index offenses, but with different meanings: 

As a subset of UCR Part I As a subset of UCR Crime Index 

offenses offenses 



robbery 
burglary 
larceny-theft 
motor vehicle theft 



burglary 
larceny-theft 
motor vehicle theft 



in data presentations without 



recommended conditions of u^e^Do not use 

specifying the offenses included. 

annotation One of the two major claisses of Crii!!* Index offenses; the other 
is crimes of violence. • One of the two major classes of Part I offenses;, the 
other is crimes against persons. • The use of property crime as a subset of 
Part I offenses i? less frequent than its use as a subset of Crime Index 
offenses. • See UCR fti^^rther information. 

# crimes of violence syn violent crime n A summary term used by UCR and 
the National Crime Panel, but with different meani^s: 



As a subset of UCR Index 
Crimes 

murder 

nonnegligent [voluntary] 

manslaughter 
forcible rape 
robbery 

aggravated assault 
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As a subset of National Crime 
Panel crimes against persons 

forcible rape 

robbery (against r , 

persons) 

aggravated assault 
simple assault 
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rBComnwnded conditions of use Do not use in data presentations without 
specifying the offenses included. 

mnnpUitlon In UCR one of the two major classes of Crime Index offenses; 
the other is crimes against property, • In the National Crime Panel system, 
crimes of violence is a subcategory of crimes against persons and excludes 
business robbery, which is a crime against business,^ See UCR and National 
Crime Panel reports for further information. 

criminal history record Information n information collected by criminal 
justice ^agencies on inc^viduals, consisting, of identifiable descriptions and 
notations of arrests, detentions, indictments, informations or other formal 
criminal charges, ittnd any disposition(s) arising therefrom, sentencing, 
correctional supervision, and release. « 

annotation This definition is that used in Law Enforcement Assistance 
Administration regulations concerning security and privacy standards. This 
definition excludes statistical data that does not identify individuals, infor- 
• mation that identifies a person without formal indication of criminal 
charges, and intelligence information or other investigative data riot a 
matter of public record. • Criminal history record information, as here 
defined, is the basic data in CCH and OBTS systems, although OBTS 
summary data does not identify persons. It also represents a selection of the 
kinds of basic facts aJt>out criminal justice processes which are the focus of 
this effort to develop a standard national statistical terminology. • Some 
security and privacy policy statements distinguish between "arrest record 
information," as not including dispositions, and "criminal record informa- 
tion," as including dispositions, in order to provide for different nilc^ of 
processing and dissemination. This discrimination also functions in legal 
contexts, where "arrest record," not indicating guilt, may be contrasted 
with "criminal record" or "conviction record." • Terms such as "arrest 
record" and "criminal record," which are -names for various kinds of 
specific documents or automated files maintained by specific agencies, are 
not amenable to national definitions. These specific documents ahd files may 
contain more or less data than is included in, for example, the national 
definition of criminal history record information. Also, in common usage of 
operating agencies, such terms as "arrest record" and "criminal record" 
may be used synonymously. See juvenile record arid prior record. 

criminal Justice agency n Any court with criminal jurisdiction and any 
other government agency or subunit, which defends indigents, or of which 
the principal functions or activities consist of the prevention, detection and 
investigation of crime; the apprehension, detention and prosecution of 
alleged offenders; the confinement or official correctional supervision of 
Accused or convicted persons, or the administrative or technical support of 
the above functions. 

defining fBatuns r 

. • court with crirtiinal jurisdiction 
or 

• federal, state or local government agency or subunit 

• primarily prevents, detects, investigates crime and/or 

• primarily apprehends, prosecutes, or detains alleged offenders, and/or 

• primarily confines and/or supervises accused or convicted persons, or 

• defends indigents, or 

• primarily provides administration, planning, training, or technical sup- 
port for the agencies defined above ^ 
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fCommendM condiHotw of use Statistical publications should indicate 
whether criminal justice agencies which operate more than one facility or 
operate at more than one location are counted as a single agency or whether 
each facility or location is counted separately. 

annotation The five major classes of criminal justice agencies d^med in this 
edition are law enforcement agency, prosecutorial agency, public defender's 
office, court, and correctional agency. • Excluded are all non-government 
entities, such as privaty agencies maintaining rehabilitation programs, or 
private security forCes;4gencies of which the jurisdiction is limited solely to 
^ juveniles; and government agencies of which the law enforcement activities 
are incidental to their major activities, sucli as forestry or fish and game 
departments and port authorities. • However, special law enforcement 
subunits of non-law enforcement agencies are included. • AJiy administra- 
tively separate information system or identifiable subunit thereof of which 
the principal function is to provide technical support for operating criminal 
justice agencies is included. • Any publicly admimstered office or legal aid 
clinic which defends indigents is included. Statistical publications or listings 
of criminal justice agencies which include legal service or leg;al aid agencies 
of which the functions ^may be purely civil, should so* indicate. • The 
••criminal justice system" is the aggregate of all operating apd administrative 
or technical support agencies as defined above. • LEAA's Criminal Justice 
Agencies directory (published in 1971 and 1974, updated annually on 
magnetic tape, and to be republished in 1977) includes several types of 
agencies not included as criminal justice agencies, in the above definition. 
These include: courts with jurisdiction liiaited to juvenile or other civil 
matters, agencies with functions limited to juvenile justice, and agencies 
with functions limited to providing civil legal service to a unit of govern- 
ment. The directory includes these courts and agencies because many courts 
and agencies have mixed jurisdiction in these areas and cannot consistently 
provide separate budget, manpower, and caseload data for civil vs. criminal 
and juvenile vs. adult functions. Thus, in order to allow the development of 
comprehensive and nationally comparable data in these areas, the directory 
includes all courts, all government agencies that perform juvenile justice 
functions, and all government agencies that provide civil and criminal legal 
services to units of government. • The directory also includes agencies such- 
as criminal justice planning agencies that are concerned with more than one 
sector or the criminal justice system; judicial agencies other than courts, 
such as judicial councils, jury commissions, and ^^urt adniinistrators; and 
other agencies concerned with criminal justice relai^ matters such as law 
revision commissions and victim compensation boards'? These inclusions are 
necessary to allow the development of statistics sucH as the total amount of 
money spent for criminal justice activities. • Deviations such as these from 
the definitions proposed in this dictionary should he indicated. 

criminal proceedings n Proceedings in a court of law, undertaken to 
determine the guilt or innocence of an adult accused of a crime. 

rscommmded conditions of uss Do not use to include the period between 
Judgment and sentencing. 

annotation Criminal proceedings begin with the filing of a charging docu- 
ment and end with an adjudication (criminal). Matters not related to the 
determination of guilt or innocence, such as the sentence, are not included'in 
this definition: 
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culpability n a state of mind on the part of one who has committed an act 
which makes him Hable to prosecution for that act. 

annotation Culpability, in this aScnse, is an element in all crimes. Thus the 
relevance of this concept to a data system terminology mainly concerned 
with distinguishing different crimes; from each other is not immediately 
obvious. However, at the level of court processes the presence or absence of 
^pability is pivotal to judicial jurisdiction and dispositions. Persons may 
exit the criminal justice system, temporarily or permanently, because of a 
mental condition that renders them unable to stand trial, or may be found 
not guilty because found mentally not responsible at the time of the criminal 
act. • Further, the difficulty of determining culpability explains some major 
differences in police reporting of crimes and reporting from judicial levels. 
Police information at the time a charge is recorded may not be adequate to 
determine intent, which distinguishes criminal willful homicide from invol- 
untary manslaughter, or the degree of negligence, which distinguishes 
involuntary manslaughter from purdy accidental homicide. • Juvenile 
proceedings at one time dM not emphasize determination of culpability. 
Recent court decisions have reqyired proof of culpability like that required 
in adult proceedings in order to justify jurisdiction, with consequent impact 
on the numbers and dispositions of juvenile cases. • The Model Penal Code 
divides culpability into four ways of acting: purposely, knowingly; reckless- 
ly and negligently. To act purposely is to consciously desire one's conduct 
to produce a particular result. To act knovragly is to be aware that one's 
conduct is almost certain to cause a certain result. To act recklessly is to be 
aware that one's conduct is likely to produce a given result, but to act with 
conscious disregard of the risk. To act negligently is to act without 
awareness that one's conduct is likely to cause a particular result, when one 
should be aware of the risk. Earlier definitions of culpability made fewer 
distinctions. 

dafandant n a person against whom a criminal proceeding is pending. 
annotation A person becomes a defendant when the charging document is 
filed and remains a defendant until adjudication (criminal), tl\fit is. Judgment 
or dismissal of the case. 

# dafanaa attomay n An attorney who represcnU the defendant in a legal 
proceeding. 

annotation There are three typles of defense attorneys: public defender, 
assigned counsel, and retained counsel. If the defendant acts as his own 
attorney, he is acting pro se. 

dallnquancy n Juvenile actions or conduct in violation of criminal law, and, in 
some contexts, status offenses. 

racommandad condMona of uaa Do not use in statistical reporting or in 
connection with quantified systems data. Use the specific terms delinquent 
acts or status ofrenses where applicable. Da not combine counts of thfcse 
two categories of offenses. ^ 

annotation Common usage of this term frequently includes not only Criminal 
offenses (sec crime), but also status offenses, and may include violations of 
accepted conventions of behavior, or "tendencies" to engage in such 
conduct. Thus it is too often used in connection with unspecified numbers of 
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undefined juvenile offenses, or to describe police workloads that relate to^ 
street activity as opposed to arrests and charges, or to describe an unmeas- 
ured amount of misbehavior believed to be characteristic of a given 
population, often in the absence of any statutory definition of the misbehav- 
ior. • Its use as a summary term for combined counts of delinquent acts and 
status offenses is especially misleading, in that the kinds of behavior so 
described may range from murder tq, truancy. 

# delinquent n a juvenile who has been adjudicated by a judicial officer of a 
juvenile court, as having committed a delinquefit act, which is an act for 
which an adult could be prosecuted in a criminal court. 

d0 fining fetiturw 

• juvenile 

• subject of completed juv^eiule cbort adjudication 

• found to have committed wliQtJorVh^ adult could be prosecut^ in 
a criminal court 

r0comnmnd0d condttlonB ofuMl^ not combine counts of delinquents and 
status offenders in interstate tffnational information exchange. 

annotation The other possible adjudications (juvenile) are status offender 
and dependent. • See status offense for a discussion of the relationship 
between delinquent act and ^status offense, and the need for separate 
categories. • In some jurisdictions a status offender who commits repeated 
' status offenses can be adjudicated a delinquent These should not be counted 
as delinquents in .interstate or national information exchange. • Juveniles 
alleged, but not adjudicated, to h^e committed delinquent acts should be 
described as alleged delinquents. 

^ delinquent act n An act committed by a juvenile for which an aduh could be 
prosecuted in a criminal court, but for which a juvenile can be adjudicated 
in a juvenile court, or prosecuted in a criminal court if the juvenile court 
transfers jurisdiction. 

rocomnwndod condMona of <im Do not combine counts of delinquent acta 
and status offenses. See transfer to adult court for recommended reporting 
conventions concerning delinquent acts prosecuted as crimes. 

annotation See status offense for discussion of the relationship between 
delinquent act and status offense. • Although some state statutes do not 
distinguish between these offenses, basic court record information usually 
' enables separate reporting. Sincc^the range of behavior covered by both 
categories may extend from murder to truancy, statistical reporting should 
maintain separate categories. 

de novo adv Anew, afreshu44S^fthere had been no earlier decision. 

racommandad conditipha ofui^ln computing court workloads, include de 
novo review proceedings in trials. 

annotation .When the decision of a Judicial officer is reviewed de novo, 
matters of fact as well as law are considered by the court; witnesses may be 
heard, and new e^^^ncc prescnCed as if the case were being heard for the 
first time. • iD Some jurisdictions, some or all of the decisions of a court of 
limited Jitrifldlction can be reviewed de novo by a higher court. • If a 
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judicial officer's decisions in criminal or juvenile cases are subject to.dc 
novo review, then he is a subjudiclal officer in this terminology. • See 
appeal* 

dependency n The legal status of a juvenile over whom a juvenile court has 
assumed jurisdiction because the cotirt has found his care by parent, 
guardian or custodian to fall short of a legal standard of proper care, 

annotrntlon The common usage of this term may refer either to the legal 
"status which is the result of a court finding, or to the condition of 
dependency or willful neglect or abuse which is the reason for the finding. 
Sec dependent for the preferred usage of the recommended statistical term, 

# dependent n a juvenile over whom a juvenile court has assumed jurisdiction 
because the court has found his care by parent, guardian or custodian to fall 
short of a legal standard of proper care, 

defining features 

• juvenile 

• court has assumed jurisdiction because of lack of proper care 

recommended cond/tions ofuseVsc to describe all juveniles over whom a 
court has assumed jurisdiction because of lack of proper care, regardless of 
the reason for the finding. 

Mnnotatk>n This recommended usage separates the result of the court finding 
that a juvenile is dependent, in the general sense of dependent for proper 
care upon persons other than his parents, from the various reasons for that 
finding. The reasons may be unintentional neglect, where the responsible 
adult is mentally disabled or lacks financial resource^, usually called "depen- 
dency," or willful child neglect or willful child abuse. These are inconsistwit- 
ly named and codified in different jurisdictions and therefore are not eaffly 
standardized for interstate and national information exchange, • This defini- 
tion includes only juveniles who have been found dependent by a Judicial 
officer of a court. It excludes juveniles designated dependent by, for 
example, welfare agencies. Since to be a dependent is not an offense, it is 
included in this terminology only to account^r juvenile court adjudica- 
tions, of which the other two major types are dflfciquent and status offender, 

detention n The legally adthorized holding in confinement of a person subject 
to criminal or juvenile court proceedings, until the point of commitment to a 
correctional facility or release. / ' 

mnotatlon "Detention" dcscribes^tbe^ustodial status (reason for custody) of 
persons held in confinement while awaiting the completion of judicial 
proceedings. See detention facility, 

detention center n a government facility which provides temporary care in a 
physically restricting environment for juveniles in custody pending court 
disposition. 

mnoUit/on This is the term and the definition used in the 1975 public facility 
questionnaire for the LEAA series, •'Children in Custody," The term is 
variously used in different jurisdictipns. Facilities known by this name 
should be classified as Juvenile detention facllitlei (defentlon facility Ju?enile> 
if they fit the above description. • See correctional facility for a list of 
recommended standard facility descri^t^s. 
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datention facility n A generic name' proposed in this terminology as a cover 
term for those facilities which hold adults or juveniles in confinement 
pending adjudication, adults sentenced for a year or less of confinement, and 
in some instances post-adjudicated juveniles, including facilities called 
"jails," "county farms," "honor farms," "work camps," "road camps," 
"detention centers," "shelters," "juvenile halls," and the like. * ^ 

annotation In this terminology correctional facilities are divided into three 
major groups: (1) detention facilities and (2) correctional institutions, both of 
which are confinement ftu^lities, and (3) conmunity fecilities. • The distinc- 
tions between adult and juvenile detention facilities and correctional institu- 
tions are not precisely parallel because length of sentence is a classificatory 
feature that is not applicable to juveniles. • See detention facility, adult and 
detention facility. Juvenile for specific defining featu/es and further classifica- 
tory information. • See correctional facility for a list of recommended 
standard descriptors. ^ ^ 

# detention facility, adult n a confinement facility of which the custoflial 
authority is 48 hours pr more and in which adults can be confined before 
adjudication or for sentences of a year or less. } 

defining faaturaa 

• confinement facility for adults 

• custodial authority 48 hours or more 
population held poinding adjudication, and/or 

• committed after adjudication for sentences of a year or less 

racommandad condltlona ofuaa Indicate ipvel of government. 

annotation See detention facility. • Included in this detention facility classi- 
fication are adult facilities that may be intended only for committed 
prisoners, such as "county farms" and ^work camps." These are usually part 
of a jail system under a single administrative authority, may at times hold 
some pre-adjudicated persons, and, in any event, can be separated from 
facilities which also regularly hold pre-adjudicated adults by the designation 
"post-adjudicatory only" when such further subdivision is necessary. • See 
correctional facility for a list of\recommended standard facility descriptors. 

X 

^ defentiOn facility, Juvenile n A confinement facility having custodial 
authority over juveniles confined ^nding and after adjudication. 

dafining faaturaa ^ 

• confinement facility for juveniles 

• population held pending adjudication, or 

• • mixed pre-adjudicated and adjudicated population 

racommandad condltlona of uaa Indicate level of government. For the 

purposes of interstate or national information exchange, do not include 
facilities solely for the care of dependents. 



annotation SeeJdetention facility. The juvenile detention facility classifica- 

tion includes only facilities limited to pre-adjudicated juveniles and facilities 
which hold both pre-adjudicated and committed juveniles. A local juvenile 
facility of which the custodial authority is Hmited to juveniles committed by 
a court after adjudication would therefore be, in this classification, a juvenile 
correctional institution (correctional institution, juvenile). Other features. 
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such as length of commitment or limits of custodial authority concerning 
delmquents or status offenders, can be used fo further describe and classify 
these facilities when necessary. • Facilities called "juvenile halls," "shel- 
ters," or "detention centers," which fit this definition, should be classifisd as 
juvemle detention facilities.* • See correcttomU facility for a list of r&om- 
mended standard facility descriptors. 

# detention hearing n In juvenile proceedings, a hearing Uv a judicial officer 
of a juvenile court to determine whether a juvenile is\to be detained, 
continue to be detained, or released, while juvenile proceedings are pending 
in his case. / ° «- & 

defining fntunB > / 

• hearing by a judicial officer in juvenile court 

• concerns juvenile subject to juvenile proceedings 

• determination whether juvenile can be lawfully detained while oroceed- 
mgs'are pending ^ 

mnnotaUon A detention hearing must hr«gld to determine the lawfulness of 
the authority under which a juvenile is confined if he is to be held beyond 
some specified length of time. • If the juvenile's detention is not to be 
contmued he is usually released to the custody of his parents or guardian, 
but m some jurisdictions provision is also made for the setting of bail, as in 
adult cnnjinal proceedings. • In some jurisdictions, a^ecision to detain can 
only be made afttfr a petition has been filed in juYcnile court. In others a 
juvenile may be detained while the intake investigation is proceeding, and 
/before a decision has actually been made whether to file a petitioh • A 
detention hearing decision must precede an adijudicittory hearing. 

#dlagn08iS or Clasalflcation center, a functional unit within a correction- 
al institution, or a separate facility, which holds persons held in custody for 
the purpose of determining to which correctional facility or program thev 
should be committed. * ' 

recommended condMon* ofu$9 Include in the class correctional institutions. 

In summary counU of correctional facilities, count diagnosis or classification 
centers that are not within larger correctional institutions as separate 
facilities. 

«WfOto«to/» A sentenced adult, or a delinquent or status offender who has 
been the subject of a juvenile court disposition, may be held in a diagnosis or 
classification center to determine into wMch correctional institution, or part 
thereof, he should be placed. Or the court may place a person in a.diagnosis 
or c assification center to determine whether the sentence is appropriate 
Adults may also be held while a presentence report is completed; juveniles 
while a predisposition report is completed. • See correctional facility for a 
list of recommended'Trtandard facility descriptors. 

■•LEAA'i Office of Juvenile^ ustice and Delinquency Prevention has begun to develop 
working definitiona of TTieTter care," "juvenile detention facility," and "juvenile correctional 

• facility," for u»e in monitoring compliance with the statutory provisions of th& Juvenile 
Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act of 1974. The terminology in this edition of the 
dictionary is not intended to be used for that purpose, which may require different names and 
definitions. . - - 
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Hi dismissal n a decision by a judicial officer to terminate a case without a 
determination of guilt or innocence. 

recommended conditions of use Do not use as a synonym for complaint 
denied in interstate and national data exchange. 

annotation The decision by a prosecutor not to seek an indictmient or file an 
information or complaint is called complaint detiied rather than dismis- 
sal. • The other ^wssibleSicUudications (criminal) are acquittal and convic- 
tion* • Dismissals are^pften classified according to whose motion initiates 
the action: dismissal on defendant's motion, dismissal on prosecutor's motion 
(nolle prosequi), or dismissal on court's own motion. The reason for 
dismissal may also be indicated; e.g. hung jury, lack of timely prosecution, 
mistrial, death of defendant, insufficieitt evidence. The effect of the dismissal 
on-the possjbiH*3wi'si|bsequent prosecution may be indicated: dismissal with 
prejudice "precluding subsequent action on the same matter) and dismissal 
without prejudice (allowing subsck}uent action). 

- disposition n The action by a criminal or juvenile justice agency which 
signifies that a portion of the, justice prbcess is complete and jurisdiction is 
relinquished \)r transferred tb^ another agency; or which' signifies .that a 
, decision has been reached on one aspect of a case and a different aspect 
,comcs under consideration, requiring a different kind of decision. 

recom/hended conditions of use Do not, use without qualification in inter- 
state or national information exchange. . ^ ; 

annotation S^e disposition^ court and disposition, juyenile court for.specil\c 
recommended usages. 

^ disposition, court n The final judicial /decision which terminates a criminal 
proceeding by a judgment of acquitfal or dismissal, or which states the 
Sf>ecific sentence, in the case of a conyiction. ^ - 

recommended ^nditions of use Do not use as synonym for acyudicatidn 
(criminal). Do not use •'disposition** as a synonym. , 

annotation In this terminology the possible court dispositions are dismissid, 
acquittal, and s()ecific sentence, including suspended ^sentences (sentence, 
suspended). • Although "disposition,** unmodified, is often used to indicate 
the end of criminal proceedings, there is no uniformity in its use. It may 
refer to the point at whichjyiBise reaches judgment or is dismissed, or it may 
indlude the sentence in the case of conviction. Thus a presentation of court 
"dispositions** may describe either convictions, acquittals, and dismissals, or 
specific sentences, plus acquittals and dismissals. Tljis disparity in usage 
creates significant difficulties in the communication of court data, particular- 
ly of elapsed time information, among jurisdictions. This dictionary pro- 
- * poses therefol-e the use jo{ the term "adjudication (criminal)** for the 
immediate outcome of prosecution and "court disposition** for outcome 
descriptions which include sentences. 

^ disposition hearing n /A hearipg in juvenile court, conducted after an 
adjudicatory hearing and subsequent receipt of the report of any predisposi- 
tion investigation, to determine the most appropriate disposition of a 
juvenile who has been adjudicated a delinquent, a status offender, or a^ 
dependent. ' ' ' ' 
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recommended condftions of use Do not include transfer hearings. 

^^"^ acUudlcatory hearing and 

s^bsequent pr^^ rcn^ if any, and terminates with a juvenile court 
disposition (disposition; juvenile court). y 

» disposition, Juvenile COUII n The decision of a juvenile court, concluding a 
disposition hearing, that a juvenile be committed to a correctional facility, 
or placed in a. care or treatment program, or required to meet certain 
standards of conduct, or released. 

recommended condft/one of use Do not include transfer to adult court as a 

juvenile court disposition. 

annotation The decision at a transfer hearing to transfer a juvenile to 
criminal court for prosecution as an adult is not considered to be a juvenile 
court disposition in this dictionary since it is not an outcome of a disposition 
hearing. See petition (juvenile). • A juvenile court disposition of a delinquent 
or a status offender is similar to an adult sentence in that both are decisions 
that may result in confinement or other restrictions on behavior. Disposi- 
tions of dependents, however, are not described as correctional commit- 
ments. • A juvenile court disposition is not necessarily final since the 
disposition may include provision for review of the decision by the juvenile 
court at a specific later date. • Probation and comhiitment to a correctional 
facility are types of juvenile court dispositions. However., no subclass 
terminology is proposed in this edition of the dictionary b^ause of the 
complexity and jurisdictional variation of juvenile court dispositions. Many 
jurisdictions have several types of probation, and unique categories of 
juvenile correctional facility or program commitments. 

# diversion n The official halting or suspension, at any legally prescribed 
processing point after a recorded justice system entry, of formal criminal or 
juvenile justice proceedings against an alleged offender, and referral of that 
person to a treatment or care program administered by a non-justice agency, 
or a private agency, or no referral. 

defining features 

• subject alleged, on grounds sufficient to require governmental action, to 
have committed actions that would bring him within the jurisdiction of a 
criminal or juvenile court • 

• recorded system entry, that is, recorded arrest, police referral to juvenile 
intake, first appearance in court, or other recorded initial processing step 

• recorded criminal or juvenile justice agency decision, at a legally 
prescribed processing point prior to adjudication, to halt or suspend 
further criminal or juvenile justfce processing 

• referral to a treatment or care program administered by a private agency 
or a non-justice agency, or no referral • 

recommended conditions of use In interstate and national statistical data 
presentations identify type of criminal or juvenile justice agency causing the 
diversion, the legally prescribed processing point in criminal or juvenile 
proceedings at which diversion occurs, and the type of private or non- 
justice agency or program to which the subject is diverted, if a referral is 
made. 
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annotaHon This definition limits diversion to that which (1) is recordable, (2) y 
takes place ifter an offici^^system entry but prior to adjudication, and (3) at 
least temporarily halts judicial proceedings. Actions that only "minimize 
penetration" without suspending judicial proceedings are not included. ^ 

The requiremeiU tl^t an initial recorded process step be taken is designed 
^to exclude the frequently used procedure whereby a law enforcement 
officer counsels and rc^Jeases a juvenile without taking any formal action. 
^ The definition also requires that diversion take place prior to adjudication, . 
to a^^oid including such actions as probation in lieu df^^a sentence 'to 
confinement,^ suspended Sentences, and the like, which may be used for; 
purposes other than diverting the person from the system? • Diversion 
ordinarily' refers to formal, organized efforts that offer program alternatives 
,to continued justice system processing, but a diversion made by apy official 
is included in this category of events if it fits the above definition. • The 
question of .what is the best statement of the underlying principle of 
diversion policies is not addressed in this entry. The definition addresses^" 
only the proWem of insuring that only recordabld actions, and actions that ^ 
clearly constitute alternatives to adjudication or criminal or juvenile justice 
agency supervision, are included in statistical descriptions of diversion 
intended for national use. 

» driving under the Inf hiencer-aicohol syn drunk dHving n The 

operation of Tiny vehicle aft^ having consumed a quantity of alcohol 
sufficient to potentially' interfere- with the ability to maintain safe operation. 

annotation The offenaf^ is usually charged when a critical percentage of 
alcohol in the blood has been "found by test within a reasonable period of 
time after arrest. It may be charged regardless of whether th^ op)eration of 
the vehicle was observed to be reckless. • The category of the offense, 
whether felony or misdemeanbr. may vary \yith the circumstances of the 
event, especially with whether bodily injury to another person results. 

i driving under the.Inf luence— -drjUgs n The operation of any vehicle whils 
attention or ability is impaii^ed through the intake of a narcotic or an 

incapacitating quantity of another drug. 

.* " 

annotation The offense may be charged whether or not the vehicle wa^ 
actually observed being recklessly operated. • In the absence of objective 
ways to measure some forms of drug intoxication, the offense m^ be ^ 
charged in certairi jurisdictions if the suspect can be determined to be 
addicted to a drug. 

drug law violation n The unlawful sale, transport, manufacture, cultivation, 
possession, or use" of a controlled or prohibited drug. ' 

annotation No drug offense terminology and classification is proposed here 
because offense elements and their relations to penalties vary greatly among 
different jurisdictions. Another major probjem interfering with reliable 
statistical categorization is the various interpretations given to the term 
"drug.*' The states ""and the federal government have codified lists of ; 
controlled substances which exactly specify the drug materials falling within 
the scope of the law. Most are based on the Unifornv Controlled Dangerous 
Substances Act. The various lists however do not always coincide. • No 
universally accepted typology of drugs exists. UCR collects data oft arrests 
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for drug law violations (a Part II offense) in.four categories: (1) opium or , 
cocaine and their derivatives (morphine, heroin, codeine), (2) marijuana, (3) 
synthetic narcotics— manufactured narcotics which can cause true drug 
addiction (Demerol, methadones), and (4) dangerous nonnarcotic djugs 
(barbiturates, Benzedrine). The Uniform Offense Classification of thcFBI 
provides eight specific categories: hallucinogens (excluding marijuana), 
heroin, opium, cocaine, synthetic narcotics, marijuana, am{>hetamines, and 
barbiturates. , ^ . 

embezzlement n TWe misappropriation, misapplication, or illegal disposal of 
legally egfcrustcd /property with intent to defraud the legal owner or 
intended beneficiary. 

defining fMtu^9 

• propert\r Driginally entrusted to offender 

• • properTy misappropriated, misapplied, or illegally disposed of 

• intenyto defraud legal owner or intended, beneficiary 

annotation In some state codes embezzlement is treated as a form of larceny 
in which the property is not initially acquired unlawfully. 

# escape n The unlawful departure of a lawfully confined person from a 

confinement facility, or from custody while being transported. 

r0commend0d conditions ofuso Do not use as a synonym for abscond or for 
fleeing arrest. ^ 

annotation Escape is a criminal offense. 

ex-offender n An offender who is no longer-tmder the jurjgdiction of any 
criminal justice agency. i 

expunge v The sealing or purging of arrest, criminal or juvenile record 
information. $ 

racommended condMona of use Do not use in interstate or national 
information exchange. 

annotation Used in some jurisdictions as a synonym for purge, in others as a 
synonym for seal. • In many jurisdictions a judicial officer will issue an 
order stating only that a record or portion of a record be "expunged," 
without any instructions as to precisely what is required. Such a statement 
could be interpreted either as an order to seal a record or as an order to 
' purge a record. 

( 

# extortion n Unlawfiil obtaining or attempting to eventually obtain the 

property of another by the threat of eventual injury or harm to that person, 
or his property, or another person. 

/' . ^ 

daflning fojiituraa 

• obtainiifig or attempting to obtain property of another 

• by threat or threats of injury or harm 

• either the carrying out of the threat to injure or harm, or the taking of the 
demanded property, or both; not perfqrm^d immediately 

annotation Extortion differs frfim robbery in that one or both of the included 
actipns are not inruninent. If there is no threat of injury or force the offense is 
liuteny. Kidnapping may be a means of accomplishing extortion. • In this 
, terminology extortion does not include coerced behavior not related to the 
taking of prop^y. 
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^ felony n a criminal offense punishable by death, or by incarceration in a state 
or federal confinement facility for a period of which the lower limit is 
prescribed bj^ sUtute in a given jurisdiction, typically one year or more. 

d0ffnk9g fMtutwB 

• offense punishable by incarceration 

• usually in a state or federal confmement facility , . . 

• lower limit of incarceration prescribed by statue' in given jurisdiction 

• limit usually one year or more 

rwcomm0nd0d eondltfofw of Um In sUtistical presentations indicate statu- 
tory time limit, 

annotMHon One of the two major classes of crimes, the othier^i^g 
misdemeanors. • The particular acts described as felonies, vary among *v 
different jurisdictions, although most felonies are regarded, as acts more 
harmful than most misdemeanprs. • However, while the felony-ftiisdemean- 
or distinction floes not consistently reflect diflfetences in gravity, it is,much 
more consistently related to ^iifferences in court processes. See coart of 
limited Jurisdiction, court of general Jurisdiction, and charging document 

# filing n The commencement of criminal proceedings by entering a charging 
document into the official i^ord of a court. | 

annotatfon A charging document is either a complaint, an information, or an 
indictment. • Filing marks the beginning of a case (court) for statistical 
purposes. • Legally, "filing'* means entering any document into the record, 
of the court. Hovvever, in criminal justice summary statistics, "filing,'* when 
' unqualified, usually refers to entering a charging document. Thus, in data ~ 
presentations showing a flow of cases through a system, complaints, 
informations, and indictments are treated as subclasses of filings.* 

finding n The official determination of a judicial officer ot administrative body' 
regardinjg a disputed matter of fact or law. 

^ fine n The penalty imposed upon a convicted person by axourt requiring that 
he pay a specified sum of money. 

annotation Other penalties defined in this edition are prison (sentence) and 
jail (sentence). 

iK forgery n The creation or alteration of a written or printed document, whiph if 
validly executed would constitute a record of a legally binding transaction, 
with the intent to defraud by affirming it to be the^act of an unknowing 

. second pcrs9nv- ^ 

defining faaiuraa 

• making or altering a written or printed document or record 

• aci is falsely attributed to an unknowing second person 

• intent ta illegally deprive a.person of his property oriegal rights 

annotation See check fraud and counterfeiting for distinctions. • Forg^fl 
materials are of relevance to the legal affairs of specific ^ereons while 
counterfeited materials, most typically money, have intrinsic vSase, set by 
social convention or governmental authority. • UCR and many statutes 
coii|olidate forg/ery and counterfeiting. 
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fraud n An element of certain offenses, consisting "^^f deceit or intentional 
misrepresentation vi^|U the aim of illegally depriving a person of his 
property qt legal righ«^^^y 

atmotBtfon Fraud is usually not a single codified offense. • Although certain 
offenses share this element, most statutes and data systems do not find it 
useful to create a sunmiary category of fraudulent offenses, as the manlier in 
which c^ieceit is used in the commission of a criminal act significantly varie^ 
Crimes defined in this dictionary that contain the element 9f fraud armheOc 
fraud, counterfeiting; forgery, embezzlement, and credit card fhmd 

fugitive n A person who has concealed himself or fled a given jurisdiction in 
order to avoid prosecution or confinement. 

mnotat/on The meaning d( this term varies in common usage and is 
sometimes used to mean anyone avoiding arrest for any reason. But it should 
not be used to describe a person who has escaped from confinement or close 
custody, or one who has left a jurisdiction in violation of probation or parole 
conditions. • See abscond, probation violation, and parole violation. 

group home n a nonconfining residential facility for adjudicated adults or 
juveniles, or those subject to criminal or juvenile proceedings, intended to 
reproduce as closely as possible the circumstances of family life, and at 

'minimum providing access to conmiunity activities and resources, 

%, 

recommended conditions of use Classify government facilities fitting this 
definition as community focilities. 

*^ 

snnoisdon "Group home** is variously defined in different jurisdic- 
tions. • Most olr the facilities known by this name are privately operated, 
though they may be financed mainly frpm^govemment funds. Classification 
problems unique to private facilities have not been dealt with in this 
terminology, although most recommended standard descriptors for publicly 
operated facilities are'also applicable to the private sector. See correctional 
facility for a lis^of recommended standard descriptors. • The data collection 
questionnaire foi* the LEAA series "Children in Custody** defines "group 
home** as, "Allows juveniles extensive contact with the community, such as 
through jobs and schools, but none or less than half are placed there on 
probation or aftercare/parole.** It is distinguished from halfwjay house in this 
series by the percent of residents on probation or parole. 

halfway house n a nonconfining residential facility for adjudicatcid adults or 
Juveniles, or those subject to criminal or juvenile proceedings, intended to 
provide an alternative to confinement for persons Jld^uitable for probation, 
or needing a period of readjustment to the community^fter confinement. 

recommendeef conditions of use Classify government facilities fitting this 
" definition as conmiunity facilities. 

snnotsdon "Half>vay house** is variously defined in different jurisdictions. 
Most of the facilities known by this name are privately operated, though 
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they may be financed mainly from government funds. Classification prob- 
lems unique to private facilities have not been dealt with in this terminology, 
although most recommended standarc^ descriptors for publicly operated 
facilities are also applicable to the private sector. See correctioiial facility for 
a list of recommended standard descriptors. • The data collection question- 
naire for the LEAA series "Children in Custody" defines "halfway house" 
as, "Has 50 percent or more juveniles on probation or aftercart/parole. 
allowing them extensive |J8ntact with the community, such as through jobs 
and schools." It is distinguished from group home in this series by the 
percent of residents on probation or parole. 

hearing n a proceeding in which arguments, witnesses, or evidence are heard 
by a judicial officer or administrative body. 

^ hearing, probable cause n a proceeding before a judicial officer in which 
"arguments, witnesses or evidence is presented and in which it is determined 
whether there is sufficient cause to hold the accused for trial or the case 
should be dismissed. 

^^iB^finfng features 

• a proceeding before a judicial officer 

• precedes a trial 

• arguments, witnesses or evidence heard on probable cause 
•'decision made whether to hold for trial or to dismiss 

recommended conditions of use Do not use "preliminary hearing" as a 

synonym. ). J 

annotation Al probable cause hearing is often called a "preliminary hearing," 
"preliminary examination," or "felony preliminary" and sometimes an 
"examining trial." The usage of these terms i$ varied and inconsistent and is 
not recomn\ended for information exchange. The criterion for the selection 
of term and definition in this instance is the need to identify a significant 
event that can be consistently reported without regard for differences in 
process detail among state^. • If the accused is discharged, the case is 
considered to be a disfillissal and is so counted^ This dismissal does not 
necessarily preclude reopening the case. • A decision on the question of bail 
is sometimes made at a probable cause hearing. It may, but need not, 
coincide with a first appearance or an initial plea (appearance, first; plea, 
initial). • A decision to hold the accused for trial is referred to as a decision 
to "bind over" the accused. • In many Jurisdictions a probable cause hearing 
is held before a subjudicial officer in a court of limited jurisdiction in felony 
cases, and subsequent trial is held before a jud^e in a court of general 
jurisdiction. ^ ' 

homicide n Any killing of one person by another. 

^ homicide, criminal n The causing of the death of another person without 
J justification or excuse. * 

annotation "Criminal homicide" is a summary term, not a codified offense. 
It includes miuder, voluntary (nonnegligent) manslaughter, and involuntary 
(negligent) manslaughter (manslaughter, voluntary; manslaughter, involun- 
tary). • The terminology presents many problems. In statutes the names of 
the subclasses of criminal homicide vary, and the elements of the offense 
pertaining to culpability are variously defined. Criminal homicide, in law. 
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embraces all homicides where the perpetrator is found to have intentionally 
killed someone with^t legal justification, or to have accidentally killed 
someone as a consequence of reckless or grossly negligent conduct. The 
subclasses are usually called murder, voluntary (nonnegligent) manslaughter 
and involuntary (negligent) manslaughter.^ Vehicular manslaughter (man- 
slaughter, Tehicjilar) in some codes is separated from other subtypes of 
mvoluntary manslaughter, because it is easily identifiable as such and may 
have a special penalty range. • Two other terms often appear in penal codes 
to describe noncriminal homicides (sometimes called "nonculpable"); justi- 
fiable homicide and excusable homicide (homicide, Justifiable; homicide, 
excusable). These are not ^offenses but are rather defenses to charges of 
criminal homicide. The former indicates an intentional htwnicide. justified by 
law. The latter may be used to include justifiable homicides but is sometimes 
limited to entirely accidental homicides lacking criminal negligence or 
recklessness. • The UCR Handbook describes two kinds of criminal homi- 
cide: "l.a.," which includes murder and nonnegligent manslaughter, minus 
those found to be justified because they consisted of "the killing of a felon 
by a peace officer [or] a private citizen," and "l.b.," tho^ found by police 
investigation to be negligent manslaughter, death caused by «ross negli- 
gence. Type l.a. is treated as a single type, since the policcTi^rting level 
cannot predict the prosecutorial decision to charge murder or nonnegligent 
manslaughter. UCR uses "murder" In some contexts to represent the entire 
l.a.- category. • All these offenses are Part I offenses, but negligent 
manslaughter is not a Crime Index offense. • The classificatory and defini- 
tional language has led to occasional confusion in the presentation of 
homicide d^ta because it appears to equate "willful" with "criminal." In 
fact, the legal term- "willful" embraces murder and voluntary manslaughter, 
both of which are criminal, and justifiable homicide,' which is not criminal. 
The contrasting type of homicide, unintentional, includes both involuntary 
manslaughter, which is criminal, and those entirely accidental homicides 
which lack any element of gross, or . criminal negligence, and are thus 
noncriminal. • The UCR Handbook defines type l.a. as "willful (nonnegli- 
gent) killing . . ." even though some justifiable willful homicides are 
subtracted before reporting. Some other statistical publications also use 
"willful'* when "criminal" is meant. • The following chart depicts the 
relations between UCR terminology ind the terminology recommended in 
this dictionary for more general use: 

equivalent terms 



UCR term— for police dictionary . 

reporting level entry term 

# criminal homicide ^ criyninal 

homicide 

# l.a. murder (often used as ^ ' murder 

cover term for murder and 
nonnegligent manslaughter) 

l.a. nonnegligent manslaughter ....n......... ^ voluntary 

manslaughter 

l.b. negligent manslaughter ^ involuntary 

manslaughter 

^ (included in negligent ^ vehicular 

manslaughter) \q ^ manslaughter 
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homicide, exCUSabie n The intentional but justifiable causing of the death of 
' another or the unintentional causing of the death of another by accident or 
misadventure, without gross negligence. Not a crime. 

ncomm0nd0d condltlOM of U90 Do not use this term in national or 
4^ iifetcrstate information exchange. 

mnoiMtfon this term is ambiguous because its statutory definition may 
include justifiable homicide (homicide, justifiable), a type of willful homicide, 
but is sometimes limited to unintentional (nonwillful) homicides without 
gross or criminal negligence. • Sec homicide, criminal. 

homicide, Justifiable n The intentional causing of the death of another in the 
legal performance of an official duty or in circumstances defined by law a^ 
constituting legal justification. Not a crime. 

annotation Typicai intentional homicides justified by duty are the execution 
of a death sentence, or the killing of a fleeing felon by a law enforcement 
officer. The other circumstances defined by law as Justification most often 
include the major element of need to defend oneself or others against the 
threat of deathVor serious violence. • See homicide, criminal. 

homicide, WiiifUi n TReintentional causing of the death of another person, with 
or without legal justification. 

recommended conditione ^ use Do not use as a syilonym for criminal 
homicide (homicide, criminal) in any context. 

annotation A summary term that includes some criminal homicides, but also 
Justifiable homicide (homicide, justifiable), which is not a crime. 

^ indictment n a formal written accusation made by a grand jury and filed in a 
court, alleging that a specified person(s) has committed a specific ofTense(s). 

defining features 

• formal written accusation / 

• specified person(s) alleged to have committed specific offense(s) 

• accusation made by a grand Jury 

• document filed in court 

annotation The other two types of charging document are complaint and 
information. • The filing of a charging document in a court initiates criminal 
proceedings against the accused. • An indictment, like an information, is 
usually used in felony cases. In soMe jurisdictions, all felony accusations 
must be by grand jury (jury, grand) indictment, and the prosecutorial 
information is not an alternative. • Ordinarily, the prosecutor presents a bill 
of indictment to the grand Jury for their consideration. If the grand jurors, 
of their o^yn motion or on the information of others, take notice of an 
offense and request that a charging document be filed, the document is 
sometimes called a "presentment." 

^ information n a formal written accusation made by a prosecutor and filed in a 
court, alleging that a specified person(s) has committed a specific offense(s). 
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'^d0flnlng fMtur^s 

• formal written accusation 

• specified person(s) all%,lKl to have committed specific ofTense(s) 

• accusation made by a prosecutor 

• document filed in court 

annotMtfon The other two types of charging document are complaint and 
indictment. • The filing of a charging document in a court initiates criminal 
proceedings against the accused. An information, like an indictment, is 
usually filed in felony cases. Not all juris(lictions make use of the informa- 
tion. In some, all felony accusations must be made by grand jury indictment. 

# infraction n An offense punishable by fine or other penalty, but not by 

incarceration. ' 

defining f0Mtur0s 

an offense > ; 

• not punishable by incarceration 

• punishable by other penalties 

Mnnotation This definition describe^ those offenses, such as many traffic 
violations, which are not punishable by incarceration, and are sometimes 
disposed of by administrative fae^pg. Some s6ite codes define a specific, 
named class of offenses not putii^able by incarceration; others do not. 
Whether or not a given state*s statutes codify infractions as a separate class, 
such offenses are almost never recorded in criminal justice data systems. 

• Infractions are called'^'^feations.** This usage is not recommended. 
For purposes of information exctiange "violation" should be reserved for 
violations of prol^tion and parole. 

# inmate n A person in^'tjiistody in a confinement facility. 

m/70f«//a/T See pirfiioner for a term of broader meaning, which includes both 
initiates and persons in custody while being transported to or between 
<^nflnejttte^ faciiiti^ ^ 

institutional ci^iK^fy n The officially stated number of inmates or residents 
w]^|tfch a^corxectionaI facility is designed to house, exclusive of extralsrdinary 
arrangements to accommodate overcrowded conditions. \^ 

annotation Measures of institutional capacities of correctional facilities often 
distinguish between capacity as originally designed and later modifications. 

intake n The process during which a juvenile referral is received and a decision 
is made by an intake unit either to Tile a petition in juvenile court, to release 
the juvenile, to plac6 him under supervision, or to refer him elsewhere. 

annotation Intake is a preliminary screenmg process to determine whether 
.the court should be requested to take action or whether the matter should be 
treated otherwise. It is normally a function of a probation agency. Intake 
screening decisions that refer the client out of the justice system or away 
from the next procedural steps of court processing are now often called 
diversion. • The current trend is for a prosecutor to review petitions alleging 
delinquent acts or status offenses after the intake unit has considered the 
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social aspects of the case but before the petition is filed in court. In the past, 
this prosecutorial review of the adequacy of the factual basis of the 
allegations was more often conducted after the pctiton was filed. • Intake is 
sometimes referred to as "probation intake" or "preliminary screening." 

# intake unit n a government agency or agency subunit which receives juvenile 
referrals from police,¥othcr government agencies, private agencies, or 
persons, and screens them, resulting in closing of the case, referral to care or 
supervision, or filing of a petition in juvenile court. 

recommended cond/tfons of use Include in summary counts of intake units, 
any government agency that performs the juvenile intake function, whether 
or not the function is assigned to a special unit. 

annotation The intake function can be assigned to individual personnel as in 
many probation departments, or to a special subunit within a probation 
agency, or can be performed by an agency that has no other primary 
function. • The intake unit is the point of entry into the juvenile justice 
system. It usually operates under the authority of a juTenile court If its 
personnel, who are usually probation officers, exercise judicial authority, 
then their.decisions are considered equivalent to juvenile court decisions in 
this terminology. ^ 

Jaii n A confinement facility usually administered by a local law enforcement 
agency, intended^ for adults but sometimes also containing juveniles, which 
holds persons detained pending adjudication and/of persons committed 
aft^T adjudication for sentences of a year or less. . , 

recommended conditions of uae Classify government facilities fitting this 
description as ^ult detention facilities (detention facility, adult), if the 

custodial authority of ftie facility is 48 hours or niore. ^ 

annotation This is not a prescriptive definition. "Adult detention facility" is 
the statistical terhi proposed in this terminology for short-term adult 
confinement facilities because it is the only common functional name 
available for the similar or identical facilities commonly called "jails," 
"county farms," "honor farms," "work camps," and "road camps." • A" 
"county jail" is usually administered by a sheriffs department; a "city jail" is 
usually administered by a city police department. • See correctional facility 
for a list of recommended standard facility descriptors. 

# Jaii (sentence) n The penalty of commitment to the jurisdiction of a 
confinement facility system for adults, of which the custodial authority is 
limited to persons sentenced to a year or less of confinement. 

annotation This term is proposed as the name for a sentence to a detention 
facility, as the latter is defined in this terminology, because the usages "jail 
'sentence" and "prison sentence" are well established at the level of court 
datareporting. It includes commitijients to facilities commonly called "jails," 
"couhty- farms," "honor farms," "work camps," and "road camps." It 
^ excludes commitments to those relatively uncommon facilities which con- 
tain both short and long-term prisoners, which in this terminology are called 
"prison sentences," that is, sentences to correctional institutions. • The upper 
limit of sentence is used here to define the penalty of commitment to a "jail," 
instead of the misdemeanor/felony distinction, because of the variation in 
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misdemeanor definitions among states. • Data presentatiohs4eisJvli^ this 
classification is not appropriate should, where possible, use theStandard 
descriptors for correctional ftidliti^ to dciscribe the exceptions from the 
definition. 

$ Judge n A judicial officer who has been elected or appointed to preside over a 
court of law, whose position has-been created by statute or by constitution, 
and whose decisions in criminal and juvenile cases may only be reviewed by 
a judge of a higher court and may not be reviewed de novo. 

d0fMng fmatuTM 

• judicial officer 

• decisions in ^riminal and juvenUe cases not subject to de ndvo review 

• decisions in criminal and juvenile cases only subject to review at higher 
court level 

• authority granted by statute or constitution 

annotation Judge and subjudldal ofnb^ are the two types of Judicial officer 

in this terminology. • A jud^e is distinguished from a subjudicial officer in 
that the decision of a judg^is not subject to de novo review and may be 
reviewed only by a judge of a higher court; whereas the decision of a^ 
subjudicial officer is subject to de novo review by a judge, sometimes by a 
' judge at the same court level. Some jurisdictions use the term "judge" for 
an officer or a court of limited jurisdiction whose decisions are subject to de 
novo review. If his decisions are subje<?t to such review, the official is not a; 
judge in this terminology, but rather a subjudicial officer, even though he 
may be called a "judge" in a given jurisdiction • Conversely, a "magistrate," 
"justice of the peace," or "commissioner" is a judge in tlds terminology if 
his authority derives from statute or constitution and his decisions are not 
subject to de novo review, even if he is not called a "judge" in a given 
jurisdiction. 

# Judgment n The statement of the decision of a court, that the defendant is 

convicted or acquitted of the offense(s) charged. 

d0 fining foaturwg . 

• statement of decision b^ a judicial officer 

• defendant convictWi or Acquitted 

• based on a guilty pl^ o^* 

• basctjon a verdict 

recommended condldonef of use Do not use as .a synonym for yerdict in 
statistical reporting. Do npt include dismissals. 

ennotetion The term "judgment" is often used to refer to any court decision. 
However, in statistical reporting it refers only to acquittals and convic- 
thma. • The term adi|adlcation (criminal) as defined in this dictionary, covers 
judgments and dismissals. • In statistical presentations, a judgment should be 
described as a conviction or acquittal, rather than as guilty or not guilty, 
because although an acquittal must follow a verdict of not guilty, a 
conviction does not necessarily follow a verdict of guilty. 

# Judicial officer n Any person excercising judicial powers in a court of law. 

annotation There are two types of judicial officer: Judge and subjudicial 
officer. The latter type includes those probation officers who exercise 
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judicial powers. • A judge is distinguished from a subjudicial officer in that 
the decision of a judge in criminal or juvenile cases is not subject to de novo 
review and may only be reviewed by a judge of a higher court; whereas the 
decision of a subjudicial officer is always subject to de novo review by a 
judge, sometimes by a judge at the same court level. Sec de noTO for further 
ejmlanation. • The authority of a judge is granted by statute or constitution. 
Th^uthority of a subjudicial officer is sometimes ulso granted by statue or 
constitution, but is often granted by a judge or an administrative 
agency. • Conunon names for judicial officers vary and do not consistently 
correspond to the distinction proposed here between judges and subjudicial 
officers. What is called a "judge" is usually, but not necessarily a judge as 
here defined. "Justices of the peace," "magistrates," "masters,** "commis- 
sioners," "referees," "hearing officers," and "parajudicial" personnel are 
typically subjudicial officers, although some jurisdictions may use these 
terms for what this dictionary defines as a judge. • Because of this variation 
in nomenclature among jurisdictions, the terms judicial officer, judge, and 
subjudicial officer, as defined in this dictionary, should be used for interstate 
and national information exchange, regardless of what a particular officer 
may be called within any given jurisdiction. 

Jurisdiction ri T^ie territory, subject matter, or person over which lawful 
authority may be exercised. 

annotation Jurisdiction ni^iy be determined by constitutional provision or by 
statute. 

Jurisdiction, Originai n xfie lawful authority of a court or an administrative 
to hear or act upon a case from its beginning and to pass judgment 

# Jury, grand n a body of persons who have been selected and sworn to 
investigate criminal activity and the conduct of public officials and to. hear . 
the evidence against an accused person(s) to determine whether there is 
sufficient evidence to bring that person(s) to trial. . , 

defining features 

^ •/ sworn body of persons / ^ 

/ can initiate investigations 

• usually only prosecutor's evidence heard 

• has authority to indict » • 
'r • cannot render a verdict of guilty or not guilty 

annotation A trial jury (jury, trikl) is distinguished from a grand jury in that 
a trial jury hears a case and renders a Terdict of guilty or not guilty. A grand 
jury'is asked only to decide whether there is sufficient evidence to cause a 
person to be brought, to trial for a crime. The decision of a grand jury that 
there is sufficient evidence results in an iiidictment or "true bill." 
■ ■ \ ■ , 

# Jury, triai syn Jury, petit syn Jury n a statutorily defined number of persons 
selected according to law and sworn to determine certain matters 6f fact in a 
criminal action and to render a verdict of guilty or not guilty. 
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defining feMtures ' 

• sworn body of persons 

• number and selection criteria determined by statute 

• hears all the evidence in a case 

• renders verdict of guilty or not guilty 

annotation A jury delivers its' yerdict according to the evidence presented at 
the trial and the judge's instructions as to the law. A trial jury's powers and 
duties are to'determine matters of fact, not to interpret the law of the 
case. • The size of a trial jury is set by statute and varies fjom six to twelve 
persons depending upon jurisdiction. 

# Juvenile n a person subject to juvenile court proceedings because a statutorily 

defined event was alleged to have occurred while his age was below the 
^Statutorily specified limit of original jurisdiction of a juvenile court. 

annotation Jurisdiction is determined by age at the time of the event, not at 
the time of judicial proceedings, and continues until the case is terminated. 
Thus a person may be described in a given data system as a juvenile because 
he is still sulyect to juyenile court proceedings even though his actual age 
Aiay be several years over the limit. Conversely, criminal process data 
systems may include juveniles if the juvenile court has waive^i jurisdiction. 

• Although the age limit varies in different states, it is most often the 1 8th 
birthday. The variation is small enough to permit tiationally aggregated data 
to be meaningful, although individual states should note their age limit in 
communications with other states. • UCR defines juvenile as anyone under 
eighteen years of age. • See youthful offender. 

# Juvenile court n a cover tenp for courts which have original jurisdiction 

^ver persons statutorily defined as juveniles and alleged to be delinquents, 
status offenders or dependents. 

annotation A juvenile pourt can be a separate court, a division of a court, or 
a>pecial session of a court. Any court with juvenile jurisdiction should be 
included in »umma^y counts of juvenile courts regardless of the name and 
organizational level of the court, and regardless of whether it also has 
jurisdiction over other kinds of cas&. • The decisions of a probation officer 
exercising judicial powers are considered juvenile court decisions in this 
terminology. • Courts dealing with juveniles range in different states from 
the lowest level of courts to the highest courts of general jurisdiction. %For 
juvenile court processes see detention hearing, petition, adjudicatory hearing, 
transfer hearing, and disposition hearing. 

Juvenile JUS^e agency n a government agency, or subunit thereof, -of which 
the functic^s are the investigation, supervision, adjudication, care or con- 
finement orj^niles whose conduct or condition has brought or could 
bring them wimin the jurisdiction of a juvenile court. 

annotation No prescriptive definition of this term is proposed. The functions 
of adjudication and cac^ or treatment of juveniles are not uniformly 
organized among different jurisdictions. They are sometimes assigned to 
special government units, but may also be carried out by agencies with adult 
Jiction, or by private organizations. What should be classified as\a 
^ iile justice agency therefore varies greatly according to the jurisdiction 
and the purpose of the data presentation. 
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lUVenile record n An official record containing, at a minimum, summary 
information pertaining to an identified juvenile concerning juvenile court 
proceedings, anc|[, if applicable, 'detention and- correctional processes. 

Mnnotation This term is the generic name for the type of record which is 
typically the subject of a statutory provision permitting or requiring sealing 
by court order when the juvenile reaches a certain age. The nature of the 
actual document(s), of course, varies from jurisdiction to jurisdiction. • See 
criminal history record information* 

^ kidnapping n Unlawful transportation of a person without his consent, or 
without the consent of his guardian, if a^minor. 

defining features f , 

• unlawful transport of a person \ J 

• without \m consent, or ) / ' 

• if a minotC without the consent of his Miydian 

recommended conditions of use*^dlS^oi use in data reporting without 
indicating the reporting conventions /or related offenses. Do not include 
unlawful confinement without transportation*. ) 

annotation Kidnappings can be divided into subclasses according to .pur- 
pose, as extortion, rape, etc. Alternatively, the major classes in a reporting 
System can be such other offenses as extortion and rape, in which case 
kidnapping can be treated as a means. • ,Some states place kidnapping 
(unlawful transportation) and unlawful confinement within the same statute. 

iK larceny syn larceny-theft (UCR) n Unlawful taking or attempted taking of 
property, other than a motor vehicle, from the possession of another. 

defining features^UCR Part I offense 

• taking away property which the possessor is entitled to retain 

• excluding taking that requires unlawful entry or force 

• property in the immediate or constructive possession of another including 
in his vehicle, or his premises if open to the public 

• excluding taking a motor^vehicle 
. or ^ 

• attempting the above act 

recommended conditions of use Do not use theft as a name for ?his offense 
in interstate or national information exchange. 

annotation In order to obtain a conviction for larceny, intent to permanently 
deprive owner of property must be proven. At the police reporting level 
intent cannot be determined, thus this feature is omitted from the standard 
definition. • The UCR definition of larceny includes such events as pocket 
picking, purse snatching, shoplifting, thefts from motor vehicles, theft of 
motor vehicle parts and accessories, theft of bicycles, theft from buildings 
(where there is no unlawful or forcible entry) and theft from coin operated 
devices or macHl^s. • The National Crime Panel does not include larceny 
against businesses because of the limited documentation maintained at most 
commercial establishments on losses from such offenses as shoplifting and 
employee theft. 

Yhe National Crime Panel reports definitions and classification of larceny 
are: 
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Personal crimes of theft (Personal larceny): "Theft of property or cash, 
either with contact (but without force or threat of force) or without contact 
between victipi and offender." 

Personal larceny with contact: "Theft of purse, wallet or cash by stealth 
directly from the person of the victim, but without force or the threat of 
force. Also includes attempted purse snatching." 

Personal larceny without contact: "Theft, without direct contact be- 
tween victim and offender, of property or cash from any place other than 
the victim's home or its immediate vicinity. Also includes attempted 
^ theft." . ' 

Household larceny: "Theft or attempted theft of property or cash from the 
home, involving neither forcible nor unlawful entry, or from its immediate 
vicinity." 

^ law enforcement agency n A federal, state, or local criminal justice agency 
of which the principal functions are the prevention, detection, investigation 
of crime, and the apprehension of alleged offenders. 

deffn/ng features 

• federal, state, or local criminal justice agency 

, • primarily prevents, detects. Investigates all or some categories of crimes, . 
and - 

• apprehends alleged offenders ^ 

recommended cond/t/ons of use Include state highway pah-ols and sheriffs 
departments that perform any criminal law enforcement functions, whetjiier 
or not those are their principal functions. Exclude prosecutorial agencies. 

annotation Law enforcement agency is a subclass of criminal justice agency. 

• In agency definitions "principal functions" are those to which more than 
half of the budget is allocated. • An organizational subunit of a larger 
agency is considered a law enforcement agency in this terminology if its 
primary activities fit the definition, irrespective of the principal functions of 
the ^larger agency. However, agencies that incidentally perform law en- 
forcement functions, without assigning them to^a specific organizational 
subunit, ar^ not law enforcement agencies. • Examples of agencies includ- 
ed within this definition $^re city police departments^ sheriffs departments, 
publicly financed campus police departments, law enforcement subunits 
within federal or state regulatOFy agencies, and within port, bridge or transit 
authorities and special di^cts. • Examples of agencies excluded from this 
definition are correctional agencies^ courts^ and subunits thereof; agencies 
primarily concerned with the protection of natural resources or people, such 
as forestry or fish and game departments or sanitation inspection units; and 
prosecutorial agencies such as the organized crime unit of the U.S. Depart- 
ment of Justice and the prosecutorial units of regulatory agencies. • See law 

' enforcement agency^ federal; law enforcement agency^ state; and law enforce- 
ment'agency^ local for further classificatory information. 

^4aw enforcement agency, federal n a law enforcement agency which is 
an organizational unit, or subunit, of the Federal government, r 

annotation Examples of federal law enforcement agencies are the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, the Secret Service, and the \i reau of Alcohol, 
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Tobacco and Firearms. • Federal agency subunits often called law enforce- 
ment agencfes, such as the organized crime unit of the U.S. Department of 
Justice or the enforcement unit of the Internal Revenue Service, are in this 
terminology classified as prosecutorial agencies because their primary pur- 
pose is to try cases in court, although many of their personnel may perform 
law enforcement duties. • See law enforcement agency. 

# law enforcement agency, local n a law enforcement agency which is an 

organizational unit, or subunit, df local government. 

Mnnotatlan This defmition includes sheriffs departments with 'criminal law 
enforcement duties, police departments, and those campus pplice agencies 
•which are financed and administered by local city and community, ccrflege 
districts. It docs not include campus police which are privately financed or 
administered. • It includes special laW enforcement, units within special 
districts such as port and bridge authorities. It excludes sanitation districtjs,- 
public health departments, and other agencies in which the law enforcement 
functions are ijpt assigned to special subunits. • A local law c;nforcement 
agency may also be counted as a correctional agency if it operates a 
correctional facility. See correctional agency. • See law enforcement agency. 

# law enforcement agency, state n a ia\i enforcement agency which is an 

organizational unit, or subu^jt^f state goVemment. 

annotation This definition includes state police agencies, state highway 
patrols, state park rangers and those campus police agencies which are 
/ * financed and administered by state government. It includes state agency 
units which guard property, if the personnel are sworn officers. • It does not 
include agencies such as fish and game or forestry departments of which the 
law enforcement duties are incidental to their main purposes, and are not 
assigned to a special unit. • However, a special law enforcement subunit of a 
regulatory or protective agency classified as a law enforcement agency in 
this terminology. • See law enforcement agency. 

# law enforcement officer syn peace officer syn policeman n An 

V employee of a law*enforcement agency who is an officer sworn to carry out 
llaw enforcement duties, or a sworn employee of a prosecutorial agency who 
primarily performs investigative duties. 

defining features 

• employee of law enforcement agency or prosecutorial agency 

• sworn officer ^ 

• primary duties are the prevention, detection, investigation of crime and 
the apprehension of alleged offenders, or , * 

• investigative duties in a prosecutorial agency 

recommended conditions of use Includ^ investigative personnel of prosecu- 
torial agencies if sworn personnel. Do not include employees of courts and 
correctional agencies who perform law enforcement duties, or employees of 
non-criminal justice agencies whose law enforcement duties are incidental to 
their primary duties. 

annotation The special law enforcement subunits of some ^non-criminal 
justice agencies, such as federal or state regulatory agencies, have been 
defined as criminal justjce agencies in this terminology, and ^the sworn 
investigative personnel of these subun^ are counted as law enforcement 
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officers. • The use of "peace ofTicer" or "policeman" in interstate and 
national infojmation exchange is not recommended. Although "peace offi- 
cer" ia usually a syngnym for law enforcement ofTicer, employees of other 
- criminal justice agencies, or non-criminal justice agencies wh(jse law en- 
forcement functions are incidental to their main purposes, are also called 
peace officers in some jurisdictions. Examples are prison giiards, parole 
officers, probation officers* court personnel, and forest rangers^ and game 
wardens, who are not law enforcement officers in this terminology. ♦ A 
separate entry is given for each type of law enforcement officer by level of 
govermftent because each level has a variety of subtype names and border- 
line cases. • See Uw enforcement agency. 

^ law enforcement officer, federal n An employee of a federal law 
enforcement agency who is an officer sworn to carry out law enforcement 
duties, or a sworn employee of a federal prosecutorial agency, who 
primarily performs investigative duties. 

r0commend0d coodlHohs of use See prcnecutorial agency for reporting 
conventions. " - 

Mnnotatlon Examples of this cl|ws are agents of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation and Hie Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, and the 
investigative staff of federal organized crime units and tax law enforcement 
units. • See law enforcement officer. 

^ law enforcement officer, local « An employee of a local law enforcement 
agency who is an officer swom-4o carry out law enforcement duties, or a . 
sworn employee of a local prosecutorial agency who primarily performs 
investigative duties. 

recommended conditians of use See prosecutorial agency for reporting 
conventions. Include campus police officers who are employees of local City 
and community college districts. 

annotation Deputy sheriffs, city police officers, and sworn personnel of law 
enforcement subunits of port^ and transit authorities tlte examples of this 
class. <• Private campus police are excluded. • See law enforcement officer. 

^ law enforcement Oiyicer, state n An employee of a state 'law enforcement 
agency who is an offi9er sworn to carry out law enforcement duties, or a 
sworn employee of a state prosecutorial agency vyho priijiarily performs 
investigative duties. 

recomniended conditions of use See prosecutorial agency for reporting 
conventions. Include those campus ^lice officers who are employees of 
state university campus police and state^ college police agencies. 

annotation Examples of this class are state police office^ state highm^ 
patrol officers,' and state park police. • Private campus police are ex- 
cluded. • See law enforcement offlcer. 

level of government n The federal, state, regional, 6\ local county or city 
location of administrative and major funding responsibility of a given 
agency. - 

recommended conditions of use Whether the level of government is federal, 
state, regional, or local county or city should be indicated in interstate and 
national information exchange. ^ g 
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^ manslaughter, Involuntary negligent mansl^ghter (UCR) n 

Causing the death of another by recklessness or gross negligence. 
{Mining f0atur99^CR P^rtl off0nM0 

• causing the death of another person 

• without intent to cause death 

• with gross negligence or recklessness 

annotation This offense is UCR criminal honiicide l.b. • In statutes this 
offe^ is variously named and defined. Typical infusions in some state 
codes are unintentionally causing death while committing a misdemeanor, 
committing a lawful act recklessly or negligently, negligently (not willfully) 
omitting to perform a lawful duty, negligently handling dangerous instru- 
ments and, 9k)mefimes, committing criminal abortion. No standard defini- 
tional formula for the amount and type of negligence or recklessn^ 
necessary to constitute involuntary manslaughter exists. Data systems must 
therefore accept tl^ most nearly equivalent offenses m each state code, 
excepting vehicular manslaughter, which can be identified as such independ- 
ent of statute. • See culpability for contemporary definitions of "recklessly" 
and ''negligently/' • See homicide, criminal. 

^ manslaughter, vehicular n Causing the death of another by grossly 
negligent operation of a motor vehicle. 

daflning faaturaa 

• causing the death of another person 

• without intent to cause death — ♦ 

• during grossly negligent ^operation of a motor vehicle 

annotation Included in UCR criminal homicide l.b. Uniform definition of 
this offense presents the same problems as involuntary (hegligent) man- 
slaughter (mansraughter, inyolimtiury), of which' it is a subclass. • UCR 
includes .this offense in negligent manslaughter. It is separated in this 
terminology because it is often codified with a different penalty range and 
can easily be distinguished from other instances of involuntary Manslaugh- 
ter, * See homicide, criminal. 

^ manslaughter, voluntary syn nonnegllgent manslaughter (UCR) n 

Intentionally causing the death of another with reasonable provocation. 

daflning faaturaa-^UCR Part I otfanaa 

•Sntentionally causing the death of another person 

• with reasonable provocation, meaninof provocation that a reasonable 
person would find extrenic' i 
victim not engaged in committing a feloiw 



annotation Included ihlJCR criminal homicide la. • Murder may be used as 
a cover term for the legally distirtct offenses murder and voluntary man- 
slaughter, because the discrimination often cannot blJ^ade at police 
* reporting levels. * See homicide, crimii^al. 

^ misdemeanor n An offense usually punishable by incarceration in a local 
confinement facility, for a p<iriod of which the upper limit is prescribed by 
statute in a given Jurisdiction, typically limited to a year or les^. 
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(Mining f0Mtur09 

• offense' punishable by incarceration 

• usually in a county or city confinement facility 

• upper limit of period of incarceration prescribed by statute in a given 
jurisdiction ' ' * . 

• usually an upper limit of a year or less 

r0eomm€nd0d conditions of use Do not include offenses jUot punishable by 
incarceration. In statistical presentations indicate statutory time limit. 

snnotstfon One of the two major classes of crimes, the other being 
felonies. • The particular acts described as misdemeanors vary among 
different jurisdictions, although most misdemeanors are regarded as acts lesa*^ 
harmful than most felonies. • However, while the felony-misdemeanor 
distinction does not consistently reflect differences in gravity, it is much 
more consistently, related to differences in court processes. See court of 
limited Jurisdiction, court of general Jurfsdiction, and charging document. 

Moddl Penal Code n a generalized modem codification of that which is 
considered biasic to criminal law, published by the American Law Institute 
in 1^62. 

/■ 

annotation The Model Penal Code differed from almost all state cod^ at the 
time of its publication, in that such matters as the general principles of 
liability and justification, formerly defined mainly in case law, were explic- 
itly codified. - 

motion n An oral or written request made by a party to an action, before, during 
or after a trial, that a court issue a rule of order. 

^ motor vehicle theft n Unlawful taking, or attempted taking, of a motor 
vehicle owned by another, with the intent to deprive him of it permanently 
or temporarily. 

defining fssturss^UCRPsrt I offense 

• unlawful taking, or attempted taking, of a motor vehicle, including autos 
and all self-propelled vehicles that travel on the surface but not on rails 

• registered or other legal owner has not given permission for perpetrator 
to use vehicle 

• intent to permanently or temporarily deprive owner of possession 
or 

• attempting the above act 

recommended conditions of use Do not use "auto theft'' as a name for this 
offense in interstate or national information exchange. 

ennotetlon UGR distinguishes three types of motor vehicle theft: autos; 
trucks and buses; and other vehicles, such as snowmobiles and motorcycles. 
Sppcifically excluded are motor boats, construction equipment, farming 
equipment, and airplanes. • The National Crime Panel reports definition is 
"Stealing or unauthorized taking of a motor vehicle, including attempts at 
such acts. Motor vehicles include automobiles, trucks, motorcycles and any 
other motorized vehicle that is legally allowed on most roads and high- 
ways/' 

70 



94 



Entries 



^ murder n Intentionally causing the death of another without reasonable 
.' provocation or legal justification, or clausing the death of another while 
./committing or attempting to commit another crime. 

defining fMturw^UCR Part I otfmi$0 

• intentionally causing the death of another person 

• without reasonable, that is, extreme provocation 

• without legal justification, meaning victim not engaged in committing a 
felony 

or 

• causing the death of another person 

• while perpetrator committing or attempting to commit a crime 

annotation Included in UCR criminal homicide l a. Attempted murder is 
included in UCR in aggrayated assault (assault, aggniTated). • Murder may 
bq used as a cover term for the legally distinct offenses murder and- 
▼oluntary manslaughter (maiislaagliter» yoluntfiry), because the discrimination 
often cannot be made at police reporting levels. • In some states murder 
cannot be charged in regard to a death occurring during the perpetrator's 
commission or attempted commission of a crime unless that crime is a 
felony. See homicide, criminal. 

National Crime Panel reports syn National Crime Panel Survey Re- 
ports n Criminal victimization surveys conducted for the Law Enforce- 
ment Assistance Administration by the U.S. Bureau of the Census, which 
gauge the extent to which persons age 12 and over, households, and 
businesses have been victims of ceol^n types of crime, and describe the 
nature of the criminal incidents anmheir victims. 

annotation The crimes studied by the Crime Panel are those generally 
considered most serious by the public and which, in addition, have been 
demonstrated to be statistically measurable in a victimization study because 
they involve criminal acts with specific victims who are willing to report 
the circumstances of what happened tp them. The selection corresponds 
generally to UCR Part I offenses, although criminal homicide for example, i^ 
not included because the obtaining' of information from the victim is not 
possible. • As of 1975, surveys have been conducted nationally and in 
. twenty-six large cities using samples independent of the national sample. 
• Crimes are grouped by the National Crime Panel into three major 
categories: crimes against persons, crimes against households, and crimes 
against businesses. Crimes against persons are further divided into crimes of 
▼iolence and crimes of theft, • The Crime Panel offenses and their classifica- 
tion are as follows: 
crimes against persons 
crimes of violence 

rape (forcible rape) 

completed rape 

attempted rape 
robbery 

robbery and attempted robbery with injury 

serious assault 

minor assault 
robbery without injury 
attempted robbery without injury 
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assault 

aggravated assault 
with injury 

attempted assault with weapon 
simple assault 

with injury V 
attempted assault without weapon 

crimes of theft (personal larceny) ^ 

personal larceny with contact 

pujse snatching"* 

attempted purse snatching 

pocket picking 
personal larceny without contact 

crimes against households 

burglary 

forcible entry 

unlawful entry (without force) 

attempted forcible entry 
household larceny 

completed larceny * * 

attempted larceny 
motor vehicle theft (occasionally called "auto theft") 

crimes against businesses 
1 burglary 

completed burglary 
attempted burglary 
robbery 
completed robbery 
attempted robbery 

Crimes against persons and crimes of violence differ from the UCR classes 
of the same name. • The defmitions attributed to the NCP in this dictionary 
' are those used for the National Crime Panel reports containing national data 
for 1973 and 1974. 

nolo contendere n A defendant's formal answer in court, to the charges in a 
complaint, information, or indictment, in which he states that he does not 
contest the charges, and which, while not an admission of guilt, subjects him 
to the same legal consequences as a plea of guilty. 

recommendBd conditions of use Include answers of nolo^contendere in 
counts of guilty pleas (plea, guilty). 

annotation Because an answer of nolo contendere and a guilty plea have the 
same effect, data systems customarily do not differentiate the two. 

OBTS n An abbreviation for "offender-based transaction statistics." 

annotation Offender-based transaction st^^tistics are derived from informa- 
tion concerning law enforcement, court and corrections proceedings re- 
corded in such a way that the system identity of the person subject to the 
proceedings is preserved throughout data collection and analysis. • The use 
of the individual offender or alleged offender as the basic unit tracked by the 
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statistical system provides the mechanism for linking events in the different 
X parts of the criminal justice system. The output of one agency can be linked 
to the input of another agency, and the flow of alleged offenders and 
offenders through the system can be observed over long periods of time. 
This capability permits study of the relationships between decisions and 
dispositions made at one point and decisions and dispositions niade at 
another point in the criminal justice process. • The data elements in OBTS 
and CCH systems both represent criminal history record information. How- 
ever, CCH system output contains personal identifiers; OBTS system output 
does not. 

it offender syn Criinin&l n An adult who ha|^been convicted of a criminal 
offense. 

d0flnlng fm0turm9 

' • identified adult 
' • charged with a crime by a criminal justice agency 

• convicted 

rmcommmd^d conditfonM of use Do not use suspect or alleged offender 
(offender, alleged) as synonyms. Do not use to describe juveniles unless they 
have been transferred to a criminal court, prosecuted and convicted. 

Mnotation Juveniles adjudicated in Juvenile court to have committed of- 
fenses should be described as delinquents or status offenderSi according to 
whether the offense was a criminal act or a status offense. 

offender, alleged n a person who has been charged with a specific crim- 
inal offense(s) by a law enforcement agency or court, but has not been 
convicted. 

defining f&aturmM 

• identified person < 

• charg^ with a crime by a criminal justice agency ^ 

• not convicted 

recommended condltione of uee Do not use suspect or offender as syn- 
onyms. Do not use to describe juveniles unless they have been transferred to 
a criminal court for prosecution as adults. 

ennoteHon Describe juveniles alleged, but not adjudicated, to have com- 
mitted delinquent acts or status offenses as alleged delinquenti or alleged 
status offenders. 

offense n An act committed or omitted in 'violation of a law forbidding or 
commanding it. a 

ennotetlon In most statistical contexts, this term is synonymous with crime- 
as defined in this dictionary, which excludes infractions. • In broadest usage 
offenses include crimes, delinquent acts, status offenses and infractions. 

offenses, Part I n a class of offenses selected for use in UCR, consisting of 
those crimes which are most likely to be reported, which occur with 
sufficic^nt frequency to provide an adequate basis for comparison, and which 
are serious crimes by nature and/or volume. 
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* annotation The Part I offenses are: • 

1. Criminal homicide ^/ » 

a. Murder and nonnegligent [voluntary] manslaughter ^ 

b. Manslaughter by negligence [involuntary manslaughter] 

2. Forcible rape 

a. Rape by force 

b. Attempted forcible rape 

3. Robbery 

a. Firearm 

b. Knife or cutting instrument 

c. Other dangerous weapon 

d. Strongarm 

4. Aggravated Assault 

a. Firearm 

b. Knife or cutting instrument 

c. Other dangerous weapon 

d. Hands, fist, feet, etc.— aggravated injury 

5. Burglary 

a. Forcible entry 

b. Unlawful entry — no force 

c. Attempted forcible entry 

6. Larccny-thcfl [larceny] ^ 

7. Motor vehicle theft 

a. Autos 

b. Trucks and buses 

^ c. Other vehicles i 

\ The various subclassifications of Part I offenses are described in the entry 
for UCR, in the subsection UCR offense cbusiflcations. 

# Offenses, Part II n A class of offenses selected for use in JLJCR. consisting of 

specific offenses and types ol* offenses which do not meet the criteria of 
frequency and/or seriousness necessary for Part I offenses. 

annotation The II offenses are^ 
other assaults (simple,* nonaggravated) 
arson* 

forgery* and counterfeiting* 
fraud* 

embezzlement* 

stolen property; buying, receiving, possessing 
vandalism 

weapons; carrying, possessing, etc. 
prostitution and commercialized vice 

sex offenses (except forcible rape, prostitution, and commercialized vice) 

narcotic drug laws 

gambling 

offenses against the family and children 
driving under the influencet 

liquor laws (list continued) 
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drunkenness " (continued list) 

disorderly conduct 

vagrancy 

all other offenses (excepting traffic law Violations) 
suspicion* 

curfew and loitering laws (juvenile violations) 
runaway* (juveniles) 

Terms mark^ with an asterisk (*) are defined in this edition, though not 
necessarily in accord with UCR usage. • UCR does not collect reports of 
Part J[I offenses. Arrest data concerning such offenses, howeyer, arc 
colleclbd and published. 

parole n The status of an offender conditionally released from a confinement 
facility prior to the expiration of his sentence, and placed under the 
supervision of a parole agency. 

annotation Conditions of parole frequently include requirements such as not 
committing another offense, abstaining from drugs and alcohol, not associat- 
ing with known offenders or other specified persons, regularly reporting to 
a parole officer or other designated person, and/or remaining within a 
designated geographic area. • Violation' of the conditions of parole can 
result in reyocatldii of parole by a parole authority. • The length of time of 
parole is determined by the length of the sentence less the length of time 
served in a confinement facility. • Juveniles as well as adults can be placed 
on parole, although juvenile parole is often called **aftercare." • See release 
^ from prison for the classification of release on parole. 

^ parole agency n a correctional agency, which may or may not incli^de a 
parole authority, and of which the principal functions are the supervision of 
adults or juveniles placed on parole. 

defining faaturaa ^ 

^ • correctional agency * 

^* may or may not include parole authority^ . 

• supervises parolees 

recommandad condltlona of uaa Describe agencies which supervise both 
parolees and probationers as probation/parole agencies. 

.annotation Parole agency is a subclass of correctional agency. 

• A parole agency's principal function is to supervise- all persons on parole 
status. Such supervision typically includes making sure the parolee adheres 
to the conditions of his parole, regularly reports to a parole officer or other 
designated person, and engages in behavior appropriate to a parolee. 

^ parole authority n A person or a correctional agency which has the 
authority fo release on parole adults or juveniles committed to confinement 
facilities, to revoke parole, and to discharge from parole. 

defining featuraa 

• person or correctional agency 

• may determine date a person is released on parole 

• may revoke parole 

• may discharge from parole 
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annotation Although parole discretion is usually possessed by a board or 
commission, in s<|gie states, the legal authority is vested in the governor. 

• A parole authority may or may not be administratively separate from the 
parole agency that supervises parolees. Typical names are "parole board," . 
"parole commission," and "adult authority." • When the court fixes the 
sentence, the parole authority discretion is usually limited to granting 
release on parole when a certain portion of the sentence has been served in 
confinement, with minor variations according to the inmate's behavior. The 
rest of the sentence is served on parole. • In states having an indeterminate 
sentence (sentence, indeterminate) statute, the parole authority determines 
the period of confinement within the statutory limits for a given offense, and 
may \n some jurisdictions determine the date of discharge from parole. 

^ parolee n a person who has been conditionally released from a correctional 
institution prior to the expiration "of his sentence, and placed under the 
supervision of a parole agency. 

deftning features 

• person conditionally released from correctional institution . 

• prior to expiration of sentence 

• required to meet specified standards of behavior 

• under supervision of parole agency 

recommended conditions of use Do not .include persons released from 
correctional institutions without conditions and without supervision. 

annotation A person released from a correctional institution without condi- 
tions and without supervision is said tdvbe discharged. • A parolee differs 
from a ^obationer in that a parolee has been placed on parole status either 
. by a parole authority or by statute, after confinement, whereas a probationer 
has been placed cn probation status by a judicial officer. • This definition 
excludes persons paroled from jails and other short term confinement 
facilities where parole discretibn is not vested in a special authority x>r 
board. t 

^ parole violation n An act or a failure to act by a paroleeVvhich does not 
conform to the conditions of his parole.| m 

recommended conditions of use Do not use as a synonym.for revocation. 

annotation Whereas a parole violation is an act committed by a parolee, a 
revocation is the action taken by a parole authority in response to that 
violation. A parole violatiop need not necessarily result in a parole revoca- 
tion. • Conditions of parole, as set forth by^tiie^paroling authority, frequent- 
ly include such requirements as not commimng another offense, abstaining 
from drugs and alcohol, not associating with known offenders or other 
specified persons, regulariy reporting to a parole officer or other designate^! 
person, and/or remaining within a designated geographic area. 

penalty n The punishment annexed by law or judicial decision to the commis- 
sion of a particular offense, which may be death, imprisonment, fine, or loss 
of civil privileges. 

annotation The penalty imposed by the court upon a given person convicted 
of a crime(s) is called the sentence. Penalties defined in this edition are prison 
(sentence), jail (sentence), and fine. 
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person n a human being, or agrbup of human beings considered a legal unit, 
which has the lawful capacity to defend rights, incur obligations, prosecute 
claimsNor can be prqsecuted or\djudicated. 

recommended condltlone of use m data presentations where context does 
not make technical distinctions clear, adults, juveniles and corporate entities 
should be so labelled. 

annotation Examples of a legal unit constituting a person are a state, ,a 
territory, a government, a country, a partnership, a public or private 
corporation, or an unincorporated association. 

^ petition (Juvenile) n a document filed in juvenile court alleging that a 
juvenile is a delinquent, a status offender, or a dependent, and asking that the 
court assume jurisdiction over the juvenile,^r asking that the juvenile be 
transferred to a criminal court for prosecution as an adult. 

annotation Petitions may be filed by a prosecutor, by an officer of an intake 
unit, or by a social welfare agent or other government officer in cases of 
dependency. In some states private citizens may also file petitions. • A 
juvenile need not have been taken into custody in order for a petition to be 
filed. See detention hearing. • Filing of a petition results in an adjudicatory 
hearing to determine the truth of the allegations, or a transfer hearing to 
determine if jurisdiction should be waived, or both. • In accounting for the 
How of juveniles through the judicial system, transfers to adult court and 
specific adjudications (juvenile) may be outcomes of the filing of a petition. 
A juvenile court disposition (disposition, juvenile court) may be an outcome 
olr an adjudication (juvenile). 

^ petition not sustained n The finding by a juvenile court in an adjudicatory 
hearing that there i^ not sufficient evidence to sustain an allegation that a 
juvenile is a delinquent, status offender, or dependent. 

annotation This type of adjudication (juvenile) corresponds to an adjudica* 
tion (criminal) of acquittal or dismissal. 

^ plea n A defendant's formal answer in c5iurt to the charges brought against him 
in a complaifit, information, or indictpient. 

annotation For statistical purposes, there are two types of pleas: not guilty 
plea and guilty plea (plea, not guilty; plea, guilty). The latter includes pleas of 
' nolo contendere. Since initial plea and final plea may be different, both 
should be recorded (plea, initial; plea, final). 

plea bargaining The exchange of prosecutorial and/or judicial concessions, 
commonly a^ lesser charge, the dismissal of other pending charges, a 
recommendation by the prosecutor for a reduced sentence, or a combination 
thereof, jp retDrn for a plea of guilty. ^ 

^ plea, final n The last plea, to a given charge, entered in a court record by or 
for a defendant. » 
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# ptoa, guilty n a defendant's formal answer in court, to the charges in a 

complaint, information, or indictment, in which he states that the charges 
are^nie and that he has committed the offense as charged, or that he does 
not contest the charges. ^ 

r0commend0d conditions of use Include pleas of nolo contendere. 

annotation Pleas of nolo contendere have the ^ame legal status as' guilty 
pleas, and data systems customarily do not differentiate between the tv^o. 

# pleat Initial n The first plea, to a given charge, entered in a court record by or 

for a defendant. 

recommended conditions of use Use to represent completed arraignments. 

ennotetion Because there is jurisdictional variation as to what actions are 
included in an arraignment, or arraignment hearing, the term "arrargnmenf* 
is not recommended as a statistical term. The acceptance and recording of 
an initial plea unambiguously indicates that the arraignment process has 
been completed. 

# pleai not guilty n a defendant's formal answer in court, to the charges in 

complaint, information, or indictment, in which he states that he is not 
guilty. ^ 

# police department n a local law enforcement agency directed by a chief of 

police or a commissioner. 

recommended conditions of use Indicate whether a special district; or 
organized at the city, county t)r regional level of government. 

annotation Any city, county, regional, or special district law enforcement . 
agency which is not a sheriffs department is a police department in this 
terminology. • UCR distinguishes between city police departments and 
town police departments. • See enforcement agency, local. 

# police officer n a local law enforcement officer employed by a police 

department. 

annotation See police department.* See law enforcement officer, local. 

4 

<l * 

population movement n Entries and exits of adjudicated persons, or persons 
subject to judicial proceedings, into or from correctional facilities or 
programs. 

annotation The events which ajMttescribed, classified, and tabulated under 
the general heading of populat^Rnovement statistics are variously named 
and defined. The choice of nomenclature and referents in different jurisdic- 
tions is not consistent, "Admissions" and "readmissions" can describe entries 
into a single facility or into a given correctional system. "Readmissions" can 
be defined as re-entries in connection with one set of criminal proceedings 
or as all re-entries by the same person. Statistics concerning movement in 
and movement out may or may not account for entries and exits of prisoners 
en route to other facilities and persons committed to units within facilities 
for diagnosis or classification. • In the current absence of a consensus on 
national •level data requirements, there is no basis for recommending a 
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general population movement terminology in this edition of the dictionary. 
• See, hoy^M^v, release from prison and release from detention for suggested 
standarcl terminology for these narrower ranges of population movement, 
-where some general consensus on language has been established. 

# predisposition report n The document resulting from an investigation 
* undertaken by a probation agency or other designated authority/ which has 

been requested by a juvenile court, into the past behavior, family back- 
ground and personality of a juvenile who has been adjudicated a delinquent, 
a status offender, or a dependent, in order to assist the court m determining 
^ the most appropriate disposition. 

Mnnofatfon, The investigation and report is usually made by a probation 
agency or special intake unit attached to a JuTenile court • A predisposition 
report corresponds to an adult presentence report • See diagnosis or 
classiflcadon center. ^ 

/' 

# presentence report n The document resulting from an investigation 

undertaken by a probation agency or other designated authority, at the 
requestof a criminal court, into the past behavior, family circumstances, and 
personality of an adult who has been convicted of a crime, in order to assist 
the court in determining the most appropriate sentence. 

annotation A\presentence investigation is usually carried out after conviction 
ik. and before sentence is pronounced. • A pr^ntencc report corresponds to a 
^juvenile predisposition report. • See diagnosis or classification center. 

prior record n criminal history record information concerning any law 
enforcement, court or correctional proceedings that have occurred before 
the currei% investigation of, or pceceedings against, a person; or statistical 
descriptions of the criminal histories of a set of persons. 

recommanded conditions of use In statistical presentations indicate the 
process events included in the analysis. 

annotation "Prior record" in operating agency and court usage usually 
refers to an individual's previous criminal history record in conventionid 
computerized or other "rap sheet" form. However, statistical tabulations, 
of prison population characteristics for example, often provide prior record 
information^ in the form of summary numbers of individuals with "three 
prior arrests" or "one to three jail priors" or "one prison prior" and the 
like.* See criminal history record information. 



prison n A confmement facility having custodial authority over adults sentenced 
to confmement for more than a year. ^ 

raco^mandad conditiona of uaa Correctional facilities ntting this descrip- 
tion should be/^classified as adult correctional ins^tutions (correctional 
institution, adult). ^ 

. annotation This is not a prescriptive definition. "Adult correctional institu- 
tion" is the statistical term proposed in this terminology for long-term adult 
confinement facilities because it is a functional name, appropriate for the 
similar or identical facilities commonly called "prisons," "penitentiaries," 
"state reform schools," "state correctional facilities," "federal prisons," and 
"major correctional institutions." f . See correctional facility for a list . of 
recommended standard descriptors. 



Entries 73 



# prisoner n a person in custody in a confinement facility, or in the personal 
custody of a crimiiial justice official while being transported to or between 
. confinement facilities. 

annotation *Trisoner** is the customary name for inmates in federal and state 
statistical reporting concerning confinement facilities. • Data presentations 
should indicate whether the counted prisoners are inmates, arrested persons 
en route to booking or court, or ^persons tjping transported between 
confinement facilities, r 

^ prison (sentence) n The penalty of commitment to^the jurisdiction of a 
confmement facility system for adults, of which the custodial authority 
extends to persons sentenced to more than a year of confinement. r 

annotation This term is proposed as the name for a sentence to a correctional 
institution, as the latter is defined in this terminology, because the usages 
"prison sentence" and "jail sentence" are well established at the level of 
court data reporting. It includes commitments to those relatively uncommon 
facilities which may contain some adults sentenced to less than a year, as 
there is at present no separate category iA national prisoner data presenta- 
tions for facilities which hold both shorf^ and long-term prisoners. • The ^ 
uppef limit of sentence is used here to define the penalty of commitinent to a 
"prison," instead of the felony/misdemeanor distinctfeiiJ^^Sause of the 
variation in felony definitions among states. • Data presentations for which ^ 
this classification is not appropriate should, where possible, use: the standard 
descriptors for correctional facilities, to describe the exceptions from the 
definition. 

probable cause n a set of facts and circumstances which would induce a 
reasonably intelligent and prudent person to believe that an accused person 
had committed a specific crime. 

recommended conditions of use Do not use auspicion as a synonym. 

annotation The existence of probable cause is required in most jurisdictions 
for arrest and the beginning of prosecution. Provable cause requires "rea* 
sonable grounds to believe" a specific crime has been'^^bmmitted by a 
specific person, whereas proof of guilt requires "belief beyona-a reasonable 
doubt."> 

probation n The conditional freedom granted by a judicial officer to an alleged 
offender, or adjudicated adult or juvenile, as long as the person meets 
certain conditions of behavior. 

recommended mffdltlona of uae In interstate and juttional information 
exchange concerning' probation decisions and prooationers, indicate wheth- ^ 
er probation status wH^granted before adjudication or after conriction. 

annotation Probation for atk^djudicated person is a court ordered condition- 
al freedoni, whereas parole i^ a^ conditional freedom granted either by a 
parole authority or by statute iffter confinement. • Probation is usuallv^K 
continuation of freedom previously granted by the court during iK5urt 
• proceedings* It may be granted after conviction, but also may be granted 
before adjudication, as when the defendai\t concedes guilt, prosecution is 
suspended, and the subject placed oil probation. • Juveniles may be placed 
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^ on probation Ipy a probation officer in lieu of the filing of a petition. 

' • Probati9n may occur following a short local confinement, as when jail 
(sentence)^ a conditioirof probation. Probation may be granted when 

* either execution or imposition-of the sentence is suspended. In the former - 
case, i violation of probation and* consequent revocation may cause the 
sentence to be executed. In the latter, a sentence may be set and executedl. 

# probation agency syn probation department n a correctional agency of 

which the principal functions are juvenile intake, the supervision of adults 
and juveniles placed on probation status, and the investigation of adults or 
juveniles for the purpose of preparing presentence or predisposition reports 
to assist the court in determining the proper sentence or juvenile court 
disposition. . , • 

defining fBatureB • 

• correctional agency r f 

• performs juvenile intake functions ^ 

• supervises persons placed on pi*obatiqn by a judicial officer, before or 
after adjudication - ^ ' 

• investigates • past /l^ehavior and circuifetances of person*, subject to 
judicial proceedings - i 

recommended 'condltlor\B of t/5« TDescribe agencies Nyhich supervise both 
probationers and parolees as pr66ation/pycJip agencies. i 

annotation Probation agencies are classified as correctional agencies because ^ 
their chief functions include the supervtpion of adjudicated juveniles or 
convicted adults. However, probation agencies organized at locaVlevels of 
government usually bperate under the authority of a court, ar(a /juvenile 
probation officers are often considered judicial officers. ^ Adult ^ndjuvenile 
probation agencies are often separate g< ty_emm ental units. In many states a 
single state agency performs both probation and parole supervision func- 
tions for adults, but juvenile probation functions ar^ typically local and 
supervised by a Juvenile court. • A probation agency's concern with adults is 
usually limited to those convicted of an offense. Its discretionary powers 
regarding juveniles are much greater, in that it usually administers the intake 
unit that can make a decision ;o close a case at intake,-to take other actions 
that preclude or defer the intervention of "the juvenile court, or to file a 
petition asking *the court. to assume jurisdiction over the juvenile. The 
juvenile concern is also broad in that the intake function and subsequent 
supervision and care authority may apply to d^pe^dent juveniles, especially 
those, in custody pending court disposition. 

^ probationer n A person required by a court or proklatioa agency to meet 
certain conditions of behavior, who may or may not be placed under tlje 
supervision of a probation agency. 

annotation Although anyone whose judicial proceedings or commitment to 
confinement has been suspended^ conditionally upon good behavior is 
tfechnically a probationer, data reporting system^should distinguish between 
those under probation agency supervision . and those not supervised. 
*• Adjudication need not be complete for an adult or juvenile to be placed 
on probation. • Violation 'of the conditions o.f probation (probation viola- 
tion) may result in revocation, followed by either a court oraer to the 
probationer to serve a previously suspenaea sentence, or the setting ana 
ejiccution of a sentence by the court. 
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# probation officer n An employee of a probation agency whose primary 
duties include one gr^more of the probation agency functions. 

recommended conditfona of use Include all probation ofTicers in summary 
counts of correctional agency personn«. Include juvenile probation officers 
who exercise judicial powers in summary counts of su^Udicial officers. 

annotation All probation officers are probation agency personnel, and 
therefore correctional agency personnel. • The intake function of a juvenile 
probation agency may include the exercise of judicial authority in disposing 
of juyenile referrals.<J2tObation officers who exercise Judicial authority are 
therefore also subjudicial officers. 

probation (sentence) n a court requirement that a person fulfill certain 
conditions of behavior and accept the supervision of a probation agency, 
usually in lieu of a sentence' to confinement but sometimes including a jail 
sentence. 

annotation See sentence, 

^ probation vioiatlcyijLAli^a^^or a failure to act by a probatioWr which does 
^^-^61 conform to the conditiOn^^^n^is probation. ' ^ 

I ' recommended conditions of uae 3o nbt use as k synonym for revocation 

annotation 'Whereas a probatio \ violat ion is an act commi tted ^ 
^ probationer, a revocation is thejKnion talcefi ^IT^^urt in. response to that 
violation. Probation revocation njay result in the execution of a previously 
suspended sentence. • A probation vjplation need not necessarily result in ai 
probatioiTtevocation. • Conditions of adult probation, as set forth by the 
court which granted the probation, frequently include such adpionishments 
as not committing another offense, abstaining from drugs and alcohol, not 
associating wi^th known offenders or other \specified persons, regularly 
reporting to a probation officer or other designated person, and/of^remain- 
ing within a designated geographic area. ^ 

# pro se syn in propria persona adv Acting as one's own defense attorney in 

criminal proceedings; representing oneself. 

annotation A defendant acting pro se is seldom an attorney admittedlo the 
bar. 

# pr08eCUte^r n An attorney employ^^ by a gqvern^iWht agency or -subunit 

whose official duty is to initiate and maintain criminal proceedings on behalf 
^ of the government against persons^cused of committing criminal offenses. 

r^ommended cSfdItlona of uae In^mterstate and national data exchange, 
describe prosectJRBfe attorneys by a term indicating the level of governn^ent 
plus the term "prosecutor," for example "county prosecutor." 

annotation Customary names of government attorneys, such as ^.S. 
Attorney," "district attorney," and "state's attorney," are not recommended 
in this statistical terminology because nomenclature and definition vary 
among states. The Employing level of government and the prosecutorial 
function are the basic classification feMiff^in statistics concerning prosecu- 
tors. Specific employin^^-agencips can be designated Nyhere necessary. 
• Excluded from this category are law enforcement officers and probation 
ofncers who present qa^s in court,, but* only incider\Jally to their other 
duties.^ • . 82 • . \ 
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J prosecutorial agency n a federal, state, or local criminal justice agen(% of 
which the |5rincipal function is the prosecution of alleged offenders. 

defining featur^B 

• federal, state, or local criminal justice agen(ty \ * 

• principal function is prosecutio^f alleged offenders \ 

recommended conditions of use When counting agencies count prosecu- 
torial subunits of regulatory agencies as prosecutorifid agencies. When 
counting f)ersonnel count those who primarily prepare or try cases as 
prosecutors, and those who are sworn officers and who primarily investigate 
as law enforcement ofHcers. Indicate level of goyernment. 

annotation Prosecutorial agency is a subclass of criminal justice agency. A 

' prosecutorial agency can contain bolJi prosecutors and law enforcement 
officers. • Typical prosecutorial agencies are coun^5^ district attorney 
offices, organized crime units in federal and state departments of justice, and 
prosecutorial suHtinits of regulatory agencies. This classification is based on 
the special, single major purpose of ^uch agencies. • The Law Enforcement 
Assistance Administration's directory, Criminal Justice Agencies (1974) has a^ 
category entitled **prosecution and legal services agencies." This category 
could not be limited to criminal justice agencies alone because criminal and 
civil functions are often combined in one administrative unit.^£u(^et, 
manpower, and caseload data relating to specific functions are not always 
separable. Therefore, in order to present comprehensive and nationally 
^omparable agency data, this ^rimingl Justice Agencies category includes 
agencies having only criminal functions, agencies having onl^ civil func- 
tions, and agencies {performing both functions. • Data present|«ions should 
indicate such deviations from the definition recommended in this dictionary, 
^ which limits "prosecutorial agenc^to those with the principal function of 
prosecuting alleged offenders. 

^ public defender n An attorney^ employed by a government agency or 
subdivision, whose official duty is to represent defendants unable to hire 
private counsel. 

deftnlng^atures 

• a defense attorney . • . . 

• assigned by the court to defend private persons unable to hire private 
counsel 1 , 

• regularly employed by the government ^ 

recomrpended conditions of use Do not use as a synonym (or assigned 
counsel. ' \^ 

annotation An assigned counsel is one who may^&^^aid^y^he govemmfent 
for defendin^^ a client in^a particular c^ but is not regularly eihployed by 
the government. • The third type of def^i^se attorney is retained counsel. 

public defender's office n a federal, state, or local crimihal Itistice 
agency or subunit of which the principal function is to represent defe^fiants 
unable to hire private counsel. 

mining features i? 

• criminal justice agendy 

• principal function is to represent defendants unable to hire private counsd 
annotation Public defender's office is a subclass of crimihal justice agency. 
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purge (record) v The complete removal* of arrest, criminal, or juvenile record 
0 information fron^a given records system. 

r^comnmnded conditions ofuso Do not use as a synonym for seal. 

mnotaHon Purging differs from sealing in that sealing only transfers 
information^om routinely available access to greatly restricted access. 

• Purging does not necessarily mean^e destruction of all records of a 
given fact. Original records that often remain after purging of a central 
record from a central Tile include precinct arrest books, other original entry 
recpcds, chronological court files, and reported court opinions. • Some 

^^^urisdicltons use expunge as a synonys^Cbut this usage is not recommended 
r because expunge is sometimes used tp mean seal or purge or both. 

rape n Unlawful sexual intercourse with a female, by force or without legal or 
factual consent. 

rfcommsnded conditions of uso Use the subclasses forcible rape (rape, 
forcible), statutory rape (rape, statutory), and rape without force or consent, 

when possible. 

annotation Historically, rape meant forcible rape as defined in this diction- 
ary, but it is currently used in statutes as a general term for forcible rape, 
together with other sexual acts codified as criminal because of the victim's 
legal inability to give consent (usually called statutory rape), or factual 
inability to give consent (definetd here as rape without force or consent). 

• The National Crime Panel reports sometimes use "rape" for forcible rape. 

# rape, forcible n Sexual intercourse or attempted sexual itrtercourse with a 
female against her will, by force or threat of force. 

defining^ foaturea^UCR Part i offanse 

• sexual intercourse meaning, vaginal penetration, with a female of any age 

• against the will of the victim 

• use or threat of force 

or ^ 

^ • attempting the above act 

racommandad conditions ofusa See rape. 

annotation The National Crime Panel reports define rape as ''carnal knowl- 
edge through the use of force pr the threat of force, including attempts. 
Statutory rape (without force) is excluded.** Wives are not explicitly 
excluded as victims. The NCP usage is also broader in that males as well as 
females can be victims, and sexual assaults other than forcible sexual 
intercourse Ipay be included if the victim believes he or- she has been 
forcibly raped. ^ ' 

\ rape, statutory n Sexual intercourse with a female who has consented in fact 
but is deemed, because of age, to be legally incapable of consent. 

dafining faaturaa- ^ 

\ • Sexual intercourse with a female 
' • without force or threat of force 
•• female has consented in fact 

• female below the^ag^^ consent specified in the code of a given state 
' racom/narfdad conditions of usa See rape. 
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# rape without force or consent n Sexual intefVcQurse with a female legally 
of the age of consent, but who is unconscious, or whose ability to judge or 
control her conduct jjknherently impaired by mental defect, or impaired by 
intoxicating substanJR • ^ v 

defining f00tun8 

• sexual intercourse with a female 

• without force or threat of force 

• female legally of the age of consent ^ ^ 
^ • female unconscious, or 

• ability to consent not present, in that ability to judge or control'conduct is 
inh^^ently impaired by mental defect, or impaired by intoxicating 
substances. 

recommended conditions of use See rape. ^ . 

recidivism n The repetition of criminal ^ehavior; habitual criminality, 

annotation In statistical practice, a recidivism rate rhay be any of a number 
of possible counts of instances of arrest, cohviction, correctional commit- 
ment, and correctional status changes, related to counts of repetitions of 
these events within a given period of time. • Efforts to arrive at a single 
standard statistical description of recidivism have been hampered by thp fact 
that the correct referent of^e^erm is the actual repealled criminal or 
delinquent behavior of a gi^n person or group, yet the only available 
statistical indicators of that behavior are records of such system events as 
rearrests, reconvictions, and probation or parole "yiolatipns or reyocations. It 
is recognized that these data reflect agency decisions about events and may 
or|iFnay not closely correspond with actuaK criminal behavior. Different 
c^l^l^usions about degrees of .correspondence between system decisions and 
actual behavior consequently produce different definitions of Recidivism, 
that is, different judgments .of which system ivent repetition rates bes^t 
measure actual recidivism rates. This is an empirical question,. and not one of 
defmition^to be resolved solely by analysis of language uSage^ and system 
logic. • Resolution has also been delayed by the limited capacities of most 
criminal justice statistical systems, which do not routinely make available 
the standardized offender-based transaction data (OBTS) which may be 
needed for the best measurement of recidivism. • Pending the adoption of a 
f standard statistical description of recidivism, and the ability to implement it, 
it is recommended that recidivism analyses include the widest pos^sible range ■ 
of system events that can correspond with actual recidivism, aria that 
sufficient detail on offenses charged be included to enable discrimfnation 
between degrees of gravity of offenses. The units of count shCtlfl be clearly 
identified and the length of comriiunity exposure ttme of the subject 
population stated. • The National Advisory Commission on Criminal Justice 
Standards and Goals recommends a standard definition of recidivism in its 
volume Corrections (1973): "Recidivism is measured by (1) criminal acts that 
resulted^n convictior] by a cour^, when committed by individuals who are 
under correctional supervision or who have been released from Correctional 
supervision within the previous three years, and by (2) technical violati^s 
of probation or parole in which a sentencing pr paroling authority took 
action that resulted in an adverse change in the offender's legal status.'' 
Neither of these formulations is endorsed as adequate for all purposes. Both 
limit the measure and concept of recidivism to, popqlations which are or 
have been under correctional supervision. Yet the ultimate significance of 
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data concerning the repetition c^f criminal behavior often depends uponjhe 
comparison of the behavior of unconfined or unsupervised offenders^ with 
the behavior of those with correctional experience. 

# referral to intake n in juvenile proceedings, a request by the police, parents, 

or other agency or person, that a juvenile intake Unit take appropriate action 
J, concerning a juvenile alleged to have committed a delinquent act, status 
offense, or to be dependent. 

defining features 

• request by police or other agency, parent or other private person 

• to juvenile intake unit 

• concerning juvenile alleged to have committed a delinquent act, status 
offense or to be dependent 

• that intake unit itself dispose of case, or 

• file petition alleging that the juvenile is a delinquent, status offender or 
dependent 

annotMtlon The outcomes of a referral to intake include filing of a juvenile 
pcititioii, referral to a care or supervision program, closing of the case, or 
, diyersion. 

# release from detention n The authorized exit from detention of a person 

subject to criminal or juvenile justice proceedings. 

annotation This term covers all releases of persons detainrftt in correctional 
facilities pending the completion of judicial proceedings, whether or not the 
release is from a facility that is ordinarily characterized as a detention 
faciJLity, such as a jaif or juvenile hall, and irrespective of the reason for the 
releasee. It includes all releases from detention for the purpose of transfer to 
other facilities. ' Data presentations should state the type of facility from' 
which the person(s) is released. ^ 

release from prison n a cover term for all lawful exits from federal or state 
confinement facilities primarily intended for adults serving sentendes of 
more than a year, including all conditional and unconditional releases, 
deaths, and transfers to other jurisdictions, excluding escapes. 

annotation Although there is no established precise classificatory terminol- 
ogy for all legal exits from prisons, there is general^ agreement on data 
elements in sbnje national systems. The following termmology is suggested 
for the classification of all releases from prison. 

release on parole syn release while still under jurisdiction of 

conditional release correctional agehcy, before expiration 

of sentence 

discretion^y release date determined by^ parc^e 

authority 
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discharge from prison syn release ending all agency jurisidiction 

unconditional release 

discretionary ^ pardon, commutation of sentence 

mandatory expiration of sentence 

temporary release authorized, unaccompanied temporary. 

departure for educational, employ- 
ment, or other authorized purposes 

transfer of jurisdiction transfer to jurisdiction of another cor- 

rectional afeency or a court 

death death from homicide, suicide. Or nat- 

t ural causes 

execution execution of sentence of^eath 

In some systems **release on parole" represents only discretionary condition- 
al release. It is r^ommended that mandatory conditional releases be 
included, as both types describe conditional releases with subsequent parole 
status. ^ " ^ 

# release on bail n The release by a judicill officer of an accused person who 
has been taken iiito custody, upon his promise to pay a certain sum of money . 
or property if he fails to appear in court as required, which promise may or 
may not be secured by the deposit of an actual sum of money or propchy, 

defining f0atures * ^ 

• release by a judicial officer 

• of ai^arrested person who would otherwise be detained 

• accused promises to appear in court as required for criminal proceedings 

• accused promises to pay a sum of money if he fails to appear 

• promise to pay may <|r may not be secured by a deposit 

recommended conditions of use Specify whether **secured*' oir "unsecured" 
bail. 

snnotation The other two major types of- pretrial release (release, pretrial) 
are release on own recognizance and release to third party, * Bail is usually 
secyred not by the deposit of the total amount to be forfeited, but by a 
percentage thereof. • When the accused is released on his promise to pay a 
.. .certain sum. but where no money or property at all is required to be 
deposited in advance, this is spoken of as release on "unsecured bail" or 
"unsecured bond." • Release on unsecured bail differs from release on own 
recognizance in that release on own recognizance does no^ require the 
security of even a promised sum of money or property. In' jurisdictions 
where release on own recognizance is not provided for, release on unse- 
cured bail may fulfill a similar function. • 

# release on own recognizance n The release, by a judicial officer, of an 
accused person who has been taken into custody, upon his promise to appear 
in court as required for criminal proceedings. 

defining features ' \ ■ ' 

• release by a judicial officer • 

• of an arrested person who would otherwise be detained ^ --^ 

• accused promises to appear in court as required for criminal proceedings 

• no bail, either secured or unsecured, required 
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recommended conditions of use Do not use as a synonym for release on 
bail, whether secured or unsecured. \ 

annotation The other two major types of pretrial release (release, pretrial) 
are release on bail and release to third party. • Release pn own recognir 
zance differs from release on unsecured bail in that release on own 
recognizance does not require the security of even a promised sum of 
mottey or property. In jurisdictions vyhere release on own recognizance is 
not^provided for, release on unsecured bail may fulfill a similarifunction. 
• Release on own recognizance is often abbreviated R.O.R., o/o.R. 

# release, pretrial n a procedure whereby an accused person who has been 

takeiyl^to custody is flowed ta be free before and during his trial. 

annotation The three major types of pretrial release are release on bail, 
release on own recognizance, and release to third partjr. • The usage of th^ 
terms "bail" and "recognizance" is quite varied. In the terminology pro- 
posed here for interstate and nat^al information exchange, release on b^l 

' refers only to instances where a swjl of money or property will be forfeited 
if the accused does not appear in court. Is this terminology, release on own 

. recognizance includes only releases ni)t rehrt^dto any deposit or promise to 
forfeit money or property. / \ 

# release to third party n The release by a^udicial officer of an accused 

person who has been taken into custody, to a third party ^ho promises to 
return the accused to court for criminal proceedings. 

defining features 

• release by a judicial officer 

• of an arrested person who wouW otherwise be detained 

• into the custody of a third party*-' 

• third party promises to return the accused to court as required for 
criminal proceedings ' ^ 

annotation The other two major types of pretrial release^ (release, pretrial) are 
release on bail an:^ release on own recognizaiicCc 

residential treattment center n a government facility which serves juveniles 
. whose beha^pr does not Mcessitate the strict confinement of a training 
schooL often growing them greater contact'with the community. * 

annotahpn This is thefc^t^^m and the definition used in the 1975 jiiiblic facility 
questionnaire for the LEAA series, "Children in Custody.'* This term is 
variouSy used in different jurisdictions. Facilities known by this name 
which do in fact regularly provide daily access ta community activities and 
resources should be classified as" juvenile community facilities. For tlie 
classification of facilities in which the inmates are confined, see correctional 
institution dixd detention fadiity. • S6e correctional facility for a list of 
^ recommendeif standard facility descriptors. 

# retained counsel n' An attorfieyr not employed or compensated by a 

government agency or subunit, nor assigned by the court, who is privately 
hire^f to represent a person(s) in a criminal proceeding. 

de/f^g features X • 

• a diefense attorney 1,^ ,^ 

• not assigned by the court l"4 ' 
' • not eynployed or compensated by the government 

• privately hired to represent a person(s) in a criminal proceeding(s) 
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annotation The other two types of defense attorney are assigned counsel and 
public defender. 

revocation n An administrative act performed by a parole authority removing a 
person from parole, or a judicial order by a court removing a person from 
parole or probation, in response to a violation on the part of the J)arolee or 
probationer. ^ 

recommended conditions of use Do not use as a synonym for parole 
violation or probation yiolation. Exclude temporary suspensions of parole or 
probation status, pending a revocation decision. 

annotation Revocation is the official action by a parole authority or a court 

in response to a parole or probation violation, which is an act committed by 
the parolee or probationer. The subject can be committed or recommitted to , 
a confinement facility without conviction for a new offense, but only on 
evidence presented during a revocatibn hearing that he has violated his 
conditions of parol^|Qi; probation. Parole and probation status can u$^ally be 
revoked only by the authority that granted it. • Not all violations result in 
revocation hearings or revocations. A court may revoke probation, order 
the probationer to appear in court, and re-grant probation. Usually, how- 
ever, probation revocation results in commitment to a confinement facility 
\o serve a.previously suspended sentence. Parole revocation may result in a 
short confinement in a local facility or return to a federal or state confine- 
ment facility. 

C^reVOCation hearing n An administrative and/or judicial hearing on the 
( question of whether or not a person*s probation or parole status should be 
. revoked. 



annotation A revocation hearing occurs as a response to a probation 
yiolation or parole violation. Not all probation or parole violations necessar- 
ily result in revocation hearings, and not all revocation hearings necessarily 
result in revocation. 

rights of defendant n Throse powers and privileges which are constitutionally 
guaranteed to every defendant. 

annotation At the time of arraignment a defendant is typically informed of at 
least the following: the right to remain silent; the right to an attorney at all 
stages of the proceedings and the right to a court-appointed attorney if the 
defendant does not have the financialjfneans to retain his own; the right. to 
release on reasonable bail; the right to a speedy public trial before a jury or a 
judge; the right to the process of the court to subpoena and produce 
witnesses in the defendant's own behalf and to see, hear and question the 
witness kppearing before the defendant; the right not to incriminate himself. 
Some, though not necessarily all of these, are usually read to a defendant at 
the time of arrest. * ^ 

^ robbery n The unlawful taking or attempted taking of property that is in the 
immediate possession of another, by force or the threat of force. 

defining features^UCR Part I offense / 

• use or threatened use of deadly weapon, or ' 

• use of other nfieans of immediately causing injury or fear 

• unlawful taking of property in the immediate possession of another 
or , 

• attempting above act ^ 9 
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mnotMon 14CR subdivides robbery into (a.) firearm, (b.) knife or cutting 
instrument, (c.) other dangerous weapon, and (d.) strongarm. The National 
Crime Panel reports define robbery as: "Theft px attempted theft, directly 
from a person or business, of property or cash by force or threat of force, 
with or without a weapon." The NCP system classifies robbery against 
persons separately from robbery against businesses. Two types of the former 
are defined: Robbery with injury is defined as "Theft or attempted theft 
from a person, accompanied by an attack, either with or without a weapon, 
resulting in injury. An injury is classified as resulting from a serious assault if 
a weapon was used in the commission of the crime or, if not, when the 
extent of the injury was either sei(ioUs (e.g., broken bones, loss of teeth, 
internal injuries, loss of consciousness) or undetermined but requiring 2 or 
more days of hospitalization. An injury is classified as resulting from^a minor 
assault when the extent of the injury was minor (e.g., bruises, black eye, 
cuts, scratches, swelling) 6r undetermined but requiring less than 2 days of 
hospitalization.*' Robbery without injury is defined as *Theft or attempted 
theft from a person, accompanied by force or the threat of force, either with 
or without a weapon, but not resulting in injury.** 

# rbbt>6ryy armed n The unlawful taking or attempted taking of property thabis 

in the immediate pos^sion of another, by the use or threatened use of a 
deadly or dangerous weapon. v 

defining features 

use or threatened use of deadly weapon ^ 

• unlawful taking of property in the immediate possession of another 

or ^ 
•attemptingabove act 

annotation Armed robbery * includes the UCR robbery sijibclasses ' (a.) 
through (c). See robbery, 

# robbery, Stronsjiarm n The unlawful taking or attempted taking of property 

. that is in the immediate possession of another by theiise or threatened use of 
force, without the use of a weapon. , 

defining features 

• use or threatened use of force ' 

• no weapon 

• unlawful taking of property in the immediate possession of another 
or 

• attempting above act. 

annotation Strongarm robbery consists of the UCR robbery subclass (d.). 
See robbery. ? ^ 

# runaway n a juvenile who has been adjudicated by a judicial officer of a 

juvenile cotyrt, as having committed the status offcftise of le'aVing the custody 
^ and home of his parents, guardians or custodians without permission and 
failing to return within a reasonable length of time. 

recommended conditions of use Do not use to describe juveniles who have 
\left a correctional facility without authorization. 

ahnotatlon Runaways, if abjudicated, are a subclass of status offender. 

^ Statutes defininglhe status offense usually specify either a length of time 
i Jthat the juvenile must be away, or declare habitual running away a statuS 
\ J^ffense. The codification of this offense varies greatly among different 
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seal (record) v The removal, for the benefit of the subject,* of arrest, criminal or 
juvenile repord information from routinely available status to a status 
requiring special procedures for access. 

r0comnwnd0d conditions of use Do not use as a synonym for purge. 

■ annotation Seal differs from purge in that purging is the total removal of 
jnformatipn wilhin a given system. Sealing is typically 4one to prevent 
general access to information concerning juvenile offenses, minor offenses 
committed by young adults, or criminal history informatioii concemmg 
persons who h^ve been outside the jurisdiction of the criminal justice system . 

V for a given period qf time. See youthful offender. • Records may be sealed 
by court order dt because of a statute Requiring, for example, all juvenile 
records to be sealed when the subject reaches a certain age. • Sealmg may 
or may not extend to information contained in precinct arrest books, other 
original entry records, chronological" court files, and reported court opm- . 
ions. • Some jurisdiction^ use expunge as a synonym, but this usage is not > 
recommended because expunge is sometimes used to mean purge or seal or/ 
both. ^ . ^ 

security n The degree of^ restriction 6f inmate movement within a correctional 
facility, usually divided into maximum, medium and minimum levels. 

annotation Security level is not solely a physical characteristic of correction- 
, al facilities but a type of custodial status of inmates, relating both to 
^restrictive architectural features of building^s or areas and to 'human regula- 
tion of inmate movement within the facility. No standard definition of 
security levels is offered in tKis terminology because the defining physical 
\ and behavioral restrictive featultft-vary greatly among jurisdictions. The 
( proposed terminology consequently distinguishes between confinement fa- 
\ cilities and community (or non-confinement) facilities; according to the 
inmate's daily access/ or lack of dgjly access, to community activities and 
resources, and not according to^Hiernal cestrictiveness. • Information 
exchange concerning security classification^^ should include jurisdictional 
definitions. • \^ 

^ security ahd privacy standards n A set of principles and procedures 
developed to insure the security and confidentiality of criminal or juvenile 
record information in order tp protect the privacy of the persons identified 
in such ra^rds. 

annotation TOUJ.S. Department bf Commerce, National Bureau of Stand- 
ards, TechnicarNote 809, provides these definitions- of the key ten^: 
^'Privacy is a concept which appUes to individuals. In essence, it'definesAhe 
degree.to which an individual wishes to interact with his social environment 
and manifests itself in the willingness with which an individual will share 
/ information about himself with others . . . Confidentiality .is a concept that 
/ applies to data. It describes the status accorded to data and the degree of 
i protection that must be provided for it. It is the protection of i^ata 
confidentiality that is one of the objects of Security . } . Security ^the 
realization of protection for the data, the mechanisms and resources used in 
processing data, and'the security mechanism(s) themselves [their empha- 
sis].'' tliioth s^^te^ security ahd confidentiality of (lata arej|peissary for 



\ 



Entries 85 



the protection of thi privacy of persons who have been subject to police and 
judicial proceedingfe, whether or not the proceedings have been completed 
and irrespective py the adjudication. • Components of security and privacy 
standards incluoey limitations on direct acce«^to data, limitations^on non- 
criminal justice dissemination, procedures to insure-^ompleteiiess and accu- 
racy of individual records, the right of an individual to correct his or her 
own record, anq requirements for sealing and purging of records. See seal * 
(record) andj[>urge (record). • The need fcMVsecurity and privacy standards, 
^as Seveldped from problems arising from the increasing use of centralized 
crimina^justice information systea|S of great size. 

# sentence n The penalty imposed by a court updn a\convicted person, pr the 
court decision to suspend imposition or execution of the penalty. 

annotation In this terminology, the types of sentences are death; prison 
^(sentence); jail (sientence); sentence — suspended execution; and sentence — 
suspended impostion. However,' these categories are not mutually exclu^ve, 
since diny given jurisdiction may or mAy nof consider an instance of 
suspended sentence equivalent to probaripn^ When imposition or execution 
of a sentence is suspended, the court retains jurisdiction overjthe convicted 
' person, and may set and/ order the execution of the penalty at a lat^r date. 
• Suspended sentence/s are ^ included as types of sentences in ord^r^o 
categorize all the decisions made at the first process point where ^ sentence 
can be pronounced. • Calculations of time elapsed between /tiling and' 
sentencing shoulcj indicate whether thc*1atter poipt is the first (sentencing 
decision or the execution of the penalty. • The durafion of a sentence to a 
confinement facility includes boh^ime served in confinement and the 
subsequent peric5^i^n parole, if any. 7 

sentence, Indeterrhiliate^ n A statutory provisipn for » type of sentence to 
imprisonment whew, atfter the court has determined that the convicted 
person shall bC'impnsanecL the exact length of imprisonment an^ parole 
supervision is afterwards fixed within statutory limits by a parole authority. 

annotation In most jurisdictions, the coulj|selects a particular maximum and 
sometim6s a minimum limit the par^^ular,person being sentenced, within 
a given statutory range. In others, the parole authority may set any length of 
period of confiAement and parole within the statutory limits for the offense. 
The relative discretion granted by statute to the court and the parole 
authority varies greatly among different states. • The extict duration of the 
. penalty is supposed to be fixed in consideration of the previous recpwi of the 
convicted person, his behavior while in prison or while out oiy^^role, the 
apparent prospect of reformation, and otherS^ch ijiatters- ^ 

^fantibnce, mandatory n a statut(Jry, requirement that a certain penalty shalf 
imposed and executed upon certain' convicted offenders. 

annotation A majidatory sentence usually requires that a convicted offended- 
be confined for a miniii^un^ number of years in jirison. A njandatory 
^ sentence is not a type of sentence, but rather a statutoi-y requirement for a 
certain sentence. \ ^ . 

sentence, suspended n The tourt deoi^on postponing tnJe. pronouncing of 
^ sentence upon a convicted person, or postponing t)ie exemption of a sentence 
that has been pronounced by thexourt. 
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rwcomnwfHM condMonM 6f im Use sentence— suspended Imposition and 
sentence — suspended execution. ^ 

When the court suspend^ a sentence^ it retains jurisdiction over 

person, and may later set or; execute a penalty. When' a sentence is 

suspended the person is lisuaUy placed oa probation. A violation of th^ 
conditions of probation may lead to revocation of probation and rctunrio 
^ court for re-scQtencing. ' " 

^ sentence*— suspended execution ir The court decision setting a penalty 
but postponing its execution. 

# sentence — suspended iifnpOSitlon n The court decision postponing the 

scttipg of a penalty: ^"^ ^ ^ . 

shelter n a confinenient or community facility^r the care of JypMiles, usually 
those h(?ld pe^nding adjjCTdicationr J * ^ 

mnoUSMn "Shefter'* is variously defined^ different jurisdictions. • No 
prescriptive affmitipn i^ offtred for this teha-pending the adoption of^an 
ofnbial dcfmition iin relation. to the Ju^nile Justice Act 0^^1534^ 
^ •Faciliticsknown b|^ this name are classified in the terminology^propo^ in 
. this edition of the dictionary as Juvenile detention fic|lities (detention fecility, 
JuTenile), or juvenile' community facilities^ depending upon whether the 
residents are confined or have regular, daily access to community activities 
or resources. • The 1975 public and priwite facility questionnaires for the 
LEAA series. "Children in Custody." define. *\shelter" as a facility that 
"provides temporary care similar lo that of jrdetention center but in a 
physically unrestricting environment." ' See coVtectional facility ^or a list of 
recommended standard facility descriptors. 

# sheriff n The elected or appointed chief officer cf a count*law erfbrcement 

' * agency, usually responsible for law enforcenient in utqffcorporated areas, 
and for the operation of the county jail. \ 

ncommended tondlifonB of U80 In interstate and national statistical infor- 
mation exchange, do not include sheriffs wltose responsibilities include only 
civil processes. * ^ ' ^ 

sinnotatlon See law enforcement officer, local. 
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sheriff, deputy n A law enforcement oCficer employed by a county sheriffs 
department. \ ¥ ' 

recommended conditions of use In interstate and national statistical infor- 
mation exchange, do not include sheriffs department personnel whose 
permanent duties are primarily custodial or concerned with civil processes. 
« 

annotation See law-enforcement ofncer, local. 



•LEiVV^s^fficc of Juvenile Ju^ce ajid Delinquency Preventioru has begun to develop 
working definitions of "shelter care,** juvenile detention facility,*' arid "juvenile correctional 
facility** for use in monitoring compliance witl\ the statutory provisions of the Juvenile Justice 
and Delinquency Prevention Act of 1974. The terminology in this edition of the^^tionary is 
not intended to be used for that purpose, which may require difTerefiT names and^fin^ions. 
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H ShwtfTs d^partm^nt n A law enforcement agency ofgilinized at the coui^ty 
I level, directed by a sheriff, which exercjses its law enforcement functions at 
the county level, usually within unincorporated areas, and operates the 
county jail in most jurisdictions. ^ 

d0ffnkig f^tur^M \ / 

• county level, qr equivaleiit, government agency ' 

• primarily prevents, detects, investigates crime 
and/or ^ * ; ^ 

• ^ppreheA^ alleged offenders t 

• USUflll^jffmeratM n mrri»rtiofia1 fAr.ilitv ' V 



usuaUwTC a correctional facility 

rwGonmwnded condit/otw of u$0 If a shQrifPs department performs law 
enforcement duties, count as a local law enforcement agency Qaw e'nforc|gy 
ment agency, local). Also include in summary counts of correctional agenci^ 
if it operates a jail. j 

mtnotMHon Although a given sheriffs department may devote less than hair 
of its budget to law enforcement activities, all sherifTs departments that 
perform any criminal law enforcement activities should be Runted as law. 
enforcemei^t agencies in order to account for the location of pj)lice authority 
at the county or equivalent level. A parish, for example, ii equi\$dent in 
^ level to a county • Sotie sherifTs departments have contractual arrange- 
ments with citiM or district^such that they perfi»nn law enforcement duties ' 
within incorporated areas, municipalities, or ^fecial districts. Such city and 
district contractual'' service units should not be counted as separate la^ 
enforcement agencies. • See law enforcement agency, local. 

SpejKfy^tfM n The right of the deXendaht to have a prompt trial. 

mnotBtlon Although the Federal Constitution* and the constitutions of 
almost all the states provide that the accused shall enjoy the right to *a 
speedy trial) the precise requirements are not clear. Most states and thfe 
federal government (Sjpeedy Trial Act of 1974) have enacted statutes setting 
forth the time within which the defendant must be tlT^^llowinf the date 
of his arrest, his detention, his first appeafStnce or the filing of marges in 
court. If the accused is not brought to trial within the specified period, the" 
case is dismissed. Jurisdictions differ, however, on whether this dismissal 
constitutes a bar to subsequent prosecution for the same offensie(s). f Most 
statutes also provide a n^ethod for computing^excludable delay ,V delay not 
counted for the purposes of determining speedy trial. Examples- of exclud- 
able delay are other proceedings concerning the defendant, such as hearing 
on mental competency to stand trial, i)ending trials on other charges, 
probation or parole revocation hearing<continuances granted at the request 
of the defendant, the abscc^ding of the defendant and procedure necessary^ 
to obtain the presence of a confmed prisonjcr: * , ^ f 

t ttat^hlghway patrol state l|iw enforcemeotuagency of which the 
pnpcipal functions consist of preventibn, detection^ andJiivestigation of 
n^or vehicle ofjenses, and the apprehension of traffic offenders. 

nconmmKM condiffons of imi Count separately from state police unlessr - 
part of the same administrative and operating unit. ^ 

Mnnotat/an In some stat^, state police functions include highway patrol; in 
others the state poji^^intflhe^sfiate highway^ pat™/are^parale organiza-. 
tional uniti with'^tttlcntifiably separate -functions/^ See law^ enfoi;cenient 
agency, state. a j ^ ' ^ 
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# state highway patrol officer n An employee of a state highway patrol who 7 

is an officer sworn to'\:arry ojit law enforcement duties, jyimarily traffic / 
' code enforcement. - 

i(hnoUition See law enforcement pfHcer, state, 

# State police n a state law enforcement agency whose principdyfunctions mayy ^ 

include maintaining statewide police communications, aiding local police iiK. ' 
criminal investigatio?(, police training, guardingj^tat? property, and highway 
patrol. / y \ 

mnotaUon In some states the duties of ' traffic cocb enforcement are 
' performed by the state police, in others there % a separate state UghWfjC'- 
DCtroK State police, also perform local law enfqrcci6ent functions, iif some 
^stances, iit unincorporated areas or in support of loCal police. • Sec law 
Aiforcement agency, state. > 

# State police officer n An efnployee of a state poHcisagency who is an officer 

sworn to carry out law enforcement duties, sometimes including traffic 
enforcement duties. *^ , ' 

* rwcommmded conditions of use Uo not use to describe employees of 
* separate state highway patrol agencies. 

snnotatfon Include personnel wl\o guiSJttate property, if sworn officers. 
See. law enforcement officer, state, r ^ r 

■ ' r. 

^ StatuS'/bffender n a juvenile who has been adjudicated by a judicial officer 
of k juvenile court,-' as haj^ing committed a status offense, which is an act or 

\ conduct which is an/^ffease only when committed or^ngaged-in by a 
juvenile. / . 

defining features 

• juvenile 

• subject of completed juvenile court adjudication ^ 

• found to have committed* an act or engagW in condufct which is an 
offense only for a^l^venile ' . ' . 

recomnvended tonditioq^s of use Do not combine counts of status offenders* 
and delinquents in interstate or national iaformation exchange: 

/ennotstion The other p<issitrfe ac^3ications Guvenile) are delinquent and 
dependent. • See status^ense foiV'discussion of the relationship between 
' delinquent act and status offense and thcLiifeed for separate categories. • In 
some jurisdictions a status offender Who commits repeated statuseoffenses 
c£|§.be adjudicated a delinquent. ThcsCv^hould not be coiinted as delin- ^ 
quSls. • Typical subclasses of status offenders are runaways and truants. 
* . ' • Ju<^eniles alleged, but not adjudicated, to hav(^ committed status offenses 
^ . . should be described as alleged status o/fenders. | ^ ^ 

, Status offense n An act or c9nduc1f;which/is declared by statute to be an ^ 
J offensev but only when committed or engag^ in by a^ juvenile, and which ^ 
can be adjudicated only by a juvenile court. 

recommended conditions of use Do not combine counts of delin4uent acts ^ 

and status oiffenses in intefsjgte or national information exchange. 

do } f ^ 
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annotation Despite the variation in statutory classification, basic dourt' 
record information usually permits the differentiJlfon of status offenses from 
delinquent acts for the p^rpos^ of statistical reporting. Since the range of 
behavior covered by both categories may extend from murder to truancy, 
statistical ^JFcpQ^ing should maintain separate categories. • In tlie oldest 
juvenile codes, no distinction was made between delinquent acts and status 
offenses, or, respectively, criminaK^ehavior and non-criminal behavior. The 
recent^icghktiv^ trend has be^ to separate delinquents from status offend- 

• ers. • Typical status offens^ are violation of curfew, running away from 
home, truancy, possession of an alcoholic beverage, incorrigibility, haying 
- delinquent tendencies, leading an imifnoral life, and being in need of 

' supervision." The" status offender and sometimes the delinquent is called a 
CHINS, PINS, NflNS, orJiNS (child, person^^minor or juvenile in need of 
supervision) in ^me jurisdictions. • The National Center for Juvenile 
Justice study. Juvenile Court Organization and Status' Offenses: A Statutory 
Profile, describes the >^arious state codifications of juvenile offenses. 
• "Status offense" is most frequently applied to juveniles, but the term is 
( , occasiofMilly used when referring to adults >^ho are charged with the status 
offense of beiftg vagrant ^brfy^ddict. 




# SUbjudlClai officer « a judicial bfficer who is invested Nvith certain judicial 
powers and functions, bu|jwhpse iecisionsjn criipinal and juvenile cases are 
subject to de novo review by a judge. 

^ defining features 

• judicial officer * * 

• decisions in criminal and juvenile cases^subject to d'e nawo review^ 

• detisions in criminal ancf juvenile cases sometimes Subject to review at the 
same court level 

• authority granted^by statute, constitution, or by judge or govemm^tal 
agency - 

annotation Subjudicial officer and judge We the two types ^of judicial officer 
in this terminology. "Subjudicial officer" includes all presiding. officws of 
courts of limite^d jurisdiction, whoiie decisions are subject ^o de nbvo review 
and probation officers who exercise judicial powers. • For purposes of 
interstate or national information exchange, a judge is one wt^flttrtecisibns 
are not subject to de novo review. Some jurisdictions use the term "judge" 
^for the prSkfing'^icer of a court of limited jurisdictioi^whose decisions are 
subject to de novci r^iew. if his decisions are subject such review, the 
official is not a juifl^^n this terminology, but rather a subjudicial officer, 
"even thougl; he may be called a "judge" in a given jurisdiction. • Subjudi- 
cial officer includes those auxiliary judicial personnel appointed by andv 
attached to a particular, courU whose decisions are sul)ject to de novo 
reyiew by the judg? for whom- the subjudicial officer is acting as a 
surrogate. S|^ subjudicial officers are most commonly employed in courts 
of general juBdiction with heavy workloads. They are less frequently used 
in courts of limijted to appellate jurisdiction. In general these personnel 
specialize ift a particiAir type of proceeding but a 8ingl€,..£0urt may have 
more th^n one type oVlsubjuSici^l officer, each with a different^specialty. 

• "Justic^f the peace," "magistrates," "commissioners," "masters," '^ref- 
erees," "hearin^offic^q^," and "parajudicial^rsor>nel" are typical names of 
subjudicigd officers, although in some jurisdictions some of these names may 
occasionally be u^d for judges. ''>^ , 
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# subpoena n X written order issued by a judicial ofTicer requiring a specified 

person to appear in a designated court at a specified time in Order to serve as 
•a witness in a case under the jurisdietion of that court, or to bring material to 
that fourt. 

defining HaturmB 

• order issued by judicial officer 

• requiring appearance of witness in court,* or 

• requiring' a person to bring certain material to court _ 

• specific court and time designated • 

^ iwconwwnd0d cpn(fltk}M'Of a$0 For purposes of information exchange, 
include onfy subpoena3 issued by Judicial officer^ exclude those issued by 
. defense attonneys or prosecuton, 

mnotalfon See citation (appear); summons; and warrant, bench for other 
orders requiring court appearance. • A subpoena to serve as a witness is 
called a subpoena testificatum. A subpoena to bring material is called a 
subpoena duces tecum. 

# SUmrnonS n a written order issued by a judicial officer requiring a person 

accused of a criminal offense tb appear in a desi^ated court at a Specified ' 

time to answer the charge(s). . J 

' ' .. ■ ' ■ . ■ . » * 

d0flnlng features , 

• allegeckoQrnmission of a criminal offense ^ 

• order issued by judicial officer " 

not necessarily subsequent to an arrest ^ 

• requiring first appearance in designated court at specified time 

• in ordier to answer criminal charge(s) 

ncomnwnded conditions of U90 For national statistical purposes, do not 
count court summonses issued to jurors. Notices to appear issued by law 
enforcement officers, sometimes called "summonses," are not included in this 
category. 

* . * 

annotation A document issued by a law enforcement officer reqtiiring a 
court appearance is, in this terminology, classified as a citation (appear), 

• See subpoena and warrant, bench for other orders requiring court appear- 
ance. 

suspect n A p>erson, adult or juvenile, considered by a criminal justice agency to 
be one who may have committed a specific criminal offense, but who has 
not been arrested or charged. 

( recommandid conditions of usa Do not use as synonyms defendant or 
alleged offender (offender, alleged), which are units of count describing 
persons who are or have been the subject of criminal prcfceedings. 

SUSpiCidn n Belief that a person has committed a criminal offense, based on facts 
and circumstances that are not sufRcient to constitute probable cause. 

« racommandad conditions of usa Do no.t use probable cause as a synonym. 

annotation In the UCR arrest classification, suspicion, which is listed as a 
Part II offense, is a reason for arrest that can be treated as if it were a 
- charge. UCR Handbook states, "While 'suspicion' is not an offense, it is the 
ground for many arrests in those jurisdictions where the law permits. After 
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examination :by the police, the prisoner is either formally charged Or : ^ ' ' 
release!!: Those formally charged are entered in ojne of the Part I 'or II 
ofTense classes. This class is limited toi^iispicion' arrests where persons " , 
MTcstcd are released by this police." tV 

thaft n Larceny, or in some legal classifications, thtgroup of (Offenses including 

larceny, and robbery, burglary, extortion, fraudulent offend, hijacking, and v 
Othet offenses sharing the element, of larceny.. ' . . ; ^ ^ 

rweomnHHHM conditions of uso Use larc^ in interstate or national infor- 
mation exchange when the specific offense is meant, -v 

rnmoiatioh In the National Crime Panel reports, ''personal crimes of it^j is 
a subcategory of crimes against persons and is a synonym for pei^iU 
. larceny. . ' • , . )^ ,. 

time Strved n The total time spent in confinement by a convicted adult before . ,f -t" 

and after sentencing, or only the time ^pent in confmement after a sentence, 
. of commitment to a confinement facility. . ' ' 

rocommondod conditions of use Indicate \yhelher total tiitve served or post- 
/ commitment time served. ^ > • * ) ' ^ 

annotation Time served does not include time spent on jNunle or proliati^y 
or in a commimity fiicility or correctional day program. ' 

training school n a correctional irfstitiition for %iyemles adjudicated to be 
delinquents or s^tus offenders and conmiitted to confinement by a judicial 
officer, * * ' ^ : ' / . ^ 

rscontmsiidsd conditShs of use GpvernjienfjEftcilities fitting th&;dcscnp- 
tion should" be'-classified as juyenlte cprreotKHial Institutions (conrectioiial 
' Institution* juyenile). V \_ " . ^ ' * 

annotation The 1975 public and private facility ' questibnnaire^ for the 
LEAA ser^, "Children in Custody," defifie "trainihg schbol" as a facility 
that "serves delinquent juv^iles coiimiitted directly to it Bj^ajuvenife court 
or placed in it by an agency having; such authority,?' which i:orrespohds" 
with general usage. • See correctional f^dlit)^ foi; a list of recommended 
standard facility descriptors.^ V ; S . / * , . 

# transfer hearing n a preadjudicatory hearing in juvenile, court' fof the 

purpose of determining whether juvenile coi^. jurisdictidp^shpuld be 
retained or waived over a juvenile alleged fo'^ia^>^ committed a^dcJinquSpt;' 
act(sj, and whether he should be^ transferred to criminal court foV prosecu- 
tion as an adult. \ ' 

racoinmsndsd conditions of uss Do not include in counts of adjudid^pry 
hearings. * / ^ 

annotation A transfer hearing determines whether a jut^enile^is amenably to 
rehabilitation or treatment within the juvenile justice System. K the JuYe^j|^ 
court certifies that neither the facilities nor the programs wre apptopriate for 
that juvenile, then he is transferred to criminal court for further pioijecution 
as an adult. See transfer to adult court: After such a transfer, th^ imsecutbr 
decides whether prosecution will take place. • In some juriklii^ons a 
transfer hearing is called a "certification hearing," "waiver he 
"fitness hearing." 
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#itrarisf9r to adult C6urt n The decision by a juvenile poiirt, r^ulting from a 
transfer hearing, that^jurisdiction oyer an alleged delinquentwill be waived 
and that he should be prosecuted as im adult in a cri|ninajr court. ' 

r^commmHhd condltlqnB of a«a In criminal coui;lf admdicatbn statistics, 
^ indicate. which cases originated in Jutenile coU^ but were subsequently 
transferred to criminal court for prosecution. 

mnnotatlon Juvenile c<^urts usually w^ivp jurisdiction over alleged delin- 
quents only when a senous felony has been alleged/ and when the juvenile is 
/ near the statutory age limit between Jutenile adult • At a truufer 
/ hearing, probable cause to believe that the^rjovmile committed the offense 
jr must be shown; After a transfer to aduit cOurt, the t^rosecutor decides' 
' wjhether prosecution will take place and ^at offense >yill be charged. 

• This actjon is sometimes called '*waiverl' 

i • ■ • * - ^ 

# tril^ n The examination of issues of fact and law in a case or controversy, 
beginning when .the j\iry has been seledced in a jury trial, 'or when the first 
witness es swomr or the first evidence is introduced in a coi^ trial, and- 
coricludin8[ when a verdict 1s reacheja or the case is dismissed. 

d0ffning f0Mtur99 

examination of issues of feet apfl law 

• begins when is empaneled, firjt 
* '-y introduced * •/ 

" ' • concliules with verdict or ;>Qisfnissal 

recomnwnded condltk>niyof us0 \nd\cdXt whether the unit of count is 
" * initiated trials or domple^ trials. In computing court workloads inclu<le de 
- noYO^ proceedings in counts of trials. ' 

mnpUitfoh Some states count as trials only those which end in a Terdict; 
" ■ ^ other states count a/case as disposed ofby trial when thert has been progress 
to a certain point/iuch as the empaneling of the jury or the swearing.of the 
. first witness. * ' , 

1' trial, jsourt syn trtql Judge n A trial in Nviiich there is no jury, an<l in which a 
! * ' ju(Jicial of^cer determines the issues of fact and law in a case. 

> * trial, jury'n a trial in which a jury determines the issues Of feet in a case. . 

V i annojtMon In general, only the defense ,ha^ a right to demand a jury trial. 
, ^HoweVer, in the federal courts the prosecution mAy also demand a jury 



witness sworn, or first evidence 



trial. 



# triiant « A^uveiiile who has been adjudicated t|y a judicial officer of a juvenile 
// court, as having eqpamittecf the statfe offense of violating a compulsory 

: v " school aftenrfance 1^. - J- - ' 

• - ■ w /: ; .#> 

' annotation Truants, if adjudicated, are a subc}ass of ^ status offender 

•, Cow'pulsqn?- ifiStf Specify the number of days of 

• absence wljich constitute a violation or proVide a morfc general definition of 
. truancy, such as habitual absence. The ccidification qf this offense varies 

. /greatly among dif^iacent states. 

UCR n An abbreviation for the Federal Bureau of Inve^igatibn's uniform crime 
' rct)orting program. ^ 
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Mfio^ published summary crime statistics represent all Part I 

offena^ reported to police minus those found by police investigation to be 
fal^ or baseless. The annual. reports are entitled '*Crime in the United. 
Strf^." • Many of the definitions in this dictionary are based on the 
defmitions used in these reports as stated in the Uniform Crime Reporting 
Handbook, 1974, This system represents the only long-established precedent ' 
for national crime data system definitions. The use of these definitions is^ 
intwidsLla be mandatory for participants ^ UQR. • This dictionary's 
ISeTimtions of Part I offenses have been made identical with, or translatable ; 
. into/ the UCR vocabulary, where poss^ . 
most '^widcly known national reconciliations of diverse statutory defmitions 
ofmajor crimes, and because they distinguish the recordable from the lekal. 

• The UCR system is designed to record offei^ reported to the police Snd 
the results of police investigations, ipibt the lat^r findings of a court, coroner, 
jury or the decision of a prosecutor. HoWe vei;, the fact that the terminology 

■■ - - lo a great extent reconciles diverse statutes fables its use in data systems 

which relate reported crime data to prosecutbrial and court (bta. < ' } 

UCR Offense Clasaiflcatioos UCR divides offenses into two major catcgo- 
. rics: Part I oflenses and Part II oflfeittes. • I^rt I offenses areShose crimes 
which are the mOst likely to be reported, which occur with sufficient 
frequency to provide an adeq\iate basis for comparison, and which are 
serious crimes by nature afid/o^ volume. 
The Part i offenses are: ■ ' ' ■ . -.^ 

1. Criminal homicide ' ■ 
V a- Murder and nonnegligent [voluntary] manslaughter ^ 
b. Manslaughter by,nc.gl^eocc [involuntary manslaughter] 

Ik Forcible rape ? ^ 
I a./ Rape by force 'V ^ 

. bi Attempted forcible rape ' , ^ 

3. Robbery . ,i | 

a. Firearm , . . ^ J 

b. Knife or cutting insitrumenf 
y c. Other dangerous wea{>on 

d. Stron^arm . 

• ■ ". . 

4. Aggravated assault 

a. Firearm 

b. .Knife or cutting instrunient * ' 

c. Other dangerous weapon * ^ ♦ / 

d. Hands, fist, feet, etc.— aggravated injury 

5. Burglary - 

• • a. Forcible entry * J* 

b. Unlawful entry— no forbe . * : " 

c. Attempted forcible entry V 

Larceny-tlieh [larceny]. 

Motor vehicle theft ' 

a. Autos . ■ ' 

b. ^Trucks and buses 
, c. Otlier vehicles , " 
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In multiple offense siUAtions, only the offense which occurs first on the list 
is reported. • A subset of the Part I offenses tbBi excludes negUgent 
manslaughter forms tihe basis of the Crime Index; These offenses arc called 
Crime Index offenses or index crimes. • Part I offenses iux divided into tvfo 
subclasses; crimes aipdost persona, and Crimea against property, which 
includes roW)cry. Crime Index offenses include all Part I offenses except 
negligent manslaughter, which does npt have the feature of specific criminal 
intent. Crime Index offenses are divided into Crimea of riolence, including 
robbery, and crimes against property. Thus, these two pairs of subclasses arc . 
not equivalent The following toble displays the differences: 

Pnrt I offtese tubcUsses Crime Ind^ offense subciMcs , 

crimctt£iunft>pcwc>n8o ' ' c^rimei of violent 

murd^ * murder 

negligent pnvolunUry] mmnslaughtcr forcible rtpe 

robbery 



forcible rape 



aggravated assault aggravated assault 

crimes against property crimes against property 

robbery i ^"^^.^n i 

. burglary' larceny-theft [larceny] 

larceny-theft [Urcenyl taxAor vehicle theft 

motor vehicle theft 

» ■ ' #» . * ' 

• See National Crime Panel reports for a different offense classification 
system and a partly different nomenclature. • Part II offenses are those that 
do not meet the Part I criteria of seriousness and/or frequency. 
The Part II offenses are: , 

bther assaults (simple* nonaggravated) 
arson* 

forgery* and counterfeiting* ' . 

frau^* 

embezzlement* 

stolen property; buying, receiving, possessing 
vandalism 

>veapons; carrying, possessing* etc. . 
prostitution and commercialized vice 

sex offenses (except forcible rape, prostitution, and commercialized 

vice) . o ^ 

narcotic drug laws • 
gambling - 
offenses against the family and children' 
driving under the influence* 
' liquor laws 

drunkenness ' . * • 
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diaordjcrly conduct . ' 

'vagrancy ' , 
all other offenses (excepting traffic law violations) n 
suspicion* * • , \ 

y curfew and loitering laws Ouvenile violations) 
'^nmaway^ (j^'^cniles) • ' ' 

Terms marked with an astefisk (*) are defined in this edition, though not 
necessarily in accord with UCB> usage. 

UCR Sco^ System When a Part I offense comes to the attention of the 
police, it is counted in the class of ''offenses reported Or known to police," 
.usually abbreviated "offenses reported." Those reported offenses which are 
determined to be false or baseless are counted as "unfounded "complaints." 
The number of unfounded complaints is subtracted from the number of 
offenses reported, to yield the number;, of '^actual offenses" or "actual 
offenses known" or "offenses known to i|x)lice" or "offenses known." It is 
thciSe VaQtyal offenses khown" which form the basis of the national reports 
issued annually by the FBI. • If the police succeed in establishing* the 
identity of the offerider, charging him, and turning him over for pn^ecutidh, 
the offense is then said to be "cleared by arrest." If the. police suc^ceed in 
establishing the identity of the offender and his whereabouts, bu| ajrrest and 
prosecution are not possible b^ause of some reason outside of policcjl 
control, *then the offense is said to be "cleared by exceptional means.'f 
Clearances by arrest and clearances by exceptional means ar6 not separated 
in the reports. They are included in a single count: "offenses cleared by 
arrest or exceptional means." "This category represents all clear^ces, 
whether\ the alleged offender , is an adult or a juvenile. When the alleged 
offendier IS under 18 years 'oR age, a clearance is also counted separately tn 
the category "clearances inyojving perscjns under 18 . years of age." • In the 
FBI annual reports, "Crime in the United States," the category "cleaned by\ 
arrest or exceptional means" is often ireferred to simply as "cleared by 
arrest." Tabulations of clearances involving juveniles, defmed in UCJfl as 
anyone under 18, are often entitled "cleared by arrest of juvenile." • In 
addition to counts ^ offenses and cle^u-ances, the UCR alsb collects, Tor 
each Pkrt I offense, data on individuals arrested and on' those turned over 
for prosecution. For Fart II offens^, data are not collected on offenses and ^ 
clearances, but only on arrests and prosecutions; that is. Part II data are 
based on offenders rather than offenses. 
; . ■ ' ■ i . 

V9nU6 n The geographical area from which the jury is drawn and in which trial 
is held in a criminal action. 

mnotatfon Venueas usually the county in which the cringe is idleged to have 
been committed. ^ ' , 

# Verdict n In criminal proceedings, the decision made by a jury in a jury trial, 
or Ay a judicial officer in a court trial, that a djefendant is either guilty or not 
giiilty of the offense(s) for which he has been tried. 

, fi0flning f^tumr . ' ; ' ^ 

• atlecision by a jury in a jury trial, oi: 

• by a judicial officer in a court triaJ v . . 

• that defendant is« guilty, or ^ 

• that defendant is not guilty ^ 
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neommmnM eond/Uom of Me Do n6i use as a synonym for Judsoieqt 

Si)ccifV "jury verdict" or "jud^^ ^ * ^ ^ 

MftnotBtlon Ip^entering a Judgment a Judtdal offlper has the power to reject 
jury Terdlct of guilty, but mmt accept a jury Verdict of not guU^ (Terdict, 
guilty; Terdlctt not gullty).irhus a verdict of not guilty results in a judgment 
of acqulttnl, but a verdict of guilty dCles not nec<^sarily result in a judgment 
of conTlction. 

# veirdiCtt guilty n in criminal proceedings, the decision made by a jur^ in a 

jury trial, or by a judicial officer in a court trial, that the defendant is guilty 
of theioffense(s) for 'which he has been ^ed. ^ 

defining fekwrm ' / * ^ 

• a decision by a ju^ Ih a /ury trial, or . . • 

• ^)y a judicial oflRcer in a court trial ^ 

# >H«that defendant is guilty^ I 

recMfmended condltkm of om Do not use as a synonym for conTtctfob in 

stwstical reporting. ^ 

mnotailon In entering a Judgment, a Jndieial officer has the power to reject a 
jury verdict of Kuilty. Thus a guilty verdict does not necessarily rjMult in a 
judgment of cimviction. 

# VOrdlCt^lOt gujlty n in criminal proceectings, the decision made by^a jury in 

a jury trial or by a judicial officer in a court trial, that the defendant is not 
guilty of the ofrense(s) for which he has been tri^d. 

defining feeturee , ' • ' 

• decision by a jury in a jury trial, or 1*^ ' 

• by a judicial officer in a court trial • ' 

• that defendant is not guilty ' * 

f» • ' 

recommended coadttlons of use Do not use as a synonym for aequittal in 

_ statistical reporting. ^ * ' ' 

enhotedon In entering a Judgment, a Judicial officer must accept a jury 
verdict of not guilty. Thus a not guilty verdict always results in a judgment 
of acquittal. See yerdictf guilty. * • 

Hi victim n A person who has sufTered death, physical or mental sufTenng, or loss 
of^ property, as the result of an actual or attempted ^criminal ' ofTense 
committed by another person, v * ^ 



waitant, arrest n a document issued by a judicial officer which directs a law 
^ enforcement of%:er to arrest a person who has been accused of an ofTense. 



defining features^ ^ n 

• document issued by a judicial officer 

• directing ttte arrest by law enforcement officer of a person accused of an 
ofTense ^ 

ennotaddh In order for a Judicial officer to issue a warrant, he must ^ve had 
presented to him either a sworn complaint or evidence of probable duise. 

• An arrest warrant may or may not speciQcally identify the person to.be 
arrested, A wa^ant which does nbtldentify a specific person is sometimes 
odledi A "John E>oe" warrant. * . 
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# Wah'antyc bench « a document issued by' a judicial officer directing that a 

person who has failed to obey an order or notiie to appear/be brought 
before the court. • , , ' * , * 

^thflnlng f0mturms : 

document issued by a judicial officer 

• airecting that a defendant or witness be bro\ight before the court 

• defendant or witness failed to obey previous order or notice to appear 

r0cainm0nded conditions, of use For purposes of interstate or national 
information exchange do not include bench warrants issued where 'there has 
b^n no failure to obey, such as an order transferring the accused from jail 
to court for trial. * • 

annotation The purpose of a bench wairant is to bring a person before the 
court wKo has, in disobedience to the coUrt, failed to appear. • SuminoiiSes, 
^ subpoenas and citations (appear) may result - in the issuance of a Jbench 
warrant if disobeyed. * ' 

# warrant, search n a document issued by a judicial officer which directs a 

law enforcement officer to conduct a search foj specified property or 
persons at a sp^ific location, to seize the property or persons, if found, and 
to account for the results of the search to the issuing judicial officer. 

defining features ^ * ' . > 

• document issued by a judicial officer ' 

• directing the search for and seizure of specified property or persons 
^ • property ot persons to be accotinted for to'i^uing officer 

annotation The probable cause for issuing the warrant must be specified in 
the search warrant. ^ 
\ . * 

witness n A person who directly perceives an event or thing, or who has expert 
knowledge relevanVto a- case. 

annotation In the investigation of crimes, persons with indirect knowledge 
. of the circumstances of a cas<?. may "be listed as witnesses! * • 

4 youthful offender /I a personr^judicated in criminal court, who may be 
above the statutory age limit for juveniles i>ui is below ^ specified upper age 
limit, for whom special correctional commitments and special record sealing 
procedures are made. available by statute^ 

defining features ^ ' • * 

• person adjudicated in criminal court 

• judicial proceedings began in criminal or juvenile court * 

• defined a youthful offender itj accord with a statute stilting age limits, and 

• providing special correctional commitments and/or record sealing proce- 
dures t 

recommendbd conditions of use In interstate and national information 
.exchange, statistics concerning youthful offenders should indicate the statu- 
tory age limits and^uthorized correctional commitments. 

annotation Thetspecial correctional commitment may be to a juvenile 
. facility, to a special section of an adult facility, or to a separate facility for 
tl^e confinement of persons between the age limits specified in the' particular 
i^tatute. Such provisions exist in federal law and in the laws 6f several 
states.* Many jurisdictions permit arrest and court information concerning 
y6ung adults to be sealed according to fhe record sealing procedures that 
apply to juveniles. ^ ^ 104 . 



EXPLANATORY NOTES: CLA^IRED LISTS OF TERMS 

.. . .;.,« . — ' 

? niie •classified lists pr^|ent the statistical teons in the dictionary,, describyig 
processes^ entities, and crimes in arrangements detennined by/various classifica- 

^^.tory*" factors. Although some of the quantitative set/t(ubset^ relationships are 
precise and mandatory, the general order, of the lists is more loosely structured. 
. These lu^ are not intended to 'be a complete outline of a national data 

(repprtmg system nol' a strict imd immutable system of classification. The terminol- 
ogy proposed in this edition of the dictionary describes only part of 'a system. 

further, certain problems in logical relationships between proc^ses and out- . 
comes have not yet bee^ resolved. Dismbsals> for example, can occuf at almost 
any point in criminal proceedings; convictions and acquittals can. occur only 
when proceedii(gs are complete. Preferred ways of relating or aggregating data, 
in any event, depeni[l upon the purposes df a particular data presentation. 
• A chief purpose of the cla^fied lists is to avoid the necessity of repeatedly 
describing the same class-^subclass relationships in the^mdividual entries. By 
consulting' these classified lists of ^tistical terms, the reader can sqe at a glance 
jthe place of any one term within thip structure of the ^justice system and the 

^terminology. ] 
^ The lists of processes and entities are arranged generally in order of process 
sequence and in groups of siioi^ur entities. There are, df murse, many ways in 
which processes and entitics^bjild be classified or ordered. The choices here are 
ihtended to represent ^4ft$f3ering most generally .relevant to an overview of the 
system. The lists of ofrense clashes are arranged according to establislml prece-. 
>dents. ^ . (i 

Set-subset Telationsmps for the term;' on these lists are indicated by mdentation 
of the subset terms under the* major set term. T)^^ sets demonstrate true 
.sunmiation relationships: the subordinates can be added' up to give the total 
instances of the superordinate. , 

for exaniple, the number of judgments always equals the number of convic- 
tions plus the number of acquittals. In the case of entities, some indented subsets 
of agencies or persons are unlikely to be added together in actual tabulations, but 
the members of the subset fall within the definition of the major set for 
classificatory purposes. 

• In cases \yhere terminology has not been developed^ for all possible subsetSr^a 
line of five dashes stands for the missing possibilities. The total number of status 
..bfTehders, fbr example, is more than the number of truants plus runaways. 

Thepnxress lists present the procea§&nd process outcome terms roughly in the 
order in which^^-case or accused persbn progresses through the justice system 
from arrest to exit. But the listed terms establish only some of the languagi 
needed for ^fcsigning a genentlized flowchart. That is, only part of the necessary 
terminology for such a flowchart is provided in this edition. Also, the process' 
steps cannot .always be listed in an actual order; some process steps are simulta- 
neous or have optional sequences. The process lists present terms describing 
i tnaji^r process points in fairly correct relation to each other, so as to illustrate and 
em]i>hasize the importance of sequence. 

. ■/ 
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Certain problems oUtpBomology and data presenution that arise from the 
linear sequence aspect of criminal and cotrectional proceedings are also delineat- 
ed by the jSrocess list. This linear aspect accounts for some terminological and 
cUtaificatory decision^. , 

For example, ••pretrial relom'' is Nearly a jnajor bategory under which 
y^different Jypcs of releases before adjudication can be subsumed, but the subordina- 
tiori of ••suspended sentence'^ under ••sentence", is less obvious. In ^ne sense a 
sinpended^sentence is^obviously not a type of penalty, unlOce tHd other items 
within the/sentence category. But it is necessary to include suspiensions of 
penalties >yith penalties because they have in common the feature of being 
outcome^ 6f the same process: ' * 

••Court disposition" is an example of a process outcome category of whiEh the 
subordidate terms in actual data^ display^ may be unit^ of count that can appoir in 
' differeitf hierarchies. This situation is indicated on the process Ust by Usting th& 
. repeated units of count under court disposition, but between dotted lines. 
. The entky lists are divided into government igencies^ efovemment personnel, 
and other persons. Within these l>road groupihgs the terms are listed roughly in 
the order in which agencies and individuals become involved in the justice- 
-process. ^ . s ' . 

T^e classified lists of offenses present those alternative ^as^catipns tHat'^rfe 
actually in use by the FBI's Uniform Crime Reports and LEAA> National Crime 
Panel victimization surveys. These established set and isubset relationshifte illus- 
- trate the variety of factors upon which classification systems can be based. 
/ The major FBI classification is a two-way breakdown into Part I and Part II 
ofTenses. These two major sets are differentiated by gravity, a factor intrinsic to " 
crimes, and/or by frequency, a factor extrinsic to crimes. Part I ojffenses can be* 
further divided into ••crimes against persons" and ••crimes against property." 
These two subsets are differentiated by the nature of the target. 
^ Index crimes, whith include all Part I offenses'exdept ne{^gent manslaif^ter, 
are more often used as theimajor set Index crimes are classified two ways, iiiv6 
, ••crimes of violence" and ••crimes against, property." These two subsets are 
differentiated by the nature of the act, which in the latter subset i^ implied by the 
nature of the target. f i 

The National .Crime Panel system classifies mainly by the^ same fundamental 
factors, but also differentiates targets in mor<f detail, dividing them three ways, 
intp persons, households, and bu^esses. ' > 

The UCR and NCP offense classifications all represent complete summation 
relationships: all the subordinates can be added up to give the total instances of 
the superordinates. 

•The list of UCR Part II offenses consistSsOf a coi;nbination of single offenses 
and pregrpuped categories. lOiere is no sfligle basis for any uniform mtidnal 
chusification system for these less serious and/or 1^ freqifent crimes. Som^ could 
be classified according to' the same factors used for classifying Part I offens(» or ' 
Index crimes, but others cannot. ^, . ; 
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CLASSIFIED LISTS 

PROCESSES: STATISTIC/ 1. ENTRY TERMS 



ciution (appemrr 

warn^nt, arrest 
warruii(, search 



subpoeqa ^' 
wairrant; bench . 

booking 
diversion: 
' ijelea^ pretrial ' 

. release on .own recognizance 
release to third party 
release t>n bail 

release from detention , ' 

complaint reqtiested (ik}lice) 

complaint deniftd ~ 
complaint granted 

filing - ' 

charging documcim 
complaint « . 
information 
indictipent 

appearance, first 

hearings protwble cause 

plea 
plea, not guilty 
plea, guilty 

plea, initial 
, plea, final 

trial 
trial, court 
trial, jury 

verdict . ' • 

^ verdict, not guilty 
verdict, guilty 

adjudication (criminal) 
dismissal 
judgment 

acquitt^ 

conviction 

presentence report 



sentence 

sentence— suspended execution 
sentence— suspended imposition 



F nspn (sentence) ^ 
* — jiil (sentence) 

probation (sentence) 
fine 



commitment 
d isposition, court 



acquittal 
pirison (sentence) 
jail (sentence) 
fine 

prob^ti^ (sentence) ^ 



^$at (court) 
<^load {court) 
caseload, pending 

Release from prison 

parole violation 
probation violation 

revocation hearing 
revocation 

time served 

Juvenile only: * 

^. 

referral to intake 
petition (juvenile) 

detention hearing 

adjudicatory hearing 
adjudication (juvenile) 

delinquent* 

status ofTender* 
truant* 

runaway* ^ 

dependent* 

petition not sustained 

transfer hearingf 
'transfer tQ adult court 

predisposition report 

disposition hearing 

disposition, juvenile court 
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ENnriES: 



OOVERNMENT UNITS 

criminal justice agency 

law enforcement agency 
law enforcement agency, federal 
law cnfotQement agency, state 

state poli^ ) 

state highway patrol 

law enforcement agency, local 
sheHfTs department 
police department 

prosecutorial agency 

public defender's office , 

court (criminal only), / 
court pf limited jurisdiction 
court of general jurisdiction 
court of appellate jurisdiction 

correctional agency 
parole agency 



parblei authority 
ba^onagency 



prol 



jury» grand ^ 

jury, trial ^ 

intake unit ' 

juvenile court 

correctional facility 
correctional institution, adult 
correctional institution, juvenile 

diagnosis or classification center 

detention facility, adult 
detention facility, juvenile 

community facility, adult or juvenile 

correctional day program 



ICAL ENTRY TERMS 

^NMBNT PERSONNEL 

law enforcement officer 
law enforceme^t^QfRcer, federal 
law enforcement omc^r, state 
state police officer 
state highway patrol ofTic 

la^vr enforcement officer, local . 
sheriff . 

sheriff; o eputy 

chief of police — - 
police officer 



attorney , 

prosecutor 

defense attdrney^ 
^ public *d^fender 
^ ^assigned counsel , 
retaLied counsel 



pro se 

judicial officer 
ju'Stee , 

sul^udicial ofRcer 
probation officer 

OTHER PERk)NS 
f 

adult 

juvenile ^ 
youthful offender 

off^der, alleged 
defendant ~ 
' offender 

victim 

probationer 
prisoner . ' 
inmate 
parolee 
ex-offender 

delinquent 
status offender 

truant 

runaway 



dependent 
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STA^SnCAL ENTft Y TERMS 



ADULT OFFENSES': 

CLAiSSIFICATION BY PENALTY RANGE 



crime 
^ felony ' 



infractidn 



JUVENILE OFFENSES: . 

delinquent 191 
itatut ofTense 



OQl^SES: ALTERNATIVE mASSIFICATlONS 

UNIFORM CRIME REPORTS: CENERAL CLASSOTCATIONS 

(From Uniform Crime Reporting Handbook, 



Put I 

1. Criminal homicide* 

a. Murder* and nonnegligcnt ^[voluntary] 

manslaughter* 

b. Manslaughter by negligence [involuntary 

manslaughter*] 

2. Forcible rape* 

a. Rape by force 

b. Attempted forcible rape 

3. Robbery* 

a. Firearm .0 

b. Knife or cutting instrument 

c. Other dangerous weapon 

d. Strongarm* 

4. Aggravated assault* 

a. firearm V 
b Knife or cutting instrument 

c. Other dangerous weapons 

d. Hands, fist, feet, etc.— aggravated injury 

5. Burglary* 

a. Forcible entry 

b. Unlawful entry— no force 

c. Attempted forcible entry 

6. LArceny**theft* [larceny] 

7. Motor vehicle theft* 

a. Autos 

b. Trucks and buses 

c. Other vehicles 



Part n Oftases 

other assaulu (simple,* nonaggravated) 

arson* * 

forgery* and counterfeiting* ; 

fraud*^ ^ 

embezzlement* 

stolen property; buying, recetvthg, possessing 
vandalism 

weapons; carrying, j>ossetting, etc. 

prostitution and cotnmercialized vice 

sex offenses (except forcible rape, (prostitution, 

and commercialized vice) 
narcotic drug laws 
gambling 

offenses against the family and chil(lren 

driving under the influence* 

liquor- laws 

drunkenn^ 

disorderly conduct* 

vagrancy 

all other offenses (excepting traflk law 

violations) 
suspicion* 

curfew and loitering laws (juvenile violations) 
runaway* 0>*veniles) 

•entry terms 
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UNIFORM CRIME REPORTS: SUBCLASSES 



Part I offme lubcUises 



Crime lodcx offenie subclaases 



crimet agiintt persona 
murder 

noanegligeiit [voluntary] niaiula\{^ter 
negligent [involunUiy] manslaughter 
forcible rape 
aggravated assault 

crimes against property 
robbery 
burglary 

larceny-theft (larceny] ^ 
motor vehicle theft 



crimes of violence 
murder 

* nonnegligent [voluntary] manslaughtei 
forcible rape 
robbery 

aggravated assault 

crimes against property 
burglary 

larceny-theft [larceny] 
motor vehicle tHeft 



NATIONAL CRIME PAN^. REPORTS 
(From National Crime Pane( rcporU 19^3 and 1974 national daU) 



robbery with 



criiBM agalflst j^enoM 

crimes of violence* 

rape (forcible rape)* 

completed rape 

attempted rape 
robbery* 

robbery and attempted 
injury 

serious assault _ 

minor assault 
robbery without injury 
attempted robbery without injury 
assault* 
aggravated assault* 

with injury 

attempted assault with weapon 
simple assault 
with ii^ury 

attempted assault without weapon 
crimes of theft (personal larceny) 

persoiMil larceny with contact 
purse snatching 
attempted purse snatching 
pocket picking 

perioral larceny without contact 



crlflMt againat houMbolds 

burglary^ * 
forcible entry 

unlawful entry (without force) 

attempted forcible entry 
household larceny 

completed 

attempted larceny 
motor ve^cle theft (occasionally called 

theft")* ' 

c^liBM agalaal bmlBeiaea^ 

burglary* ^ / 

completed burglary 

attempted burglary ' . 
robbery* 

complete^obbery 

attempUjorobbery 

*entry terms 
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COMPARISON OF UCR AND NCP OFFENSE SUBCLASSES 



\ crioies tfiiBft pmoBf 



a sobMt or UCR Pvr I 



offeoMfl 



murder 

) nonnegligent [voluntary] manslaughter 
negligent [involuntary] manslaughter 
forcible rape ^ / 

aggravated assault 

crioMi of Tioleocc 



NCP 

forcible rape 

robbery (against persons) 
aggravated assault 
simple assault 
. personal larceny 



aa a rabaet of UCR lodex crimes 

murder 

nonnegligent [voluntary] manslaughter 

forcible rape 

robbery 

aggravated assault 



as a sukact of NCP crimes agalaat penooa 

forcible rape 

robbery (against persojis) 
aggravated assault 
simple assault 



See individual entries for comment on other difTerences between UCI\ and NCP terminology and 
classification systems. 

OTHER OFFENSES 

Offenses defmed in this edition but not specifically named and clasaiAed in the UCR Part I and Part II 
ofTense lists, nor in the NCP report lists, are: v . 

assault on a law enforcement officer 
bombing incident 
check fraud 
credit card fraud 
escape * 

extqrtion ? 

. kidnapping ' " * 

manslaughter, vehiclular 
rape* statutory 

/ape without force or consent * 
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abscond 

see^ abscond (corrections) 
see abscond (court) 

i(c9wt) 
. abuse^child 

see phild. abuse 
, accepted complaTnt 

siee complaiht granted 
BccMsatidn * * 

see charge 
« acqidttal 
actuak offenses^ 

see DCR . - ; 
adUwUcated 
% a4M<catltfn (crImimU) 
« a^JndkatioB OnvepUe) 

# adjudicatory bearing 
admissidn 

see population movement 

# adult ' 
adult authority 

see parole authority 
adult correctional institution 

see correctional institution, a<iult 
iMlult court 
s see court 
adult detention facility 

see detention facility, adult 
aftercare 

see parole 
agency, correctional 

see correctional agency 
agency, criminal Justice 

see criminal Justice agency 
agency, Juvenile Justice 

see juvenile Justice agency 
agency, law enforcement 

see law enforcement agency 
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•gcncy, 

agency 

[on 

>n agency 

Utorial* , ' . . 
itprial agency 
fssault 

aggravated 
assault and battery 
ult; .liggnvated ^ 
assault with injury 
National Crime Panel reports 

Jbattery 
Assault, aggravated 

alias ^ 
, driving under the influence 
dHving under the 
Influence-^alcohol 
^holic program ^ 
criminal Justice agency 

bged offender 
see offender, alleged 
► luiown as^ 
see alias* ' 
)iphetamines 
se^ drug law violation 
14 
Js (!iourt 

e court of appellate jurisdiction 

, flirflt 
>pearance,1Viitial 

appearance, first 
[ppear citation 

« ciUtion (appear) 
hut 

[kppellate^ Jurisdiction court 

see court of appellate Jurisdiction 
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anned robbery 

lee robbery, armed 



arraignment, preliminary 
see appearance, first 
» arreat 

arrest record information 

see criminal history record 
information 
arrest, resisting 

see assault on a law enforcement 
officer 
arrest warrant m 

see warranr, arrest 
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aaaaolt, aggnvated 

assault and battery, aggravated 

see assault, aggravated 
assault atrocious 

see assault, aggravated 
assault, felonious 

see assault, aggravated . ^ 
assault, miiior 

. s^ National Crime Panel reports 
aataalt oa « law enfoffccmcnt officer 
assault, serious 

see National (Crime Panel reports ,. ' 
aaaattlt, sla^rfe 
assault upon a child 
see phlld abuse 
aaaanlt witk a deadly weapon 
assault with intent to kill 

see assault, aggravated . 
assault with9ut weapon, attempted 

see National Crime Panel reports . 
assault with the intent to conrniit murder or 
manslaughter 
see assault, aggravated 
assault with weapon, attempted 

see Hional Crime Panel ref^rts 
aadgiMd cooofal 
atrocious assault 

see assault, aggravated 
attempted assault without weapon 

see National Crime Panel reports 
attempted assault with weapon 

'see National Crime Panel reports 
attempted burglary 

see National Crime Panel reporu 
attempted forcible entry 

see burglsly^ 
attempted murder 

iee assault, aggravated 
attempted purse snatching 

see National Crime Panel reports 
attempted rape 

see' National Crime Panel reports' 
attempted robbery 

see* National Crime Panel reporU 
attempted robbery with ifOury 

see National Crime Panel reports 
attempted robbery without ii^jury 

National Crime Panel reporU 



$ attoTMy 

* attorney, defense 

see defense attorney 



attorney, district 

see prosecutor 
attorney, private- 
see retained counsel 
attorney, proteuting 

see prosecutor 
attorney, state's 

see ^prosecutor ' 
attorney, U S. 

*8ee prosecutor ;vv^' 
authority, adult ' ' ? 

see parole authority . ^ 
^ authority, briflge^ 

see law ehiorcement agency 
authority, |^le 

see pirble authority 
authority, port . 

see law enfpircemeAt agency 
authority, transit ^ • , 

see law enforcement agency 
auto thjcft 

. see motor vc|iicle theft 
avoiding arrest 

fugitive 
backlog 
bad check 

see check fraud ^ 
■■ .bail:- ■ ■ ;/ ■ 

see rdeaae ort bail 
barbiturate 

se^ - di^S violation ^ 
^bargaining, plea , 

sbev plea bargaining 
battery , ; 

see assault 
battery, aggravated. 

see ^ult, aggravated 
bench warrant 

see warrant, ^ch 
Betlzedrinfe ' \ 

see drug law violation 
bicycle theft 

see . Ikrceiiy 
bill of indictment 

see^ indictment 
. bind over 

see hearingH probable cause 
board, parole 

see parole aathority 

# boabhig ittddant ^ 

f booking . ' 

boy's ranch 

see correctional institution. Juvenile 
bridge authority ^ 

see law enforcement agency 
Hbwglart 
' burglary against households • , ^ 
see burglary . 
burglary, attempted ^ 

see National Crime Panel reporU 

• burglary, completed * 

see National Crime Pknel repprts 
burning 

see arson, 
burning, reckless 

see arson 
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• business crimes 

see crimes against businesses 
camp, prison , . . * 

see correctional institutibn, adult 
camp, raaclif'hunBi > 
camp, road 

see detention facility, adult 
campus police 

see law enforcement agency, state 

see law enfordement agency, local 
camp, work 

see detention facility, aduk 
capacity, institutional 

see institutional capacity 

I caac Ccottft) , 

j^aadoad (comctions) 
t CKload (court) 

CMcload, pending * 

cause, probable 
' see probaWe cause 
CCH 

center, detention 

see detention center » ^' 
center, diagnosis and classification , 

see diagnosis or classification center 
center, residential treatment 

see residential treatment center 
certification hearing 

see transfer hearing 
certify^tQ adult court 

see transfer to kdult court 
charge 
m charging document 
li clieck firand 

# chief of poUce 
child 

see juvenile 
child abase 
cliild neglect 
CHINS 

■ see status offense 
circuit court . 
^ ^ see court of general jurisdiction 
m citation (appear) 
citation (forfeit) 

see citation (appear) ^ 
city court 

see' court of limitec} jurisdiction 
city jail 

see jail 
cleared 

see UCR 
cleared by arrest 
see UCR 
' cleared by exceptional means 
see UCR 
. Cocaine 

see drug law violation 
^codeine 

see drug law violation 
. coerced behavior 
see extortion 



^ coin operated machines theft 
see larceny 
commercial crimes 

see 'crimes against businesses 
commercialized vice 

see offenses. Part II . 
. commercial iarceqy 
iA see crimes against businesses * 
coinitiissioner 

see judicial officer 
commission, parole ^ 
see 'parole authority 

# commltriient 

li commnnity fKiUty, adult or JuYeiiUe ^ 
cdqamunity treatn^gnt center 

see conununity facility, adult or juvenile 

# compbOnt ' ^ 
complaint accepted 

see complaint granted 
complaint declined ^ • * 

see complaint denied \ 

# compl^t denied 
m comphUnt granted 

complain! rejected' 

see complaint denied 
m complaint rcqoetted (police) 
completed burglary 

see National Crime Panel reports - 
completed rape 

see National Crime Panel reports 
^completed robbery ^ . 

>)see National Crime Panel reports 
computerized criminal history / 

see <XH 
conditional releaite 
" see release from phton 
confidentiality 

see security and privacy standards 
confinement fuility 
convict 

# conviction ■ * 
conviction record information 

see criminal history record information 

# correctional agency 

i correctional day program - 

# correctional fi^ty " 
correctional Inttitation 

# correctional Inttitation, adult . 

# correctioaal Inttitation, Jdvenlle 
/ correctidnt 

corrections administrative- office * 

see criminal justice agency 
corrections caseload 

see caseload (corrections) 
counsel 
A see attorney 
4^c^unsel, assigned 

see assigned counsel 
counsel, retained . 

see retained counsel 
coun^l, self ] 

see i pro se ' 
Vb^nt 
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county court 

•ee court of liauted juriadictioh 
county farm 

. M£>detentibn facility, adult 
countfjail 
•ee jtil 
i-eowt 

* court administrator 

•ee crtminlLl justice agency 
court, adult 

•ee^ court 
court case 

•ee casc (courtX 
court caseload 
f see 'Caseload (court) 
bourt, circuit 

see court of general jurisdiction' 
court city ^ ^ 

•ee court of limited jurisdictibn 
court, county » 

•ee court of limited jurisdiction 
court, .criminal 



court dispbsation 

see disposition, court ^ 
court disTOsition, juvenile 

•ee otspositionl juvenile court 
court, district 

•ee court of general jurisdiction 
court, domestic relatioris 

see court of limited jurisdiction 
court, family 

'•ee court of limited jurisdiction 
court filing 



see filing 
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court, justice 

see court of limited jurisdiction 
court, juvenile 

•ee Juvenile court 
court, magistrate ' 

•ee court of limited jurisdiction 
court, municipal 

•ee court of limited jurisdiction 
court of appeals 

•ee court of appellate jurisdiction 
» oMrt of appallata JarMietiM 
» cowt or ■SMral JwMlctlM 
court of intermediate appeals 

•ee courf of appellate jurisdiction 
court of list resort 

see court of appellate jurisdiction 
tt COM or UiOtad JwlidtctkHi 
court, police 

see court of limited jurisdk:tion 
cpurt, prc|^)atr 

see court of limited Jurisdiction 
court, small claims 

see ^court of limited Jurisdiction 
court, superior V 

see court of general jurftdiction 
court, supreme 1 

see court of appellate Jurisdiction 
court, traffic 

see court of limited jurisdiction 




court trtal •> . ' 

see* trial, court' 
I credit card fraud 
» crime 

i CrlflM ladex oflieBacs 

crime laboratory 

see criminal justice ^gency ' 
• . Crime Panel 

see National Crime Panel reports ' 
I crioMt agalaat WslncMca l'''^-^t 
' i crimes agalaat hoMeholda 
i crimM against perioas 
i crlaMS agidMt property 
crimes, business . ^ 

•ee cilme^ against businesses 
crimes, commercial • / 

see crimes agaihst businesses 
crimes, household ' 

see crimes against houseKdlds ^ 
crimes of theft/^ ' . 

Naticmal^ Crime Panel neports 
I of Tloleace 
ncs. property i 
see crim^ against property 
Crimes,' reported' 

see UCR 
crimes, violent 

see crimes of violence 
criminal ^ 

see offender 
criminal court 
see court 
I crimiaal Uttory record informatioB 
criminal history^ computerized 

see CCH 
criminal hdmicide 

see homicide criminal 
I criminal Jostlce agmcy 
criminal offense 

, see crime 
crlaUaal procecdlflgs 
criminal record information 

see criminal history record information 
calpabOlty 
curfew violation 

see offenses, Part II 
see s^tus offense 
custody 

day program, correctional 

see correctional day program 
deadly weapon, assault with a 

see' assault with a deadly weapon 
death of defendant 
see dismissal 
I deceit ' 
see fraud 
declined complaint 

see complaint denied 



defendai\t's rights 

see rights of defendant 
defender, public 

see public defender 
defender's office, public 

see public defender's office 
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# dcTcaM attorney , 

» «lelliM|iieii( 
« dcUaqaait set 

delinquept tfndeiicfies 
^ see ':ik)tiit^^Q(r^ 
Demerol ^ , 

see drug law violation 
denied complaint 

see eomplaiiit.dlinued 
de BOto . ' . * 
department, police^ 

# police department 
departmettt^ probation * vr - /^ 

see probation agency 
department, sheriffs ^* 

see sheriffs department 
d cpcn deflcy 

# dependent 

deputy sheriff . • 

see sheriff, deputy 
detcntioa 
diltention center 
detention (Miuiv 
« detention fticUity, adult 

# jjftention fteiUty, ittvenlte 

# il<rtentipfli h^nrfiig 

'.'. .detention, release from 

see release from detention 
detention, temporary 

dlaipMMds or daaaiflcatlon center 
discharge ^ i 
discharge from prison 
see releas^ from prison 
^ discretionary dischat^e 

see releaiit from prison 
discretionary release 

see- release from prison 
« dJamiasal 
dismissal on court's own motion 

see dismissal 
dismissal on defendant's motion 
f see dismissal 
{JiSmisaal on. prosecutor's motion 
s^ ^ dismissal 

# idssmissal without prejudice 

see dismissal 
dismissal with prejudice 
, see dismissal 
disorderly conduct 

see offenses. Part II 
dispotltion 
$ dlapoiltott, court 
$ dispoaltion hearing 

# dispodtlon, Jn^enile court 
district attorney 

see prosecutor 
district court 

see court of general jurisdiction 
$ dlvenion ^ 
document, charging 

see '^charging document 
domestic relations court 

4C< ::V^rt of limited jurisdiction 



# dri^ng under the influenee-Hilcoliol 
il driving vnder tlie Inflnence— drugs 

drug addict program 

see criminal justice agency^ 
drug law riolation 
drufts 

utc drug law violation 

sit driving under the influenccr^rugs 
drunk driving 

see ^driving under the influence— alpohdl 
drunkenn«jB 

see offenses. Part II 
m enbezzlein^St 
employee theft 

see ^ larenpy 
entry, forcible " 

see burglary 
entry, unlawful 

see burglary 

exai^iation, preliminary 

see hearing, probable cauM * 

examining trial 
^ see hearing, probable cause ' 

excusable homicide 

see homicide, excusable 

# ex-offender 
expunge 4 

# extortion 
facility, community 

see community facility, adult or juvenile 
facility, confinement 

see confinement facility 
facility, correctional 

see correctional facility 
facility, detention 

see detention facility 
facility, nonconfmement 

see community facility, adult or juvenile 
family court - 

see court of limited jurisdiction 
farm ^ 

see camp/ranch/farm 
farm, county 

see detention facility, adult . ■ 
farm, honor 

^ see detention facility, adult 
farm prison 

see correctional institution, adult 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

see UCR 
federal law enforcement agency 

see law enforcement agency, federal 
federal law enforcement officer 

see law enforcement ofHcer, federal 
felonious assault 

see assault, aggravated 

# felony 

felony preliminary 

see hearing, probable cause 
field interrogation 

see arrest 
field interview i 

see arrest 
t ming 
final plea 

see plea, final ' 
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, first 




- ■ \ 
IMlng ^. ^ 

« niie 

first appearance . 

see appearance, 
fitness hearing 
4k see transfer hearing 
fle^ng arrest 

see escape 
forcible entry * " .'r 
^ see burglary 
i forcible rape 
, see rape» forcible 

# fofgery » 
fraud - 
fraud, check 

see ^heck fraud^ 
fraud, credif ^rd ^ ^ 
. see ;kredit card fraiui 

gambling ^- 

see offenses. Part II 
general jurisidiction court 

see court oi^eneral* jurisdiction 
grand jury 

see jury, grand . 
grand jury indictment . 

see indictment - 
grand larceny 

see larceny 
granted complaint 

see complaint granted 
groopf. home * 
guilty plea 

see plea, guilty 
guilty verdict, , 

see verdict, guilty 
halfway houie 

hallucinogens - 

see drug law violation 
hearing 

hearing, adjudicatory 

see adjudicatory hearing 
hearing, certification 

see transfer hearing 
hearing, detention 

see detention hearing 
hearing, disposition * 

see disposition hearing 
hearing, fitness 

see transfer hearing 
hearing, magistrates preliminary 

see appearance, first 
hearing officer 

see judicial, officer 
hearing, . preliminary 

see hearing, probable cause 

see appearance, first 

# hearing, probablrtauic 
hearing, revoc«ion 

see revo^tion hearing 
hearin^MMfufer 

see transfer hearing 
hearing, waiver 

see transfer hearing 
heroin 

lee drug law violation 



highway patrol officer, state 

see sute highway patfbl offiger^ 

highway patrol, state, ^ "v. 
see state highway patrol 

home, grbqp^ \ 

see group h(5me " " 

home, juvenile ; 

• see cpmmunity facility, adttt or jriveiHlc 
bonUdde ;„ 

•tf homicide, criiiiDal 

homicide, exirasable ' 
' 'homiddc, Jiittiflf^e 
homidde, wiUftal v 

• honor farm - " ^ 

see detention facility, adt>It " 
house, halfway ' '% 

see halfway house 
household crimes 

see crimes against households 
^household larceny 

see National Crime Panel reports 
hung jury ^ 

see di9.missal 
incident, b6)finbing '- '^ 

see bombing incident 
■ incorrigibility , 

see status offeniie 
indeterminate sentemse 

see sentence, indeterminate 
Index crimes , _ jj^ 

see Crime Index offenses 

# indictment 
^ information 

# Infriiction 
initial appearaift^f; 

see appearance, first 
initial pl^ ^ ^ 
see plea, initial 

# inmate 
in . propria persona _ 

see pr^ se 
institutional capacity 
institution, correctional v . 

see correctional institution 
insufTicient evidence 

see dismissal 
insufficient funds 

see check fraud/'. ^ 
intake 

intake referral \ 
see referral to intake 

# intake unit 
intent 

see culpability 
intermediate appeals court 

see court of appellate jurisdiction 
interrogation, fleld 

see arrest 
interview, fleld 

see arrest . 
■ intoxication 

see driving under the influence^alcohol 

see driving under the influence — drugs 
involuntary manslaughter 

see manslaughter, ii)voluntary 
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Index 



JiiU . 
i Jidl (MflteM) 

ilNS 

ace status offense ' - 
John Doe warrant . * 

see 'warrant, arrest 

judge trial * 
see trial, court 
, judge verdict ^ I 

see vcffdict 

judioiU council (. . < 

see criminal justice agency 
$ Jadttdal oflXcer ^ 

JviMlictiOB 

JnriidictloB, origiwd 

jury ' - 

see jury, trial ' 
# Jary, grud 

jUry, hung 

see dismissal h ■ 

jury, petit * 

see jury, trial 
» jary, trial 
^ury trial 

■ see trial, jury 
jury verdict . ' 

see verdict 
justice court 

see court of limited jurisdiction 
justice of the peace 

see judicial officer 
justifiable homicide 

see homicide, justifiable ' ^ 

i JutcbUc ^\ 
juvenile corrJctional institution 

see correctional institution, juvenile 

m JaTcnilc court 

juvenile court disposition 

see ^disposition, juvenile court 
juvenile delinquency 

see delinquency 
juvenile delinquent 

see delinquent 
juvenile detention center 

see detention center 

see detention facility, juvenijie^ 
juvenile detention facility 

see detention facility, juvenile 
juvenile detention hearing , 

see detention hearing 
juvenile disposition 

see disposition, juvenile court 
juvenile disposition hearing 

see disposition hearing 
juvenile hall t 

see^ detention facility, juvenile 
Juvenile home A 

see community facility, adult or Juvenile 
juvenile intake 

see jntake 
Jaftailc jMtlc* acmcyr 
Juvenile offense 

see status offense 



Juvenile petition 

see petition (juvemle) 
juvenile probation 

see pr9bation 
Ja?mHe record 
Juvenile belter ' 

sX shelter 
juvenile status offender 

see s^itusioRi^nder 
juvenile training school 

see trainiog school ^ 

known offenses 

Sec UCR 
lack o| timely prosecution 

see dismittal 

# larceny 

larceny^ conlmercial 

see crimes against businesses 
larceny, household 

see National Crime Panel reports 
larceny-th<^ft ' 
see larceny 
last res6rt court 

see court of appellate jurisdiction 
$ law enforceneat aglncy 
^$ law enforccMar aeeacy, federal 
i law cafbrccaMBt afsncy, local 
i law eafovccaMBt aseney, state 

# law eaforoeaNat officer 
law enforcement ofncer, assault on 
T- see assault on a law enforcement officer 

$ law cnfbrccBMat ofltlcer, federal 

# law eaforceoMBt officer, local 
il law eafbrcemeat officer, ftate 

law enforcement order 

see citation (appear) 
lawyer 

see attorney 
IcTcl of soTenuaeat 
limited jurisdiction court 

see court of limited jurisdiction 
liquor laws 

see offenses. Part 11 
local law enforcement agency 

see law enforcement agency, local 
local enforcement ofRcer 

see law enforcement officer, local 
loitering 

see offenses. Part II 
magistrate 

see judicial ofRcer 
magistrate court 

see court of limited jurisjdiction 
magistrates preliminary hearing 

see appearance, first 
malicious mischief 
, see arson 

mandatory conditional relose 

see release from prison 
mandatory discharge 

see release froM prison 
X mandatory release ' 
see release from prison 
mandatory sentence 

8^ sentence, mandatory 
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# BMBsUttghtcr, iBTolvBtanr 

mansUughter, negligent 

lee nunsUughter, involuntary 

inansUughter»4Kmnegligent 
•ee manaUughter, voliftatary 

# ■■Mlaagh tcr, TeUcnbuf 

# ■a— i a«gh ter; ?olutary 
manjoana \ . . , 

see drug law violatlbn 
' master . ' 

. see judiciaTbfflcer 
; maximum security 
see security 
medium security 
-» see security 
methadone 

see drug law violation 
. miinimum security 

see security - • 
^- minor assault 

see National Crime Panel repbrts 
MINS 

^ see status offense, 
misbehavior 

see dehnquenc^ 
mischief* malicious 

see arson 

# BiadMBeaaor 

^ mistrial 

see dismissal . 
Model Penal Code 
monilcer 

see alias 
morphine 

see driig^ law violation 

BMMiOB 

motor vehicle parts and accessaries theft 
see larceny ^ 

# BMitor TefaJcle tbeft 
movement, population ' 

see population movement 
MPC 

see Model Penal Code 
municipal court 

see court of limited Jurisdiction 

# ararder 
murder, attempted 

see assault, aggravated 
narcbtic 

see drug law violation ^ 
narcotic drug laws 

see offiensea. Part II 
. National Bomb DaU Center 

see bombing incident 
NatioMl CHm Paad r«porta 
National Crime Panel Survey-Reports 

see National Crime Pane) reporU 
. l4CPreporU 

see National Crime Panel reports 
neglect, child 

see child neglect ' 
neglected child 

see dependent 
negligence 

see culpability 
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negligent manslaughter / <^ 

see manslaughter, involuntary " 
nickname ^4 
. see alias 

nolle prosequi * -^V^ 

see dismissal ' \ 
■olcr^coatendere 
^ fionconfmement facility ' ' 

' se* community facility, adult or juvenile 
nonculpable homicide - ' ' * 

sA^homicid8, justi^ble 

see ]iomicide, excusable 
nonnegligciif manslaughter , 

see manslaughter, voluntary 
nonsufncient funds checks * 

itc check fraud ^ 
not guilty plea 

sec plcij, not guilty : \ 
not guilty verdjct 

see verdict, pot guilty 
NSF checks , 

sec check fraud 
OBTS 
t offeader 
^ ofTendcr, alleged 
ofTender-baacd transaction sutistics 

see OBTS 
offender, juvenile 

see delinquent 
offender, status 

see status offender 
offender, youthful 

aee^ yputhful offender 
offeMe' 

offense, criminal 

ntc crime 
offenses, actual 

see UCR 
offensei isgainst the family 

see offenses, Part II 
7 offenses, Crinie Index ' 

see Crime Index offenses 
offenses known ^ 
, see UCR 

# oftasea, Part U 

# offSmseav Part I 
offenses reported 

see UCR ^ 
offense, status 

see status offense 
office, public defender's 
. . see public defender's office 
BWp Judicial 

judicial officer 
Fleer, law enforcement 
see -law enforcement officer 
ofHcer, peace 

see law enforcement officer 
ofHcer, police ^ 

see police ofHcer 
ofHcer, probation 

see probation officer 
ofHcer, state highway patrol 

lee state highway patrol officc;r 
ofHcer, state police 

see state police officer 
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• V'iee lultjijrilcitl'ollicer 

(dtfiM owin recognizance* 




jiKUcU ofRcer, 



lee. pi^^ 
pegjgie oonifnittiOD — - ' 



,^|v|ifcrolee_.. 
' perote iiBVQci^km- 

i|0e^,-'jtev6citioni' ■. . 
i pwiq«>Matlo« ' 
Pttltbfifenaei..-:./.' 
ice offipi^i^:1>irt I 

see ^flbiues. Part it 
patiol,M||e hji^way . 
F ' soe ^ atatie highway patrol * ' 
pi|BP9e oflicer 

*^'T^-iee. law enforcement officer 
^ Pienai Code, Model 

see Model Penal Code 



pending jcaseload 

see caseload, pending ^ ' 
penitentiary 

■ tet correctional institution, adult 



personal crimes 

see crimes against persdhs 
personal larceny 

sec National CrnnrPanel^reports . 
# petition gnvcnUc) 
$ pctitioo not ioataincd 
petit jury 

*" see jury, trial ^ 
petty larceny ^ 

See larceny 
PINS 

see status offense 

»^plai 

"^^to bargalalag 
$ plea, final 
tptoa^Vdlty 
» plea, initial 

i plea, not gailty , 

pocket picking 

. see National Crime Panel reports 
police academy 

see criminal justice agency 
pouce administrative body 

see criQiinal justice agency y 
police, campus 

see taw enforcement ^ency, state 

see taw enforcement agency, local 
police chief ^ * 

see chief of police 



police pomplainl 



see Gompkuit requested (pplioe) 



^see 



court . 



see court of limited jurisdiction^ 



.m 



policeman ~ 

siee law enforoemtet officer 
»»olkeottesr ; 

police pfilaar«iim ; 
•ee state. pblip(;i^^^ 
^ ' ppUoe re({Qested cMji^|flahit * 

see cmplaim liequorted {poU^e) 
.^#"pplioe,.stai? 

state] 



p^ authority. 

! see liliw eftforpempnt agency 
pre^Kypdhi^ated • ' 

secl1^*4|aAcated -^u.^: - V .. .. 



preUminary antignment 

see . j^^^eicanoe^jRitt* ; 
preliminary examination * 

seie bearing, pn>M^ cme 
pteliminary; fislday: «. 

see hearing, probable ceuse 
prejtoiiiiary hearhig 
/ see heai^yig, probable cause 

see appi^ainancb, first 
prilinilaary h^taring, magistrates 
- 9ee appearance first 
. preliminary screening 
• :>see intake 

presentment^ 

see appearance, first 
, see ii. ictment 
pretrial release 

see. release, pretrial 
prior record 



23 



prison camp 

see correctional institutional, adult' • 
i prlaooer , - 
prison farm ^ 

see correctional institution, adult 
prison, release from 

iet release from prison / 
i prison (sentence) 
privacy ; 

see security and privacy standards 
private attorney 

see retained counsel 
probaUecanse 
probable cause hearing , 

see hearing, probable cause 
probate court 

see . court of limited jurisdiction 
probation , . 

probation adkinistration f 
see criminal justice' agency 
» pmbation agsney 
probation department 
see probation agency 
$ probationer 
pfbbation intake » 
see intake . 
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i mtatiM oncer 
probatkm revocation 
lee revocation 

« pcvkitlMTloMoB 

p»^*^nigt , criminal 

lee criminal proceedings 
program, correctional day 

>ee correctional day program 
property Crimea . 

lee crimes against property 
||9roia 

# jffoif ■tiwlit igsncy 

proatitution 

see offenses. Part 11 
t piMedetadar 
t pMkdatadar^ office 
p«cte (record) 
porpoaeftil 

see culpability 
purse snatching 

see National Crime Panel reports 
) que e length 
see backlog 
ranch 

see camp/ranch/farm 

rape, attempted 

see National Crime Panel reports 
rape, completed 

see National Crime Panel reports 

# rape, fordUe 

# rape, statatory 

$ rape, without force or consent 
rap sheet* 

see prior record 
readmission 

see population movement 
r^ddlfiam 
reckless burning 

see arson 
recklessness 

see culpability 
record, arrest 

see criminal history record information 
record, conviction 

see criminal history record information 
record, criminal 

see criminal history record information 
record, juvenile 

see juvenile record 
record, prior 

see prior record 
referee 

see judicial officer 
$ reftrral to intake 
reformatory 

see COTrectionaj institution, juvenile 
reform school 
, see correctional institution, juvenile 
rejected complaint 

see compUint denied 
i releaae Afoni detention 
r e i eais froai priaon 



# releaaeoBbafl 

# r e l e aas oa own recopiiance 

release on parole 

see release from prison 

# rej eaae, pretrial 

# releaae to third party 

report, predisposition 

* see predisposition report 
report, presentence 

see presentence report 
reported offenses 

see UCR 
requested compUint 

see compUint requested (police) 
residential facility, community 

see conununity residential facility 
residential treatment eeatcr * 
resisting arrest 

see assault on a Uw enforcement officer 
t retained connael ^ ^ 

# revbeatkm 

# revocation hearing 
rightaof defMant 
right to speedy tria) 

see speedy trial 
road camp 

see detention facility, adult 

# robbery 

# robbery, armed 
robbery, attempted 

see National Crime Panel reports 
robbery, completed ; ^ 
see National Crime Panel reports 

# robbery, atfongarm 

robbery with injury, attempted 

see National Crime Panel reports 

robbery without ii^jury 

see National Crime Panel reports 

robbery without ii^ury, attempted 
see National Crime Panel reports 

ROR 

see release on own recognizance 

# runaway' 

school, reform ' v 

see correctional institution, juvenile 

school, training 

see training school 

screening 
see intake 

# sealCfocord) 

search warraAt ^ 
8^ wamuu>«$grch ^ 

secured bail 

see release on bail 

# security 

# security and privacy standarda 

self counsel 

* see pro se . 

s e n t ence. Indeterminate 
•entence, BMadatory 
sentence, sttspeaded 

# sen tence snsp ended ezecntkM 
t sentence— intended Impoaltiott 
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terkMt AMttlt . 

aee National Crime Paii4 reports 
lexoffenies . 

m QlftoKM, Part II 
mual anault 

we rape» forcible 



ihopliftiiis 

•ee larceny ^ 
timi^ aiaault 

lee awault, irimple 
liinpk aaMult with ii\jiiry 

tee National Crime Panel reports 
iniaD claims court 

•ee court of limited jurisdiction 
special district 

see law enforcement agency 
speedy trial 
li staie airway pmroi 
i|. state Uikwaj patrol ofBcar 
state law enforcement agency 
. see law enforcement agency, state 
state law enforpement officer 

lee law cmorcement officer, sute 
state planning agency 

see crin^nal justice agency 
# statapoUce 
iH state police officer 
state's attorney . 
see prosecutor 

i 

J 

statutory rape 

see rape, sututory 
stolen property 

see offenses. Part II 
strongann robbery 

see robbery, strongann 
sabjndlcial officer 




superior court 

lee court of general jurisdiction 
supreme court 

court of appellate jurisdiction 



suspended execution sentence 

see sentence— suspended execution 

suspended imposition sentence 

see sentence— suspended imposition 

suspended sentence 

see sentence, suspended 



synthetic narcotics 

see drug law violation 
temporary detention 

see arrest 
temporary release 

see release from prison 
temporary suspension 

see revocation 



theft firom ooinH>perated devices or machines 

see larceny ^ 
theft, motor vdiicle 

see motor vdiide theft 
theft of motor vdiicle parts and aooeasories 

See larceny 
third party releaae 

see rdease to third party 

traffic court 

see court of Umited jurisdiction 
tn^ violation 

see inAraction 
trafidag aehool 



transf<Br of jurisdiction 
see release from prison 

' transit authority 

tee Uw enforcement agency 
treatment center, community 

tee commimityfhcility, adult or juvenile 
treatment center, residential 

soe .residential treatmentoenter 

»trtal 

# trial, eonrt 

trial, *»«*miwing 

see hearing, probable cause 
trial, judge 

see trial, court 
« tHal,Jvy 
trial jury 

see jury, trial 
trial, <speedy 

see speedy trial 



miebill • 

see jury, grand 
UCR^ I 

UCR Offense Classifications 

see UCR 
UCR Scoring System 

see UCR * 
unadjudicated 

see adjudicated, 
unconditional release 

see release firom prison 
unfounded complaints 
. see UCR 
Uniform Crime Reports 

see UCR 
Uniform Offense Classification 

see CCH 

see drug law violation 
unlawful entry <^ 

see burglary 
unsecured bail 

see rdease on bail 
unsecured bond 

see release on bail 
unsecured release on bail 

see release, pretrial 
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•ee CCH 

•ee drug law violatioii 
VS. Attorney 

lee protecutor 
vagrancy 

we offenar), Part II 
vandaliam 

lee olfenscs, Part II 
vehicular maritlaughter 

•ee mam4aughter, vehicular 

i iwMdf girilty 
# faNlcC, aot gaflty 

vice 

lee ofTenset, Part II 
IHette 

victimization survey 

lee National Crime. Panel reports 
vidation 

lee infraction' 
violation, drug law 

lee drug UW violation 
violation, parole 

see parole violation 
* vidlation, probation 

see probation violation 
violation, traffic 

see infraction 



violent crimes 

see crimes of violence 
voluntary 

see culpability 
, voluntary manslaughter 

see manslaughter, vcriuntary 
waiver 

see transfer to adult court 
waiver hearing 

see transfer hearing 
waive to aduh court 

see transfer to adult court 
$ waiiaalf ai'i'Ml 
i warraat, b«seh 
warrant, John Doe 
see warrant, arrest 

# warrant, aaarck 

weapons; carrying, possessing 

see offenses, Part. II 
"willAil abuse 
- see child abuse 
willfiil hcMnicide 

see homicide, willful 
wilUU neglect 

see child neglect 
witwM 

work camt> ^ ' • 

see detention facility, adult 

# yovthfU ofVMcr 
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ah tbat apply^ ' ^ 



O Offenses 

Q .Law Enforcement 

□ Prosecution 
' □ Judicial 

□ Juvenile justice 



□ Corrections 

□ Probation 

□ Parole 

□ Other •Speci/y-^ 



2. Were ttte partiqular terms of .interest to you present in this edition of the Dictionary? 

I I Yes - Fleas e answer question 3. 
Q No • Please skip to question 4. 



3. If yes in question 2, were .the definitions adequate for your purposes? If not, please indicate how they could be revised to make 
them more suitable. j 
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L Am Oim wiys this dictibnaiy couM be impr^ tl^t you have not mentioned? ^ 



I). Fo( what purpose did you consult the Dictionary of Criminal Justice Data Terminology? 



7. In what capacity did you use this dictionary? * . ' 

□ Researcher ^ ^ ' / 
. □ Educator ^ ' - 

□ Student ' ? 

□ Criminal justice agency employ^ 

□ Government employee other than criminal justice - Specify • 

□ Other - specify ' . ' . ■ - \ . ■' 



J: If-you used this dictionary as a governirohtal employee/please indicate the level of government. 

D Federal □ City 

□ State ' . □ Other - 5peci/y 

□ County 1 * 
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9. If you used this dictionary as a criminal justice agency employee, please indicate the sector in which you work. 

□ Law enforcement (police) □ Correctiorfi 

. Q Legal services and prosecution , □ Pa^ote . / 

O ftjblic or private defense services □ Criminal justice planning agency :\ • 

□ Courts or court administration □ Other criminal justice agency - Specify type ^ 

□ Protwtion 
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ID. If you used this dictionary as a criminal justice employee, please indicate the typ^ of position you Iwtd. Mark ati that apply. 

'v ■ ■ ■, * 

f □ Agency Of iretitution adminfetralor . a^Gcneral program j)lanner/evaluato(/analyst - 

\ [H IrfofinMic^ri system manager - D Operations or management planner/evaluator/analyst. 

n Other program or project manager ' □ Budget planner/evaluator/analyst 

□ Statistician ' , Dflther - 5pe«/y-B. 
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